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WAR WITH MEXICO. 





—_ 


The war is rapidly assuming a most horcible guer- 
rilla aspect, at which humanity cannot but shud- 
we es Santraco, dates to the 5th instant, receiv- 
ed at New Orleans, acquaint us that General Scott 
was still there, about to embark for Tampico or the 
Island of Lobos, preparatory to the attack upon 
Vera Cruz. A letter of the 4ih says: ‘Several 
vessels with troops and stores, munitions of war, &c. 
have sailed already. General Scott and staff, will 

o in a few days, and other troops in transports, with 
necessaries, will follow as soon as possible. The re- 
jar troops, under the command of General Worth, 
are still encamped on the Rio Grande, but will all 
be here in ashort time. They will come in detach- 
ments, so that they can embark conveniently. It is 
pow well understood that the expedition is to ren- 
dezvous at the Island of Lobos, a short distance north 
of Vera Cruz. Between thes island and mainland 
there isan harbor or roadstead, where vessels can 
lie in safety. The shore, it is said, is bold, and there 
is water enough to enable the armed vessels to get 
sufficiently near to protect the landing of the troops. 
The island is represented as nearly barren, but will 
be occupied as a depot and encaimpwent. The 
troops will be landed in boats, some ten or twelve 
miles from the town, and a combined attack by land 
and water made on it, aud the castle of San Juan in 
the harbor. 


The preparations for the expedition are on a grand 
scale, and if the elements are favorable, it must 
succeed. But it is well known, this and the next 
month are always boisterous on this coast; and men 
cannot contro! the winds and waves. Our land 
force will be about 15,000 strong and our squadron 
be able to bring about 300 guns to bear on the forti- 
ficatiuns.”’ 


Another letter same date, says: ‘‘Last evening the 
ship Talbot arrived. She isa transport of 624 tons 
burden, and with accommodations for 400 men.— 
She has three months’ supplies for this number of 
men. To-day about 1,000 troops willjcome down 
fron Camp Palo Alto, and, if the weather continuos 
as moderate as it is this morning, the embarkation 
will commence to-night. Gen. Scott has not gone on 
board, but is expecied over here to-day.” 


The court martial which tried Col. Harney on the 
charge of disobedience of orders, sentenced him to be 
reprimanded. Gen. Scolt remitted the sevtence, and 
ordered him to the discharge of the duties for the ne- 
glect of which he had been tried. 

It has been ascertained that Capt. May’s rear guard 
detachment were not killed but ieil into the hands of 
the Mexicans. ‘Their officer has been court martial- 
ed and acquitted. 

A few days ago, an ollicer of the Ohio regiment, 
Lieut. Miller is believed to be his name, was mur- 
dered, at Chichireni, and awfully mutulated. His 
heart was cut out and hung upon a sirub, to show 
us, | suppose, how deeply seated was their hatred 
lowarcs us. 

Fate or Licut. Rircniz U. S. A.—Lieutenant R. 
belonging to the 4th iniautry, but acting with the 
2nd dragoons, was started abuut the I] 1th ult., with 
important despatches from General Scott and other 
officers, to General Taylor then at or on his route to 
or from Victoria. ‘Ihe despatches were supposed to 
contain a plan of the campaign about to coumence, 
a3 well as orders to General L'aylor and other com- 
Manders, ‘fhe Lieut. had ten men to accompany 
him. They reached Monterey in satety, spent a night, 
aud next evening at La Grande, a small village 23 
miles on the road, Licut. R. whilst oceupied in pro- 
curing something fur the party and their horses, so 
€at, in company with an English resident of the 
Place; crossing the plaza, a Mexican on horseback, 
Whirled past, threw his lasso over Lieut. Ritchie, 
and dashed off with a prize at full speed. A mile or 
two from the place the lieutenant’s body was after- 
Wards found, stripped and dreadfully lascerated. His 
despatches were i) the hands of the Mexican. The 
Men of the detatchment reached Victoria in safety. 

We mistake not, Lit. Rilchie, was of Ohio. 

Masor Bor.anp, or THE ARKANSAS CAVALRY WITH 
MEN, AND Major GAINES AND Capr. Cassius M. 
Vol. XXI. Sia. 26. 


of 


Cray, with 30 MEN, SURPRISED AND MADE PRISONERS. 

The following letter from Captain Chapman, of 

the army, reached Genera! Worth last evening. 
SatTitxo, Jan. 25, 1847. 

I have only time to write a word. Maj. Borland, 
of the Arkansas cavalry, with 50 men, and Major 
Gaines and Cassius M. Clay, with 30 men, were sur- 
prised and captured at Encarnacion, (about 45 miles 
beyond Saltillo) on the morning of the 23rd, by 
General Minion. He heard that Borland was there, 
and marched from Matehuala with 500 cavalry and 
took them without firing a gun. This is no sluwm- 
pede Yours truly, 

W. W. CHAPMAN. 

The above is all that las reached us on the sub- 
ject; in fact, it is clear enough. Between 80 and 90 
of our men have been taken prisoners, and are un- 
doubtedly at San Luis Potosi ere this. The hatred 
of the Mexicans 1s so inveterate, however, against 
cur volunteers, that fears are entertained for the 
safety of the prisoners. 

CamarGo, Jan. 25, 1847. 
To-morrow or next day ail the forces composing 
Gen. Worth’s division will have left here. Now, 
we must look out for outrages and murders, for wai 
and rumors of war, in tea! earnest, as the Mexicans 
in thls neighborhood are firmly impressed with the 
opinion that we are retreating from Santa Anna. 





Camp on the Rio Grande,(near Polo Alto.) 
Jan. 30, 1847. 

Everything here betokens a sudden move «cut of 
the troops. Seventy days rations have been issued, 
and orders given to be in rediness ata moment’s war 
ning. Within a few days, if 1 am not greatly inis- 
taken, Generat Worth’s division will be on ship-board 
moving towards Vera Cruz. Gen. Worth is up 
again, and alhough lame is beginning to look quite 
well. 


It seems that the Mexican army at San Luis have 
been making some movement, as reports have seve 
ral times reached Saltillo, since Worth’s division 
left, that the enemy was marching against that place, 
and two regiments of volunteers were sent up from 
Monterey to strengthen General Butler’s command. 
No news from General Taylor since he left Vic- 
toria. 





A paTTLe aT Et Paso—anotuer yicrory.—We 
have been exceedingly anxious to learn something 
from the detachments which left Santa Fe for Chi- 
huahua. The unly news received, is from popers of 
the city of Mexico, of the 26th ult., which we find 
thus coudensed by the National Intelligencer; 

On the 25th of December Senor Cuyiti was at E} 
Paso at the head of 480 regulars, who added to the 
Pasenos, or troops raised near E! Paso, exceeded 1,- 
QU0 in nhumher. The Americans were at Dona Ana 
300 strong. They advanced ipon El Paso. Cuylti 
prepared to fight them, but the evening he was to set 
forth on hismarch ke was seized with a brain fever, 
which rendered him helpless. The command devol- 
ved upon Vidal, who possessed little military skill, 
and expected to surround and destroy the Americans 
like so manv rabbits. He pushed forward 500 cav 
alry under Capt. A itonia Ponae, of whish one-half 
were Pasenos. The Americans demanded a parley, 
which was denied, and the fight immediately com- 
menced. Ponce charged at the head of his cavalry, 
but in vain as he was wou:ded in the first onset.— 
Just then the Pasenos ran; and threw such disorder 


the 20th ult, with four companies of the Louisiana re- 
giments of volunteers, viz: Company E, Capt. Preg; 
company F. Capt. Hunt; co npany G, Capt Pope; and 
company K, Capt. Lewis. They were under the im- 
mediate comand of Col. De Russy, and exceeded three 
hundred in number. ‘The Ondiaka touched at the Bras 
zos and sailed thence on the 25th ult. She was off the 
bar of Tampico on the 23th, and the next we hear of 
her is her tutal loss. It must have happened about the 
Ist inst. and near to the Island of Lobos. 


The first rumor was, that all the troops on board and 
crew, got sefely on shore, but were taken prisoners ag 
they landed. 

_ The next account was, that they succeeded in land- 
ing with their arms and a week’s provisions, erected a 
temporary defence, and kept the Mexicans at bay. 

Rumor was now kept busy enough; we omit most of 
the stories. 

Upon hearing of the disaster, at Tampico, the steamer 
Unde, was despatched, with company H, of 3d artils 
lery on board, to look atter the wreck and the troops on 
shore. 


A rumor reached l'ampico by a pilot boat, that this 
company of arullery had been surprised and cut off b 
a body of 500 Mexicans. y 

Tampico, Feb. 6, 1347. Last night the town was rife 
with rumors of the capture of the wrecked Louisianians 
by a large Mexican force. The captain of a schooner 
had been sent to the wreck, and he returned yesterday 
reported that lie could not get to it, and that a Mexican 
furce had surrounded and captured Cul. De Russy and 
his command. At first litte credit was attached’to the 
report, but ata later hour in the night, there wag a sort 
of change in the unbelievers. Lieut. Miller, who had 
been seit down to their assistance was looked for dure 
ing the day, and his non-arrival, coupled with the report 
of the cap.ain, caused much uneasiness, and at eleven 
v’clock, a command ef men was hurried off for the 
wreck, wh») took with them two pieces of artillery — 
This evening aud to-morrow morning we will probably 
know the truth. 

A Frenchman came in from Tuspan yesterday, and 
reports that a large proporuon of the troops had left that 
place, and that it 1s now garrisoned by two hundred 
men. Further, that the Mexicans are straining every 
nerve to concentrate a large force at Vera Cruz. 

A Mr. Balding recently arrived at this place was killed 
yesterday morning, and it is supposed by a Mexican.— 
His watch and money were left upon his person; jealou- 
sy is supposed to have induced the act. A volunteer 
was killed the seme night. Three ships were reported 
ff the bur yesterday, having troops on board, 

Sunday evening, Tth Feb., 1817. There has been no 
arrival from below io-day, and ccasequently nothing has 
transpired with regard to the situation of the Louisiana 
volunteers. ‘The Jos. Cage (propeller) started for the 
wieck this morning. ‘There ts sull great excitement in 
town. 

This was followed by a report brought by the St 
Paul, to New Orleans, which stated a megsenger had 
arrived from the ship Ondiaka, stating that the ship's 
company and volunteers, together with Capt. Miller who 
had been despatched to them, with 45 dragoons, were 
surrounded by the Mexican forces stationed at Tuspan 
and amounting to one thousand men; and that the ene- 
my could not be dispersed, as tie people on beard the 
Ondiaka were insulliciently supplied with fire arms. 

Gen. Patterson felt so well satisfied of the truth of 
this report that 800 cavalry were at once despatched to 
their assisiance. Also the schr. Ella was chartered, and 
took the armory from the U.S. schr. Moneto, com- 
manded by Midshipman M. D. Smith, with 200 reeu. 
jars, and proceeded forthwith to the wreck. The result 
may be looked for by the next arrival. 








FoREIGN PAUPERS AND CRIMINALS. The extent of the 





into the whole, thut all took to flight, leaving a how- 
izer in the hands of the Americans, but carrying off 
three other pieces. Vidal returned with all speed to 
Carrizal, ferty leagues from El Paso. ‘The loss on 
each side wss not known, or is not stated. On the 
Q7th the Americans took possession of El Paso with 
600 cavalry and 410 infantry. The cavalry immedi- 
ately started in pursuit of the runaways, and althoug’ 
it was not known at Chihuahua on the 2d of January 


they would get possession of two wagons which 
were in the rear with the park, as wellas of thirty 
men who escorted them. ‘This seems probable to 
us, too; though we much doubt if the Americans 
ever got up with the runaways. 








that they had overtaken them, it was thought likely | 





Loss OF THE TRASPORT SHIP ONDIAKA, WITH TROOPS GN | seriously alarmed, at the vicinity of so much pallid dis- 


BOARD- ‘I‘his fine ship got away from the Balize about | case aud poverty, and their accompanying nuisance, 


impositions practised by the local authorities in foreign 
countries, who have the charge of paupers and crimie 
nals, istruly appalling. ‘They contrive to find owners 
and captuins of vessels that will take the responsibility 
of bringing the wretches, for the handsome considera- 
tion which is offered, in order to get rid of maintaining 
them for life in their own communities. ‘They are being 
now literrally spawned upon our shores by thousands, 
most of thea almost naked, many helpless, diseased, 
and crippled. We have details of several of them lite 
terally dying on their way from on board the vessel in 
which they arrive, to the alms house, or places rented by 
the overseers of the pour for the accommodation of those 
that can find no coruer in the asylums which are cram- 
med to overflowing. Even the dead house at N, York 
has had to be appropriated to the accommodation of 
live paupers! Persons residing in the neighborhood of 
buildinys rented for their accommodation, have become 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

To be colonels of infantry, Franklin Pierce, N. H., 
and Timothy P. Andrews, D. C. 

To be Lieut. Cols. of infantry, Abner B. Thomp- 
son, Maine, and Joseph E. Johnsion, of the corps of 
Topographical engineers. 

To be Major of infantry, Trueman B. Ranson, of 
Vermont, 

To be captains of infantry, Moses J. Barnard, Pa.; 
John F. Hunter, Pa.; Chas. J. Biddle, Pa.; Arnold Sy- 
berg, Pa.; M. M. Moore, Pa., Presley N. Guthrie, Pa., 
Ww. H. Irwin, Pa.; Joseph S. Pittman, R. I. 

To be First Lieuts. of infantry, Lewis Carr, Pa.; 
Marshall Hannon, Pa., Henry C. Longnecker, Pa.; 
John Motz, Pa.: Charles F.Campbell, Pa.; James J. 
Greeg, Pa., Thomas F. McCoy. Pa,; Jobn S. Sloc- 
um, R. I. 

To-be Second Lieuts. of infantry, Theodore D. 
Cochrane, Pa.; Wm. H. Gray, Pa.; Richard C. Drum, 
Pa.; Jesse B, Davis, Pa.; Horace Haldeman, Pa.; G. 
C. MeClelland, Pa.; Werdman Foster, Pa.; John But- 
ler, Pa. 

To be Captain of dragoons, Richard T. Merrick, 
Md.; First Lieuts, of dragoons, Samuel B. H. Vance, 
Pa.; and Walter H. Jennifer, Md.; Second Lieuts. of 
dragoons, Joseph C. Wallace, Pa.; and Joseph H. 


Maddox, Md. 


A Lieutenant Generar Buiit, not by that title, 
but authorizing the same objeet, the appointment of a 
ComMANDER IN Cuier, to supercede all the present of- 
ficers in authority, passed the house of representa- 
tives yesterday and is now before the senate. The 
clause authorizing this appointment was adopted yeas 
112; nays 87; the bill passed by a party vote, yeas 
121, nays 75. 
Treasury Orpers—Deposire or Treasury Nores. 

Treasury Department, Feb. 15, 1847. 

Deposites of treasury notes for conversion into 
stock, bearing interest at 6 per cent. per annum, and 
redeemable after the expiration of twenty years, un- 
der 14th section of the act of congress approved Jan- 
uary 28, 1847,-may be made with the treasurer, and 
the several assistant treasurers of the United States, 
the treasurer of the mint at Philadelphia, and of the 
branch mint at New Orleans, and with the collector 
of the customs at Baltimore, Maryland. 

In receiving treasury notes indeposite for such con- 
version these offices will give each depositor a certifi- 
cate of such deposite, siating the principal of such 
notes—for which stock will be issued. These certi- 
ficates of deposite will be forwarded to the register of 
the treasury, by the depositor with an indication 
of the denomination of stock certificates he desires 
thereon. Interest will be borne on the stock from 
the date of such deposite. 

The interest due upon the treasury notes so depos- 
ited will be settled by the accounting offices, and the 
amount remitted by draft, in the usual form, to the 

G:positor. R. J. Wacker, Secretary of treasury. 








Sustrreasurny Orerations. The New York Ex- 
press says:—On Saturday last the subtreasurer had 
hoarded up two millions and a half of specie in his sub- 
treasury vaults. [n ordinary times such a hoard 
would have raised a storm in Wall street—but in these 
extraordinary times, when, from the starved of Eu- 
rope, their coin is flowing in to en-rich us, the miser- 
like and useless hoarding up of such a sum does no 
particular harm. It is only a folly. 

The reception of all the duties in specie at the cus- 
tom house is made possible by the novelty ef weigh- 
ing coin, instead ef counting it. The banks have sor- 
ted out in bags certain sums to pay duties with, the 
coin in which the custom house weighs, and thus cu- 
ties are now paid by bags, or by bagging, instead of by 
numerals. New and novel laws require new and no- 
vel ways of doing business, Everybody laughs at the 
folly—but it is “acecrding to law.” The cartmen 
profit a little by carting and re-carting the bags,—but 
all others are annoyed and embarrassed, and daily 


contrast this rude, saving mode of doing business, with ; they left on the 13th ult. 
the inethod of checks and bills, that civilization intro- | 


Framinc THe Tarirr or 1846. In answer to the 
resolution of Mr. Rathbun, the secretary of the trea- 
sury has reported that the following sums were paid 
to officers of the customs for their assistance in fram- 
ing the tariff of 1846: 





A. Young, Baltimore 4133 
B. A. Vickers, do. 315 
Chas. Tuechel, Philadelphia O21 
Thos. Stewart, do. 202 
R. B. Connolly, New York 512 
C. A. Bogardus, do. 1017 
C.C. Walder, do. 558 
Samuel Bridge, Boston 548 
F. A. Gourgas, do. 255 
W. A. Wellman, do. 255 

Total. $4118. 


Mr. Wixtnror's Proviso. On Tuesday. February 
23d, during the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for defraying the expenses of the army, Mr. 
Winthrop moved the following amendment: 

“Provided further, That these appropriations are 
made with no view of sanctioning any prosecution of 
the existing war with Mexico for the acquisition of ter- 
ritory to form new states to be added to the Union, or 
for the dismemberment in any way of the republic of 
Mexico:” 

The question on agreeing thereto was taken by yens 
and nays, and decided as follows; 

YEAS Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Rarrinzer. 
Bell, Blanchard, Milton Brown, Buffington, Wm. W. 
Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer. 
Cranston, Crozier, Darragh, Delano. Dixon, Dockery. 
Jno. H. Ewing, E. H. Ewing. Foot, Gentry, Giddings, 
(sraham, Grider. Grinnel, Hale. Hampton, Harper, 
Henry, Hilliard. Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, S 
D Hubbard. Hudson, Washington Hunt. J. R- Inver 
soll, D. P. King. T. B. King, Lewis McGaughey, Me. 
Henry. Melivaine, Marsh, Miller. Moseley, Pendleton, 
Pollock, Ramsey, Ripley, Julins Rockwell, J. A Rock. 
well, Root, Runk Sehenck. Seaman, Severance, ‘T’ru 
man Smith, Albert Smith, Caled B. Smith, Stephens. 
Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, B. Thompson, Til 
den, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance. Vinton. White, Win- 
throp, Woodruff, Wright, and Young—76. 


NA YS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedin- 
ger, Benton, Biggs, James Plack, J. A. Black, Bowdon. 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff. Brockenbrough, Brodlead, 
Wm. G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, R. Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, 
Collin, Cottrell, Cullum, Commins, Cunningham, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglas, Dromgoole. Dun- 
lap, Edsall, Ellet, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, 
Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear. Gordon, Grover, 
Hamlin, Harmanson, Hastings, Henley, Hoge, Hup- 
kins, Hough, George S. Houston, Edm’d W. Hubard, 
Hungerford, Jas. B. tiunt, Hunter, Chas. J. Ingersoll. 
Jenkins,Jas. H. Johnson, Jos. Johnson, A. Johnson, G. 
W. Jones, 8. Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Preston King, 
Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, La Sere, Ligon, Long, Lump 
kin, Maclay, McClean, McCieliand, McClernand, Me- 
Crate, McDaniel, Jos. J. McDowell, James McDowell, 
McKay, John P. Martin, B. Martin, Morris, Moulton, 
Newton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne. Perry, 
Phelps, Pilsbury, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, 
Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. 
Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robt. Smith, Stanton, 
Siark weather,St. Juhn,James Thompson Jacob Thomp- 
son, ‘Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns. Treadway, Went- 
worth, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, and Yust 

So the amendment was not agree to. 





EnuistinG Minors.—Two youngsters were brought 
before Judge Edmonds, N. York, on a writ of habeas 
corpus, as enlisted minors, to obtain discharge. Their 
friends established the fact of their being minors, and 
they were discharged accordingly, but the judge ap- 
prehending that a fraud was practiced committed 
them both for trial for obtaining bounty and clothing 
by false representations. 


ARMY JOURNAL. 


The Pensacola Gazette, of Feb. 7, reports that the 
garrison at Fort Barancas, in that harbor, has been re- 
moved, having sailed under orders to Sacrificios. It 
was commanded by Capt. Winder, of the Ist artille- 
ry, with whom were two subaliern officers, Lieuten- 
ants Grafton and Seymour, also of the Ist artillery. 





400 miles to that place was completed on foot. 





Movement or Troors.—A company of United | 
States troops, under Captain Plummer, arrivedat Ga-| 
lena on the 2d inst., from Fort Snelling, which place | 
The long march of some! drifted to the main land when she was wrecked, # 
The | not sixteen as was first stated. 


as Sam 
was a most ridiculous one. There was no alterna. 
tive, however, except to obey it, although at the cost 
of much personal suffering.” 





NAVAL JOURNAL. 


The Mississippi, U. S. steam frigate, came out of dry 
dock, Gosport, on the 16th inst. repaired. 

The Cumberland frigate, took her place in dock the 
same day. 


The Decatur sloop of war, Pinkney, dropped down 
from Gosport to the naval anchorage on the 2Oth ingt. 

The Albany sloop of war, Capt. Breese, sailed from 
Tampico on the 3d Feb. on a cruise—all well. 

Tuomas J. Cuew, late of the U. S. Navy, died at 
Brooklyna day or two since in the 70th year of his 
age. Mr Chew was the person to whom Lawrence 
uttered the words, “Don’t give up the ship!” Chew 
fought with great gallantry in several naval battles 
in the war of 1812. He was onthe deck of the Com 
stitution in the memorable fight with the Guerriere, ang 
contributed to the capture of that ship. At the time 
of his decease he held the office of purser in the navy, 

The steamship New Orleans, Capt. Wright, left 
New Orleans on the 16th inst. for Brazos Santiago, 
with 200 horses and government stores. The Pica. 
yune says this vessel has been chartered by the goy- 
ernment for three months, at $11,000 per month, with 
the refusal, at the expiration of that time, at $125,. 
000 less the $33,000 which will then have beep 
earned. 

The schooner Elizabeth from Pensacola for New 
Orleans, has been wrecked. Capt. Winder, Lieuts. 
Grafton and Seymour, with troops, and a number of 
passengers were on board, but have reached New Or. 
leans in safety. 


Gutr Squapron.—4rrival of General La Vega at Vern 
Cruz,—American prisoners released.—In the account 
given of the arrival of the United States steamship 
Mississippi, Com. Perry, at Norfolk, it was stated that 
that vessel had captured a Campeachy schooner (Am 
alio) and sent her into New Orleans as a prize. 

The captured schooner arrived at New Orleans on 
the 8th, in charge of passed midshipman Barbour, of 
the Mississippi, and a prize crew. 

The full particulars of the taking of Laguna are 
given. The place was yielded without resistance. 
Fifteen cannon were destroyed, some 80(Jbs. of pow: 
der taken, and fifty soldiers disarmed, although the 
latter affected to be favorably disposed to the cause of 
the Campechians, who had declared themselves en 
tirely independent of Mexico, and had sent their cour 
missioners on the schooner Sisalmo to Com. Conner, 
at Anton Lizardo, to request him to desist from any 
hostile measures against Yucatan, until commissioners 
could be sent to the government of the United States 
to obtain the recognition of the independence of the 
State. These commissioners left Anton Lizardo on 
the 20th, to return, but the result of their conference 
with Com. Conner is not known. 

We mentioned, a few days since, that a boat froft 
the John Adams had made a thorough night examina 
tion of the castle of San Juan de Ulua. The officer 
who had charge of the boat, as we learn from the N. 
Orleans Mereury, was passed midshipman Fitzgerald. 
He had eight men inhis boat, with mutiled oars, and 
in the darkness of the night rowed round and round 
the castle, went under the drawbridge, entered the 
water battery, and made a thorough reconnoissanct 
in every part. This gallant exploit has proved thal 
men may be landed from the boats at night, and that 
the water batteries may easily be taken. 

Com. Perry, on his return to Anton Lizardo from 
Laguna, looked in at Alvarado and Tobasco, até 
found that the fortifications of both places have beed 
repaired and much strengthened since they were als 
tacked by the squadron. At Tobasco there were ™ 
bout three thousand troops, and at Alvarado about 


‘four thousand. Notwithstanding these formidabl 
| preparations, the general impression is that Com, Col 


ner will soon attack these places. 

On the arrival of Gen. La Vega at Vera Cruz % 
the 15th, all the prisoners from the squadron ip 
hands of the enemy were released. It is now ascel’ 
tained that but eleven of the crew of the Somers )# 


Midshipman Roge 


duced. If ever the government ends the Mexican | soldiers were generally well but looked weather bea-| was at Vera Cruz. He had been tried by the cl 
war, and once more becomes in funds,or when ex: | ten. The Advertiser says:—“This company will| and military tribunals as a spy, and had been acquit 
change on Europe turns against us, and we become | have the distance between Galena and St. Louis to| ted by the former, but found guilty by the latter. 

its debtor, instead of creditor, somebody will have “‘to | perform on foot, ata most unpropitious season of the was believed, however, that the more favorable ver 


atand from ynder,” 





/year. Like too many orders of the government, this’ dict would prevail, and that he would be liberated. 
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ADDITIONAL ARMY ACT 
[GENERAL onvERs, No. 4.] 
War Department, 2dj’t General’s office 
Washington, Feb. 12, 1847. 

1.... The following act of congress relating to 
the military establishment of the United States is pub- 
lished officially to the army: 

An Act to raise, for a limited time, an additional 

military force, and for other purposes. 

“Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in con- 

ss assembled, that in addition to the present mili- 
tary establishment of the United States, there shall 
be raised and organized, under the direction of the 

resident, for and during the war with Mexico, one 
regiment of dragoons and nine regiments of infantry, 
each to be composed of the same number and rank of 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers, and bu- 
glers, musicians, and privates, &c., as are provided 
for a regiment of dragoons and infantry respectively 
under existing laws, and who shall receive the same 
pay, rations, and allowances, according to their res- 
pective grades, and be subject to the same regulations, 
and to the rules and articles of war:—Provided, That 
it shall be lawful for the president of the United Sta- 
tes alone to appoint such of tiie commissioned officers 
authorized by this act below the the grade of field of- 
ficers, as may not be appointed during the present 
session: Provided, that one or more of the regiments 
of infantry authorized to be raised by this section may, 
at the discretion of the president, be organized and 
equipped as voltigueurs, and as foot riflemen, and be 
provided with a rocket and mountain howitzer bat- 
tery. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, that, during the 
continuance of the war with Mexico, the term of en- 
listment of the men to be recruited for the regiments 
guthorized by this act, shall be during the war, un- 
Jess sooner discharged : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, that the presi- 
dent of the United States be, and he is herehy guthor- 
ized, by and with the advice and consent of the sen- 
ate, to appoint one additional major to each of the 
regiments of dragoons, artillery, infantry, and rifle- 
men, in the army of the United States, who shall be 
taken from the captains of the army. 

Sec. 4. And be it furher enacted, that to each of 
the regiments of dragoons, artillery, infantry, and ri- 
flemen, there shall be allowed a regimental quarter- 
master, to be taken from the subalterns of the line, 
who shall be allowed ten dollars additional pay per 
month, and forage for two horses. 

“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, that the said of- 
ficers, musicians, and privates, authorized by this act 
shall immediately be discharged from the service of 
the United States at the close of the war with Mex- 
ico. 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, that it shall and 
may be lawful for the president of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, to 
appoint one surgeon and two assistant surgeons to 
each regiment raised under this act. 

“Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, that during the 
war with Mexico it shall be lawful for the officers 
composing the councils of administration of the sever- 
al regiments constituting a hrigade, either regular or 
volunteer, in the service of the United States. to em- 
ploy some proper person to officiate as chaplain to 
such brigade, and the person so employed shall, upon 
the certificate of the commander of the brigade, re- 
eeive for his seryices seven hundred and fifty dollars, 
one ration, and forage for one horse, per annum, pro- 
vided that the chaplains now attached to the regular 
army, and stationed at different military posts, may, 
at the discretion of the secretary of war, be required 
to repair to the army in Mexico whenever a majori- 
ty of the men at the post where they are respective- 
ly stationed shzll have left them for service in the 
field; and should any of said chaplains refuse or de- 
cline to do this, when ordered so to do by the adju- 
tant general, the office of such chaplain shall be deem- 
ed vacant, and the pay and emoluments thereof be 
stopped. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, that the presi- 
dent be, and he is hereby authorized, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate, to appoint two ad- 
ditional surgeons and twelve additional assistant sur- 
geons in the regular army of the United States, sub- 
#*ct to the provisions of an act entitled ‘an act to in- 
crease and regulate the pay of the surgeons and assis- 
tant surgeons of the army,” approved June 30, 1834; 
snd that the officers whose appointment is authorized 





by this section, shall receive the pay and allowances 
of officers of the same grades respectively; and that 
the rank of the officers of the medical department of 
the army shall be arranged upon the same basis which 
at present determines the amount of their pay and e- 
moluments: Provided, that the medical officers shall 
not in virtue of such rank be entitled to command in 
the line or other staff departments of the arny. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, that each non- 
commissioned officer, musician, or private enlisted or 
tohe enlisted in the regular army, or regularly mus- 
tered in any volunteer company, for a period of not 
less than twelve months, who has served or who may 
serve during the war with Mexico, and who shall re- 
ceive an honorable discharge, or who shall have been 
killed or died of wounds received or sickness incurred 
in the course of such service, or who shall have been 
discharged before the expiration of his term of service 
in consequence of wounds received or sickness incur- 
red in the course of such service, shall be entitled to 
receive a certificate or warrant from the war depart- 
ment for the quantity of one hundred and sixty acres, 
and which may be lecated by the warrantee, or his 
heirs at law at any land office of the United States, in 
one body, and in conformity te the legal subdivisions 
of the public lands, upon any of the public lands in 
such district then subject to private entry; and upon 
the return of such certificate or warrant, with evi- 


; dence of the location thereof having been legally made 


to the general land office, a patent shall be issued 
therefor. That in the event of the death of any such 
non-commissioned officer, musician, or private during 
service; or after his discharge, and before the issuing 
of a certificate or warrant as aforesaid, the said cer- 
tificate or warrant shall be issued in favor, and inure 
to the benefit of his family or relatives, according to 
the following rules: first, to the widow and to his chil- 
dren; second, his father; third, his mother. And in 
the event of his children being minors, then the legal- 
ly constituted guardian of such minor children shall, 
in conjunction with such of the ehildren, if any, as 
may be of full age, upon being duly authorized by the 
orphans’ or other court having probate jurisdiction, 
have power to sell, and dispose of such certificate or 
warrant for the benefit of those interested. And all 
sales, mortgages, powers, or other instruments of wri- 
ting, going to affect the title or claim to any such 
bounty right, made or executed prior to the issue of 
such warrant or certificate, shall be null and void to 
all intents and purposes whatsoever, nor shall such 
claim to bounty right be in any wise affected by, or 
charged with, or subject to, the payment of any debt 
or claim incurred by the soldier prior to the issuing of 
such certificate or warrant: Provided, that no land 
warrant issued under the provisions of this act shall 
be laid upon any lands of the United States to which 
there shall bea pre-emption right, or upon which 
there shall be an actual settlement and cultivation: 
Provided, further, that every such non-commissioned 
officer, musician, and private who may be entitled, 
under the provisions of this act, to receive a certifi- 
cate or warrant for one hundred and sixty acres of 


land shall be allowed the option to receive such cer- | 


tificate or warrant, or a treasury scrip for one hun- 
dred dollars, and such scrip whenever it is preferred, 
shall be issued by the secretary of the treasury to 
such person or persons as would be authorized to re- 
ceive such certificates or warrants for lauds; said scrip 
to bear an interest of six per cent. per annum, paya- 
ble semi-annually, redeemable at the pleasure of the 
government. And that each private, non-commission- 
ed officer, and musician, who shall have been receiv- 
ed into the service of the United States, since the com- 
mencement of the war with Mexico, for legs than 
twelye months, and shall have served for such term | 
or until honorably discharged, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive a Warrant for forty acres of land, which may be 
subject to private entry, or twenty five dollars in scrip 
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officers of the army four quartermasters of the rank of 
major, and ten assistant quartermasters with the rank — 
of captain.” 

““.Ipproved February 11, 1847.” 

11 .... By the 9th section of the act, each non- 
commissioned officer, musician, or private now ip 
service or who may hereafter be enlisted during the 
present war with Mexico, and who shall receive an 
honorable discharge either by expiration of his term 
of enlistment, or for disability incurred in the course 
of his service, will be entitled to a warrant for “‘one 
hundred and sixty acres of land,” which he will be. at 
liberty to locate in one body, upon any of the publie 
lands that may be subject to private entry; or, he may, 
at his option, when honorably discharged, receive trea- 
sury scrip to the amount of one hundred dollars, bear- 
ing six per cent. interest, payable semi-annually, and 
redeemable at the pleasure of the government. 

Officers will insert the previsions of this paragraph 
in their recruiting advertisements. 

Ill. . . . Under the decision of the attorney genera 
the three months extra pay provided for cases of re-en- 
listment by the 29th section of the act of July 5, 1838, 
is only allowed to the soldier who “may re-enlist into 
his company or regiment,” &c., for the period of five 
years; and if he re-enter the army for the term of 
“during the war’ with Mexico, he will be entitled 
only to the twelve dollars bounty, under the 2d secs 
tion of the act approved January 12, 1847. 

IV.... Each colonel, or other permanent comman- 
der of a regiment will appoint the regimental quar 
termaster, (subject to the approval of the secretary 
of war,) and report the same to the adjutant general. 
The appointments will be announced in regimental or- 
ders, and will not be vacated except by sentence of a 
general court martial, or by the authority of the per- 
manent commander of the regiment. These appoint- 
ments will only be conferred upon subalterns, who, to 
experience in service, unite high qualifications and 
sound practical discretion necessary for the efficient 
performance of the responsible and varied military 
duties of the station. 

The regimental Quartermaster will perform the 
functions of assistant commissary of subsistence, in 
addition to his duties as quartermaster of the regi- 
ment or post, if the command be less than a regi- 
ment. By oRDER: 

R. JONES; Adj’t General, 








STATES OF THE UNION. 
New York. Peculation —Accurding to the unani- 
mous report made by a commitiee of the legislature ap- 
puinted tu investigate the causes of the great cost incur- 
ed in the evilarge:nent of the Erie canal, it appears that 
the people have been defrauded of millions ot dollars by 
the dishonest practices of the agents, contractors, and 
others who had a hand in the work. The report is pub- 


lished. 


Erie railraad. The New York Express says: The 
benetit the city is already deriving from this important 
road, which as yet brings the produce of a part of two 
counties alune (Orange and Rockland) to market, can 
be in part appreciated by examiniug the following list of 
articles of consumption brought over the road to the 
city last year:— 





Quantily. Estimated value, 


Milk, quarts 7,090,430 $283,616 
Butter, los. 3,753 440 676,519 
Fresh meat, lbs. 3,007,880 150,490 
Catile, (bec!) head 2,362 86,853 
Calves, " 11,457 51,659 
Hogs, 4 5,533 33,366 
Sheep and lambs ” 8,198 29,978 
Suawberries, baske 389,920 15,596 


In addition to the above, large quantities of poultry, 
game, fruit, vegetables, &c. are brought to market. 

The Hudson River railroad. The charter was grant; 
ed fur this impurtant Improvernent, upan condition that 
valid subscriptions for stock should be made by the 234 
Feb., to the amount of $3,000,000, Spirited exertivus 
were made accordingly, and the road will progress. 


es 





if preferred; and in the event of the death of such vo- 
lunteer duringhis term of service, or after an honora- 
ble discharge, but before the passage of this act, then | 
the warrant for such land, or scrip, shall issue to the | 
wife, child, or children, if there be any, and if none, | 
then to the father, and if there be no father, then to 
the mother of such deceased volunteer: Provided, 
that, nothing contained in this section shall be contru- 
ed to give bounty land to such volunteers as were ac- 
cepted into service, and discharged without being 
marched to the seat of war. 

“Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, that it shall, | 
and may be lawful for the president, by and with the | 
advice and consent of the senate, to appoint from the | 





Pennsyivanta. Railroad.— We understand that the 
mayor of the city, subscribed for thirty thousand shares 
vt the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and paid:the 
tirst instalinent, viz: $150,000. ‘I'his with the individual 
subscription, willenable the commissioners to apply to 
the governor for letters patent, and then the stockholdere 
will elect a board of directors, and the work will be en- 
tered upon. [Phil. U. 8. Gaz. 





Deraware. Slevery.—The house of representatives 
of the state of Delaware passed a bill on the 19th inst. 
for the gradual abolition of slavery in that state. The 
proposition has yet to receive the sanction of the senate, 
which is expected to concur withthe house. ‘The num- 
ber of slaves in Delaware in the year 1840, when the 
last census was taken, wasonly 2,606, 
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—=, — a eeemenarabetie 
IND r, Resumine of payment.—'The W ashington f 

“TIaton’ of the 23d inst, congratuiates the people ot | 

Indiana upon the passage of w hat is termed ‘ihe Butler 


Bill,’ (suggested by Charles Butler, the agent,) and the 

rospect tit that measure insures of the completion of he 
ie and Wabash canal, and re-establishment of the 
credit of the state. The bill divides the state debt into 
two equal moieties, one of which isto be provided for by 
adequate taxation upon the state, and the other half to 
be paid from the proceeds of the Erie and Wabash ca- 
nal. Arrangements have been made for funds to com- 
plete the canal forthwith on these terms. In that event, 
says the Union, “the credit of the state will be honora- 
biy restored, and the Wabash and Erie cana! completed 
through to the Ohie river, «wo objects of great interest 
tothe whole country. Jt must be gratifying to the chief 
magistrate of this patriotic state (Gov. Whitcomb) that 
his efforts to retrieve its honor, have been crowned with 
entire success, and that Indiana has tahen her place in 
the line of debt-paying states, an event which will re- 
flect the highest credit upon, and ever be associated 
with, his administration, in the future history of the 
country.” 





Missouri. islative maneuvres. An article in the 
Missouri Republican states, that the enemies of the bill 
roviding for funding the state debt and completing the 
abash and Erie canal, attempted to defeat its passage 
by a variety of expedients, and finally by withdrawing 
from the senate and leaving the body without a quorum 
to conclude this and other important business of the 
sessior. Cyrus Taber, however, in this extremity, left 
the bed to which he was confined by illness, and made 
a quorum. Two of the recusant senators afterwards 
came in, and the measures of the session were com- 
pleted. 

“An uct, the better to keep members of the general 
sssembly from absconding from their seats and break- 
ing a quorum,” was immediately passed. It requires the 
treasurer in future to pay not over half tae per diem to 
members till after the close of each session, the other 
half to be forfeited in case of such absconding. 


Micnican. The capital.—By a large majority on the 
12th ins'., the house of representatives passed a bill per- 
manently to locate the capital of the state at Lansing. 
Ingham county. 





Frorwwa. Hanging match —Thousands congregated 
from far and near, at Racine, on the 3d inst., to see 
Bingham hung. The sheriff announced that he had 
received a reprieve for thirty days from Gov. Dodge. 
whereupon an effigy of the governor was paraded 
through the streets, and then hung by the disappointed 
crowd. 

IRELAND. 














The arrival of the Cambria, brings no mitigation of 
Irish sufferings. The miserable condition of the coun- 
try is evidenced by the nuinbers crowding froin its 
shores in every direction, flying ior life. 

It ia stated that there are 359,000 families over and 
above the ordinary laborers and farmers now desutute 
in Ireland, requiring ata calculation of 20/ per family. 
7,000,0002 for their yearly maintenance. . 

When we reflect, that this is yet but the month of Fe- 
bruary, that the Irish crop, even if ever so prolilic, can- 
not produce a single potato or a bushel of any kind of 
grain for nearly five months to come, towards the relie! 
of over nine millions of people that are upon that island, 
all of whom must have something to subsist upon, and 
at least, hundreds of thousands of whom, without relief 
from this country, must starve to death,—humanity can 
want no other prompting. 


At Boston, on the 18th inst., a meeting was held, at 
which J. Quincy, Jr. Esq., mayor of the city presided. 
Fanueil Hall was crowded to overflowing, including 
many ladies. On taking the chair, the mayor briefly 
addressed the meeting, and concluded by reading a let 
ter received from John F. Trumbull, assigning reasons 
for being unable to attend the meeting, and eiiclosing 
$500 as lis contribution towards relieving the sufferings 
of Ireland. 

Vice Presidents—Abbot! Lawrence, Nathaniel! Green, 
Simon G. Shipley, Wm. H. Hubbard, Thos. H. Per- 
kins, Esqrs. 

Secretariee—Lewis W. Tappan and Marcus Morton, 
Esqrs. 

The meeting was addressed by J. Thomas Stevenson, 
Dr. S. G. Howe, and Edward Everatt, Esqrs. Boston 
liberality was not an adequate expression for such an 
occasion as was vividly pictured forth: it was Christian 
duty, that now required prompt obedience at their hands. 

The wastes alened appropriate measures, and those 
are now being carried out with characteristic energy. 

The Brokers Board, Boston, contributed $500. 

A collection in St. John’s Catholic church, East Cam- 
bridge, Mass., for Ireland, amounted to $1,009. 


At Provipence, R.I., up to Saturday evening last, 
the collections amounted to $5,856. 


Ar New York, up to Wednesday, noon, the receipts 

at the Relief Committee room, had reached nearly $40,- 
> . 

The congregation of Grace church, contributed on 


Tue state oF Denawars, on the 15th inst., 
mously adepied resolutions, reconmmending the general 
government to despatch the U.S. ship Pennsylvania, 
or some of our noble war steamers, to carry food to our 
distressed fellow beings in Jreland, and giving the sanc- 
tion of the state to any measure the government can 
constitutionally adopt in aid of so charitable and Chris 
tian a duty, and requesting the senators and representa- 
tives of the state in congress to aid, by their votes and 
influence. 


nant 


At PuInapELpuia, the amount subscr'bed up to Wed 

wendy last, exceeded $6,000. A goodly number have 
contributed $500 each. 

Besides the genera! contributions, those from the dif- 
ferent religions denominations will be generous. The 
Roman Catholic churches of that city on Sunday last, 
contributed:— 


St. John’s Cathedral $1,223 86 
St. Joseph’s, about 600 00 
St. Mary’s 600 00 
St Patrick’s 342 10 


Collectively, they will probably amount to a little more 
than $5,000. , 

A resolution has passed the Pennsylvania legislature 
unanimously, directing the canal cominissioners to pass, 
free of toll, over the state works, all donations of pro- 
duce, clothing, &c. intended for the relief of Ireland. 


AT BautimoreE, the ward committees are actively em- 
ployed. The Friends’ committee of Baltimore have re- 
ceived from the citizens of Lynchburg, Va., through 
William Davis, Jr., the sum of $216 90. Also, 200 
bushels of corn and one barrel of corn meal from the 
ladies of York, Pa. Also, 100 bushels of corn from P. 
A. & 8. Small; and sundry smal! donations in provi- 
sions and money from persons ata distance as well as 
from their fellow citizens 

The collections at the Cathclic Cathedral on Sunday 
last, amounted to $375 85. 

St. Patrick’s church $378. 

Contributions of the Calvert Beneficial Society $219. 
From St. Rosa’s Catholic church, Montgomery coun- 
ty $60. 

The receipts of these sums enable the treasurer of the 
Relief Committee of Baltimore, to forward by the Ist of 
March steamer, 1,200 pounds sterling, (o\er $5,000) 
which will probably reach the sufferers ir a fortnight, 
and save many from actual! starvation before provisions, 
if purchased and shipped here could possibly reach 
them. 

Measures are actively going on in the mean time for 
forwarding provisions and whatever else may be con- 
tributed for the relief of the sufferers 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, have re- 
solved to transport, without charge, whatever is contri- 
buted fer the relief of Ireland. 

The Winchester Virginian of the 24th says: “300 bar- 
rels of corn and 30 barrels ot flour have been contribut- 
ed in town and vicinity, for the sufferers in Ireland.— 
And we learn that it has been forwarded to Walter & 
Co., Baltimore, from which place it will be immediately 
shipped to its foreign desti:ation. God speed the good 
work of charity.” 


The hon. S. S. Prentiss, was one of those who ad- 
dressed the meeting recently held at New Orleans, for 
the purpose of taking measures for tlie relief of Ireland. 
The tenor of his remarks may be judged of by the 
following extract: 

“There lies upon the other side of the wide Atlantic 
a beautiful island, famous in story and in sung. Its area 
is not so great as that of the state of Louisiana, while its 
population is almost half that of the Union. Ii has given 
to the world more than its shure of geniusand great- 
ness. It has been prolific in statesmen, warriors, and 
poets. Its brave and generous sons have fought suc- 
cessfully all battles but their own. In wit and humor it 
has no equal; while its harp, like its history, moves to 
tears by its sweet but melancholy pathos. Into this fair 
region God has seen fit to send the most terrible of all 
those fearful ministers who fulfil his inscrutable decrees. 
The earth has failed to give her increase; the common 
mother has forgotten her offspring, and her breast no 
longer affords them their accustomed nourishiment.— 
Famine, gaunt and ghastly famine, has seized a nation 
with its strangling grasp; and unhappy Ireland in the 
sad woes of the present, forgets for a moment the 
gloomy history of the past.” 
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Fesrvuary 18.—The vice president presented a com- 
munication from the secretary of war, relative to the 
hest means of effecting the removal of the Seminole 
Indians from Florida to the west of the Mississippi. It 
was referred to the committee on Indian affairs and 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill establishirg a U.S. court at Key West, 
Florida, was considered and passed. 

Mr. Diz, from the committee on commerce to 
whom had been referred the house bill regulating the 
carriage of passengers in merchant vessels, reported 
back the same with amendments. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Calhoun, Davis, 
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the bill passed. One of the amendnients increase 


the space allowed foreach passenger, from 
fourteen square feet. 

The naval appropriation bill was resumed. 
Amendments to authorize the appointment of a 
‘pyrotechnist,” with the rank and pay of lieutenant 
commanding; to authorize the purchase of land for 
the naval school at Annapolis, not exceeding twelve 
acres; providing for an additional clerk to the by- 
reau of docks and yards, ata salary of $1,000; were 
agreed to. 

An amendment to authorize the allowance of the 
claim of Commodore Parker for expenses incurred in 
conveying our commissioner to China, and an amend. 
ment to separate the staff of the marine corps from 
the line were rejected. 

An amendment to increase the amount appropria. 
ted for pay and subsistence, upwards of $200,000, to 
provide for the amount to be paid by the relinquish- 
ment of the spirit ration, was agreed to. 

The hill was then passed by informally. 

The three million bill was then taken up. 

Mr. Butler, of S. C., arose and addressed the sen- 
ate and having concluded, the subject was postponed 
till to-morrow, and the senate then adjourned. [For 
his speech see page 409.]} 

Feproary 19.—New Hampshire and New Jersey 
resolulions—Mr. Cilley, of N. H., presented memori. 
als from New Hampshire, adverse to the war and 
the institution of slavery. Also, the resolution of the 
New Hampshire legislature adverse to the institution 
of slavery and a war of any kind calculated to in- 
crease the institution of slavery. 

Mr. Calhoun wished to know (after the resolutions 
had been read) by what vote they had passed? 

Mr. Cilley was not certain. They passed by a 
large vote in the senate and by a considerable majo- 
rily in the house. 


tay 
tC to 


NM. Jersey resolutions—Mr. Miller, presented the re 
solutions of the legislature of New Jersey upon the 
same subject. 

Mr. Calhoun rose and offered several! resolutions in 
relation to the Wilmot proviso and proceeded to ad. 
dress the senate in relation to them; for the resolu. 
tions and his speech and subsequent debate, see page 
408. 

The senate adjourned. 

Frpruary 20.—A message was received from the 
president of the United States, transmitting, in com- 
pliance witha resolution of the senate of the 9th 
instant, information in relation to the landing of for- 
eign paupers and criminals on the shores of the Uni- 
ted States; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Soule presented a memorial from Jno. Hagan, 
EK. Lackett, and Therman Johnson, citizens of Lou- 
isiana, asking compensation for slaves liberated by 
the British authorities at Nassau, (N. P.,) when an 
American vessel put in there in distress. 

Mr. Evans, from the commitiee on finance, report- 
ed the bil) making appropriation for certain fortifica- 
tions of the United States for the year ending June 
30, 1848. 

The new military bill was, on motion of Mr Benton, 
taken up. Mr. B. explained the bill in detail and 
moved to fill up the blank of bounty for re-enlisting 
volunteers by inserting the sum of $12, which motion 
was agreed to. 

The amen: ments to the bill making appropriation 
for the support of the naval service having been re- 
ported as correctly engrossed, the bill was read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Dix then moved further to amend the bill by 
adding an additional section, giving the president the 
power, by and with the advice of the senate, to ap- 
point two deputy paymasters geaeral, with the pay 
and emoluments of « deputy quartermaster general, 
and ten assistant paymasters, with the pay and emol- 
uments of paymasters of the army; the latter to be 
allowed under the authority of the secretary of war, 
to employ one clerk each, at a salary not exceeding 
seven hundred dollars. 

Mr. Crittenden opposed these new amendments, 
and moved to strike out at least the two deputy pay- 
masters general. Negatived by 15 to 16. Mr. C. 
now moved to strike out the allow ance of clerks.— 
Negatived 15 to 16. 

Mr. Jarnagin moved that the appointments of te 
paymasters should require confirmation by the senate. 
Negatived 14 to 15. 

Mr. Crittenden moved to strike out the three ‘‘as 
sistant adjutants general.”” Negatived, 15 to 16. 

After amendments in certain clauses, and other 
discussion, the order of the day was called for and— 

The three million bill was resumed. 

Mr. Simmons, of R.1., arose, and addressed the 
senate in Opposition to its passage, and having con: 
cluded the senate adjourned. 

Frerruary 22.—On motion of Mr. Benton, the sem 
ate preceeded to consider the bill to authorize the 








Sunday $1,746 to the Irish relief fund. 
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, the amendment pending being that of Mr. At- 
chison to strike out the fifth section of the bill, which 
relates to giving the president the power to fill up 
the vacancies as they occur in the volunteer corps. 

Mr. Huntington sustained the motion of Mr. Atchi- 
son; when a long debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
Diz, Atchison, Webster, Butler, Crittenden, Calhoun, 
Cass, Morehead, Huntington, and Allen participated. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs. Areher, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, 
Berrien, Breese, Calhoun, Cilley, Thos. Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, 
Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, of 
La. Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Rusk, Sim- 
mons, Webster--27. 

NAYS —Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Bright, But- 
ler, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Mason, 
Niles, Sevier, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott—17. 

The bill was further amended and reported to the 
senate, and after considerable debate, in whieh 
Messrs. Dix, Westcott, Crittenden, Cameron, Webster, 
Calhoun, and Allen participated; when— 

Mr. Jurnagin intimated that he had amendments 
to offer— 

Mr. Sevier called for the special order; and the 
senate proceeded to the consideration of the 

Three million bill. Mr. Soule, of La., addressed the 
senate in a speech of great length; when he conclud- 
ed— 

The senate, on motion, proceeded to the consider- 
ation of executive business; and after some time spent 
therein, adjourned. 

Fesravary 23.—Mr. Corwin presented resolutions 
of the Ohio legislature in favor of settling French 
spoliation claims prior to 1801. 

Mr. Davis presented a bill to amend the act regu- 
lating the carriage of passengers in merchant ves- 
sels, and to determine the time when such aet shall 
take effect. It was read twice and referred to the 
committee on commerce. 

The committee having reported the bill back with- 
out amendment, and with a recommendation for its 
speedy passage, it was considered, and ordered to a 
third reading. ‘The bill provides that the act lately 
passed shall take effect, in regard to vessels arriving | 
from ports on this side of the Cape of Good Hope | 
and Cape Horn, from and after the 3lst of May next, 
and in regard to vessels arriving from beyond said 
capes from and after the 31st of October next. So 
much of the act as authorizes the shippers to esti- 
mate two children as one passenger, is repealed, and 
the clear superficial feet for each passenger shall be 
twelve instead of fourteen feet, if the vessel does not 
pass between the Tropics. 

Mr. Archer introduced a bill providing for the pur- 
chase of the Madison papers for $25000. Read 





the war with Mexico, and this was known from the 
documents. But it was not deemed a good cause by 
Mr. E. The government of the United States was 
the first aggressom Mr. E. also argued—the first be- 
cause it threatened war, took possession of a disputed 
territory, and blockaded Mexican ports before war 
was declared. Thus on the 24th of April the pre- 
sident declared that Mexico had committed no act 
of hostility, and yet on the 12th of April the execu- 
tive had ordered the blockade of a Mexican river.— 
The singular spectacle was presented of two nations 
ct war, and yet neither had deelared war, though 
each had declared that the war was commenced by 
the acts of the other. Mr. E. went on to show that 
the original aggressions were with us—with us be- 
cause we made the first advance for the armed oc- 
cupation of disputed territory. When Maine had a 
disputed territory with Great Britain, the United 
States, under Gen. Jackson, refused over and over 
again to second the efforts of Maine to secure what 
she regarded as her own. The general government 
would not consent to lift a finger to protect this dis- 
puted territory until the question of boundary had 
been settled. The citizens of Mame were imprison- 
ed in the British provinces and there was no redress. 
—When Maine called upon the general government 
for redress she was rebuked, repelled, cast off; an: 
yet upon a question precisely similar, when ‘Texas 
was the complainant, the whole country was in arms 
upon a question of boundary and disputed territory. 
Mr. E. urged a vigorous prosecution of peace as the 
best policy of the government. If the administration 
would go back to the time when the senator from S. 
C. was at the head of the state department, and in- 
stead of claiming the Rio Grande to be our boundary 
agree to the truth that it was an open question—if it 
would be magnanimous as it could afford to be, re- 
ceiving thereby the respect of the world and the es- 
teem of the country—peace would soon ensue. 

In conclusion, Mr. E. spoke with much feeling of 
the question of slavery. {it was in vain for him to 
crowd out the thoughts that pressed upon his mind. 
There was a section of the country determined that 
no territory should be added to the Union unless sla. 
very was excluded. There was another section 
equally determined that no territory should be added 
if slavery was excluded. And many in both sections 
were of opinion that there should be no more terri- 
tory. If what Mr. Jefferson once said was true, “I 
tremble when I think that God is just, and that his 
justice will not sleep forever.’’ It might be that this 
was the hour and this the subject when we were to 
be visited by the displeasure of the Almighty. It 


‘be that Texas which was added to the Uniun to per- 


petuate the institution of slavery would prove the 
instrument of its overthrow. The fulure to him was 





twice. 
Mr. Corwin introduced a bill to refund to the sev- | 
eral states ile sums advanced by them for volunteers | 
revious to being mustered into the service of the 
bited States. Read twice and referred to the mi- 
litary committee. 
_ More army officers—A number of private bills hav- 
ing been reported, the senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill making provision for an additional 
number of general officers, and for other purposes. 
After the rejection of some proposed amendments, 
Mr. Diz moved to amend by providing that the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of the 
regiment of dragoons authorized by the ten regiment 
act, shall receive the same bounty as is allowed to 
thuse of other regiments authorized by the same act. 
Agreed to. 


Avother amendment by Mr. Jarnagin was agreed 
to, which provides that the names of all additional 
paymasters hereafter appointed shall be submitted to 
the senate for confirmation. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 

third reading. 
_ The question relative to the reception of alien pe- 
titions, founded upon the memorial of Jno. A. Barry, 
Presented a few days since, then came up, and after 
some debate was laid on the table. 

Oregon mails—On motion of Mr. Niles, the senate 
then took up the bill providing for the transportation 
of the mails to Oregou. Mr. N. moved to amend, by 
adding the following: Provided, That the departure 
and return of said mail may, al the discretion of the 
Seer general, be either fron Charleston, New 

ork, Savannah, Pensacola, or New Orleans, as may 
be deemed most consistent with the public interest. 

he amendment was agreed to, and the bill read a 
third time and passed. 

The three million bill was then resumed, when 

Mr. Evans addressed the senate in review of the 
War. He beld that the war might have been and 
Could have been avuided; that it was an unjust war; 
that peace might be and ought to be secured, and the 
Sooner secured the better. Jt was argued, aiso, that 





the refusal to receive Mr. Slidell was the cause of ! morrow sv as to lave tiem belore the senate at the 


dark, and he would not pretend to penetrate it. It 
involved civil war, strife, disunion perhaps. He did 
not see how peace could be made, but yet fell it to 


'be necessary, and therefore above all things was 


ready and desirous to see a vigorous prosecution of 
peace. 

Mr. Breese, of I1]., continued the debate in defence 
of the war and the resolutions adopted by the legis- 
lature of his state. 

The senate closed with an executive session. 

Fesruary 24.—After the reception of petitions 
and reports, 

The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, was taken 
up. A number of minor amendments suggested from 
the committee on finance were adopted. 

Subtreasury chief clerk. Mr. Evans, at the request 
of the secretary of the treasury, subuiitled an amend- 
ment authorizing the subtreasurer to imploy a chief 
clerk, ata salary of $2000 per annum, who should 
be authorized to perform all the duties of the sub- 
treasurer, in the absence of the latter. After some 
debate Mr. Niles moved to strike out $2000 and in. 
sert $1,500, which was agreed to. Mr. Huntington 
moved to strike out that part giving authority to the 
clerk to perform the duties of the subtreasurer, 
which was also agreed to. The amendment as amend- 
ed, was then adopted. 

Mr. Johnson, of La. moved an amendment making 
an appropriation for the completion of the marine 
hospital and the erection of a new custom house at 
New Orleans, but before taking any question upou it, 
the bili was postponed until to-morrow 

Mr. Crittenden gave notice that he should ask leave 
to-morrow to bring in a bill for the relief of Ireland. 

Mr. Calhoun gave notice that on to-morrow, at 
due time as the senate should be full, he would call 
up the resolutions submitted by him on the 19th (rela- 
tive to the Wilmot proviso.) 

Mr. Webster said that he had not designed address- 
ing the senate uponhis resolutions untiljihe three mil- 
lion bill was disposed of; but as the debate on that 
bill was to be protracted s0 much beyond the time he 
bad anticipated, he would call up his resolutions to- 
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. 
a time with those of the senator from South Car_ 
ona. 

Tur Turee Mitiion Bix, was then taken up.— 
There was a very crowded audience. 

Mr. Benron addressed the senate at great length, 
and almost exclusively in reference to the course of 
the senator from South Carolina, Mr. Catuoun, to 
whom he attributed the raising of the question of the 
origin of the Mexican war on the present occasion. 
That question was now to be met however, and Mr, 
Benton at once accused Mr. Calhoun of being the 
author of the war, whilst exercising the duties of se- 
cretary of State, to prove which, he proceeded to 
produce a number of documents going to show, that 
it wag the mntroduction of the slave question by Mr. 
Calhoun into his correspondence with the British 
ministers, and his avowing the determination of the 
United States government to maintain the principles 
of slavery, and his precipitate measures for the im- 
mediate annexation of Texas with that avowed ob- 
ject, which led to the assembling of ‘the world’s 
convention’ at London, for which movement he held 
Mr. Cajhoun to be responsible. He insisted that 
Mr. Calhoun by carrying out that determination, by 
inducing President Tyler to adopt the conrse he did, 
on the last day of his presidency, was the measure 
that precipitated us into this war. 

The secretary knew that he had made war with 
Mexico—that in accepting the gage three times laid 
down, he had joined an issue which that compound 
of Celtic blood, called Spanish, would redeem. [ 
knew it, and said it on this floor, in secret session— 
for | did not then choose to say it in public—that if 
there was but one man of that blood in all Mexico, 
and he no bigger than Gen. Tom Thumb, he would 
fight. Senators will recollect it. (Mr. Mangum 
nodded assent.} 


I now come to the last act in this tragedy of errors 
—the alternative resolutions adopted by congress in 
the last days of the session of 1844-°45, and in the 
last moments of Mr. Tyler’s administration. A re- 
solve, single and absolute, had been made by the 
house of representatives; it came to this body; and an 
alternative resolution was added, subject to the 
choice of the President, authorizing negotiations for 
the admission, and appropriating $100,000 to defray 
the expenses of these negoliafions. A senator from 
North Carolina, not now a member of this body, but 
who I have the pleasure to see sitting near me, [Mr. 
Hay wood,} knows all about that alternative resolu- 
tion, and his country owes him good thanks for his 
labors about it. It was considered by everybody, 
that the choice between these resolutions belonged 
to the new President, who had been elected with a 
-pecial view to the adinission of Texas, and who 
was already in the city, awailing the morning of the 
4th of March to enter upon the execution of his du- 
ties, and upon whose administration all the evils of a 
ini-take in the choice of those resolutions were to fall. 
We ulbexpected the question to be left open to the 
new President; and so strong was that expectation, 
and so strong the feeling against the decency or pro- 
priety of interference on the part of the expiring ad- 
ministration, to snatch this choice out of the bands 
of Mr. Polk, that, on a mere suggestion of the possi- 
bility of such a proceeding, in a debate on this floor, 
a senutor standing in the relation personally, and 
politically, and locally, to feel for the bonor of the 
then Secretary of State, declared they would not 
have the audacity to do it. Audacity was the word; 
and tat was the declaration of a gentleman of hon- 
or and patriotism, no longer a member of this body, 
but who has the respect and best wishes of all who 
ever knew him. 1 speak of Mr. McDuffie, and 
quote his words as heard at the time, and as since 
printed and published by others. Mr. McDuffie 
was mistaken! ‘They did have the audacity!-— 











They did do it! or rather, ne did it, (looking at 
Mr, Calhoun;) for it is incontestable that Mr. Tyler 
was nothing, in anything that related to the T'exs 
as question, from the time of the arrival of his secre- 
tary of state. His fast act, in relation to Texas, 
was the answer which Mr. Nelson gave for him 
through the agent, Murphy, denying his right to lend 
our forces to the president of Texas to fizht the 
Mexicans while we were at peace with them: the 
reversal of that answer by his new secretary was the 
extinction of his power over the Texas question.— 
He, the then secretary of State, the present senator 
from South Carolina, to whom I address myself, 


did it. 


On Sunday, the second day of March,—that day 
which preceded the last day of his authority—and on 
that day, sacred to peace—the council sat,.that acted 
on the resolutions;—and in the darkness of a night 
howling with the storm, and battling with the ele- 
ments, as if heaven warred upon the audacious act, 
(for welldol remember it,) the fatal messenger 
was sent off, which carried the selected resolution te 
Texas. The act was then done: Texas was admitt- 
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ed: all the consequences of almission were incurred 


—and especially that consequence which Mr. de Bo- 
eanegra had denounced, and which our secretary had 
wecepted—war. The state of war was established 
—the status belli was created—and that by the opera- 
tion of our own constitution, as well as by the filed 
declaration of Mexico; for Texas then being admitt- 
éd into the Unior, the war with her extended to the 
whole Union; and the duty of protecting ner, devolv- 
ed upon the President of the United Staies. The 
élection of the absolute resolution exhausted our ac— 
tion: the alternative resolution for negotiation was 
defunct: the only mode of admission was the absolute 
One, and it made war. The war was made to Mr. 
Polk’s hand: his administration came into existence 
#ith war upon hishands, and under the constitation- 
al duty to protect Texas at the expense of war with 
Mexico: and to that point, all events rapidly tended. 
The Mexican minister, General Almonte, who had 
returned to Washington city after the rejection of the 
treaty of annexation, demanded his passports, and 
Jeft the United States. The land forces which had 
been advanced to the Sabine, were advanced to Cor- 

s Christi: the Mexican troops moved towards the 
Rio Grande: the fleet which remained at Vera Cruz, 
continued there: commerce died out: the citizens of 
each country left the other, as far as they could: an- 

ry denunciations filled the press of ecacli country: 
and when a minister was sent from the United States, 
his reception was refused. The state of war existed 
legally: all the circumstances of war, except the 
single circumstance of bloodshed, existed at the ac- 
cession of Mr. Polk; and the two countries, Mexico 
and the United States, stood in a relation to each 
other impossible to be continued. The march upon 
the Rio Grande brought on the conflict—made the 
collision of arms—but not the war. The war was 
prepared, organized, established by the secretary of 
State, before he left the department. It was his le 
gacy to the democracy, and to the Polk admunistra- 
tion—his last gift to them, in the moment of taking a 
jong farewell. And now he sets up for a man of 
ace, and throws all the blame of war upon Mr. 
olk, to whom he bequeathed it. 

Cicero says that Antony, flying from Rome to the 
camp of Cesar in Cisalpine Gaul, was the cause of 
the civil war which followed—as much so as Helen 
was of the Trojan war. Ut Helena Trojanis, sic isle 
huic reipublice causa belli—causa pestis aique exilii fuit. 
He says that that flight put an end to all chance of 
accommodation; ¢losed the door to all conciliation; 
broke up the plans of all peaceable men; and by in- 
ducing Cesar to break up his camp in Gaul, and 
smarch across the Rubicon, lit up the flames of civil 
war in Italy. In like manner, a say tha! the flight 
of the winged messenger from this capital on the 
Sunduy night before the 3d of March, despatched by 
the then secretary of State, in the expiring moment 
of his power, and bearing his fatal choice to the ca- 
pital of Texas, was the direct cause of the war with 
Mexico in which we are now engaged. Like the 
flight of Antony, it broke up the plans of al! peacea- 
bie men, slammed the door upon negotiation, put an 
end to all chance for accoinmodation, broke up the 
camp on the Sabine, sent the troops towards Mexico, 
and litup the war. Like Antony, and the others, he 
made the war: unlike Antuny, he dues not stand to it; 
but, copying rather the conduct of the paramour of 
Helen, he flies from the combat he has provoked! 
and, worse than Paris, he endeavors to draw along 
with him, in his own unhappy fight, the whole Awe- 
rican host. Paris fled alone at the sight of Menelaus: 
the senator from South Carolina urges us all to fly 
at the sight of Santa Anna. And, it may be, that 
worse than Paris agiin, he may refuse to return to 
the field. Paiis went back under the keen reproach 
of Hecior, and tried to fight. 

‘For thee the soldier bleeds, the matron mourns, 
And wasteful war in all ils fury burns ” 

Stung with this Just and keen rebuke—this vivid 
picture of the ruin be had made—Paris returned to 
the field, and tried to fight: and, now, it remains to 
be scen whether the senator from South Curolina can 
do the same: and, if not, whether he cannot, at least, 
eease to obstruct the arms of others—cease to labor 
to involve the whole army in his own womanly re- 
treat. 


Upon the evidence now given, drawn from his 
psbiic official acts alone, he stands the undisputed 
euthor aed architect of that calamity. History will 
so write him down. Inexorabdle nisTory, with her 

n of iron and tablets of brass, wiliso write him 
down: and two thousand years hence, and three thou- 
sand years hence, the boy at his lesson shal! learn it 
at the boek, that as Helen was the cause of the 
Trojan, and Antony the cause of the Roman civil 
war, and Lord North made the war of the revolu- 
Yon, just so certainly is John C. Cathoun the author 





He now sets up for the charater of pacificator— 
with what justice, let the further fact proclaim which 
lnow expose. Three hundred newspapers, in the 
summer of 1844, in the pay of the department of 
state, spoke the sentiment of the départment of state. 
and pursued as traitors to the United States all who 
were for the peaceable annexation of Texas by set 
thing the boundary line of Texas with Mexico simul. 
taneously with the annexation. Here is the instruc- 
tion under which the three hundred acted: 

‘“*As the conductor of the official yournal here, he 
has requested me to answer it, (your letter), which 
request | comply with readily. 

* e * * n eB * *% 
**With regard to the course of your paper, you can 
take the tone of the administration from the * * * * *, 
| think, however, and would recommend that you 
would confine yourself to attacks upon Benton, show- 
ing that he has allied himself with the whigs on the 
Texas question. Quote Jackson’s letter on Texas, 
where he denounces all those as traitors to the coun- 
try who oppose the treaty. Apply it to Benton.— 
Proclaim that Benton, by attacking Mr. Tyler and 
his friends, and driving them from the party, is aiding 
the election of Mr. Clay; and charge him with doing 
this todefeat Mr. Polk, and insure himself the suc- 
cession in 1848; and claim that full justice be done to 
the acts and motives of John Tyler by the leaders. 
Harp up these strings. Do not prop»se the Union: 
‘it is the business of the democrats to do this, and ar- 
range it to our perfect satisfaction.’ I quote here from 
our leading friend at the south. Such is the course 
which | recommend, and which you can pursue, or 
not, according to your rea! attachment to the admin- 
istration.” 

* ¥ * » * > * 
**Look out for my leader of to-morrow as an indi- 
cation, and regard this letter as of the most strict and 
inviolate confidence of character.” 

I make no comment on this letter, nor read the 
other parts of it: a time will come for that. It is an 
original, and will keep, and will prove itself. | 
merely read a paragraph now to show with what 
justice the person who was in the department of 
stale when these 300 newspapers in its pay were 
thus attacking the men of peace, now sets up for the 
character of pacificator! 

[Mr. Calhoun. Does he intend to sav that 1 ever 
wrote such a letter? ¥ 

Mr. Benton. | read ii. [ say nothing. 

Mr. Calhoun. I never wrote such a letter as that! 
Mr. Benton. I have not said so. 


Mr. Calhoun. I take this occasion to say that ] 
never exercised the slightest influence over that pa- 
per. I never had the slightest connexion with it. ] 
never was a subscriber toit, and] very rarely read it. 
Mr. Benton. It was the work of one of the organs 
of the administration, not John Jones; and the in- 
struction was followed by three hundred newspapers 
in the pay of the department of state. ] 

Mr. Calhoun briefly replied to Mr. Benton’s charges, 
but with great point and terseness. 

Mr C. said he hod heard two days ago that an ela- 
borate attack was to be made upon him, and he 
came here expecting lo here it, and with itsomething 
like an argument; but of all empty and inconclusive 
arguments, this was the most narrow and incoherent 
he had ever heard from thatsenator. He could even 
thank him for such an attack, confident as he was, 
that such an assau!t would result in his own elevation 
and in the relative depression of the senator. He 
expressed himselt amazed at the attack of the se- 
wator, but he could not be surprised that he had 
brought forward such old and stale charges. Every 
one of these charges had been urged two years since 
aud were repelled by him. 

Mr. Calhoun proceeded to a somewhat elaburate 
defence of the treaty of 1819, the course he had taken 
upon the question of annexation of Texas, his de- 
fence of that course, and a somewhat protracted ar- 
gument in defence of the opinion entertained by him 
thalno war was necessary. Mr. C. believed that the 
war could have been avoided even after the battles 
of May last, by ordering a provisional army to be 
raised for the protection of our territory. By this 
means we could have secured the Rio Grande and 
been saved the expense of an invading war. 

In regard to the annexation of Texas to the United 
States, from the moment of the separation of Texas 
from Mexico he had never entertained a doubt that 
annexation must take place. It was merely a ques- 
tion of time; for he knew it was impossible that she 
could long hold her independence without involving 
us in difficulties. He had remarked to a friend at 
the time that two coterminous slave states could not 
exist without mutually assisting each other. He had 
kept his eyes upon the subject of annexation. It was 
with him merely a questron of time. He had waited 
patiently, and rather advocated delay, but ne foresaw 





@f the pregept war between the United States and 
Mexico. 
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place. It was his determination to carry it through 
and he succeeded. It was one of the proudest acts 
of his life, and the senator from Missouri could not 
deprive him of the merit of being the author of that 
great act. If this government had acted afterwards 
with common prudence, Mexico and ourselves would 
have been this day good friends. He had forborne to 
enter upon this subject. Every senator knew that he 
was opposed to the war; but no one knew the depth 
of that opposition but himself. In one short hour 
after the act of recognition of the war passed, he had 
said to his friends that a deed had beén done from 
which the country would scarcely ever recover. A 
curtain had been dropped between him and the fu. 
ture, and for the first time in his life the future wag 
shut out from tis view. 3 

Mr. C. enlarged upon this point. The settlement 
of the Oregon question previous to the commence- 
ment of hostilities with Mexico, he said was one of 
the most fortunate events for this country that had 
eyer occurred. If it had not been settled before a 
conflict took place, the probability was that there 
would have been no settlement of it. ? 

Mr. Benton said a few words in rejoinder, when on 
motion of Mr. Davis the senate went into executive 
session and then adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuorspay, Fes. 18.—The bill to continue certain 
public works in Wi-consin was taken up and consid- 
ec for two hours, and then rejected. 

Mr. Davis, of Ky., said that the iniquitous and ac- 
cursed war with Mexico was costing this nation 
more than enough to remove every obstruction in 
every important river in the country. Millions had 
been spent, hundreds of millions would be spent, 
before there was an end of this war, and yet con- 
gress was asked to suspend all peaceful works— 
everything contributing to the protection of people 
and property, and to provide alone for the prosecu- 
tion of this unjust, unconstitutional, and odious fo- 
reign war. Fle was for appropriating a share of this 
money—the common treasure of the nation—to ob- 
jects of public improvement. He hoped the wes- 
tern rivers and harbors would be improved, and that 
a legitimate share of the nation’s treasure would be 
appropriated to this purpose of saving life and pro- 
perty at home, as well as for wasting life and destroy- 
ing property abroad. 

The house next went into committee of the whole, 
(Mr. Caleb B. Smith in the chair,) and took up the 
bill making appropriations for certain harbors in 
Wisconsin. Various amendments were offered, em- 
bracing pretty much all the items in the river and 
harbor bill of the last session. 

Sundry speeches were made, the longest one by 
Mr. Crozier, of ‘Tenn., who embraced the occasion 
to animadvert in strong terms upon the inconsisten- 
cy of the president of the United States on the sub- 
ject of internal improvements by the general govern: 
ment, contrasting his former opinions and votes with 
his present doctrines and conduct. 

At 3 o’clock, on motiun, tie committee rose and 
the house adjourned. 

Fripay, Fes. 19.—The house adopted a resolu- 
tion, moved last evening, to take the territorial bill 
(upon which the river and harbor bill was moved by 
Mr. McClernand as an amendment) from the com- 
mittee of the whole in thirty minutes alter the quet 
tion shall have again been taken up in committee. 

Mr. McClernand, of lilinois, paesented a memo- 
rial from the Jackson Monument Association, asking 
congress to give the association four useless brass 
cannon taken by general Jackson at Pensacola for 
the purpose of contributing to the erection of a 
Bronze Siatue, to be erected to general Jaekson.— 
Carried by 112 to 40. 

Private calendar.—The house went into committee 
of the whole upon the private caleudar, and the fol- 
lowing bills were passed afterwards in the house, 
viz—for the relief of the heirs of Vice President 
Tompkins, of New York; for the relief of the heirs 
of John Paul Jones. Passed by yeas and nays, 85 to 
52. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Marshall Ro- 
chambeau, was rejected in committee and in the 
house. 

The senate bills of a private character were passed 
tu a second reading, between fifty and sixty in num 
ber, after which the house adjourned. 

Saruapay, Fes. 20.—The house engaged in the 
consideration of private vills, a Jarge number of 
which were passed, and then went into com:niltee 
of the whole (Mr. Cubb in the chair,) and took up 
the river and harbor bill, reduced from the bill 
last session. After considering the same for some 
time, the committee rose and reported the bill, and 
the house passed it by a vote of 89 to 72. 

The house adjourned. 

Monpay, Fes. 22.—Mr. McKay, of N. C., moved 





| that annexation was indispensable: that it must take 
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committee of the whole upon the army Dill. The 
motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. Winthrop spoke for an hour against the bill in 
its present shape. Mr. W. offered an amendment as 
a proviso that none of the money should be expend- 
ed with a view of prosecuting the war for the ac- 

uisition of territory—the addition of new states to 
this Union—or for the dismemberment of Mexico. 

Mr. Pendleton next addressed the committee in 
favor of the bill, but against the conduct of the presi- 
dent in bringing on the war. As we were in the war, 
brought on by the president, he was for sustaining 
the latier. The remedy was with the people to 
elect a better man than Mr. Polk for their pre- 
sident and as a commander-in-chief of the army and 
navy. 

Mr. Joseph R. Ingersoll followed, and advocated the 
passage of the bill. He was for carrying on the war 
vigorously, no matter what the consequences might 
be. 

Mr. Darragh next addressed the committee in fa- 
yor of the bill, and in condemnation of the adminis 
tration. 


Mr. Ferry next addressed the committee, not on the 
pill under consideration, but in favor of rendering as- 
sistance to suffering Ireland. 

Mr. Collamer followed, and spoke against the bill 
in its present shape and against the further prosecu- 
tion of the war. 


The committee rose, and the house adopted a re- 
solution to end the debate on the army appropriation 
pill to-morrow, at 3 o’clock. 

Mr. McClernand rose to a personal explanation.— 
It appeared that Mr. Morris, of Ohio, had made the 
charge of corruption against some member or mea- 
bers of the committee on public lands, in connection 
with the report and passage of the mineral land bill. 
Mr. McC. asked if the memher from Ohio alluded to 
him in this charge of corruption? 


Mr. Morris declined anawerinz directly, but said he 


had no evidence that the gentleman from Illinois was 
guilty of corruption in the matter. 

Mr. Collamer a member of the committee, also, 
asked if he was meant, and if so, he said he pronounc- 
ed the charge utterly false. 

Mr. Mosely, also a member of the same committee, 
asked the member from Ohio to say yes or no to the 
question whether he implicated him. Not receiving 
asalisfactory answer, he moved that a committee 
of five be appointed to examine the whole subject 
and report the facts in the case, that the brand might 
be placed where it belonged! For that object ne 
offere! a resolution to raise the committee. But there 
being no qiorum present, on mution, the house ad- 
journed. 


Tuespar, Fes. 23. Mr. Hunt, of Mich., of the 
committee on public lands, arose and having in rela- 
lion to the charges preferred by Mr. Morris, of Ohio, 
of fraud and corruption against members of that com. 
mittee, and of his (Mr. M's.) disavowal of having 
reference to oiher members of said committee, (as 
Messrs. McClelland, Collamer and Moseley,) entered 
intoexplanations showing that he had been assailed 
ina most unjust manner, and that the imputations 
were without proof or authority of any sort. Mr. 
H. spoke of the conduct of the member from Ohio as 
dishonorable in preferring charges of which he knew 
hothing, or knew to be false. Mr. H. spoke also of 
the shameful imputations against a committee, by 
inuendo, when ouly one member of a committee was 
meant. 

Mr. Morris, was eventually brought to the decla- 
ration that he made no charges of fraud and corrup 
lion, and none of improper influences on the part of 
thecommittee. Influences in favor of the bill he be- 
lieved had been used. 

With this disclaimer the majority were content to 
let the whole subject drop, and the resolution of in- 
Vestigation was laid upon the table. 

Army bill.—-The house went into committee 
of the «hole upon the army bill, when a debate arose 
chiely by Messrs. Morris of N. H., Carroll of N. Y., 
and Dromgoole of Va., which continued until three 
ome the time agreed upon for closing the discus- 

on. 

Mr. McKay of N.C. introduced from the commit- 
tee of Ways and means a Jarge number of amend- 
Ments increasing the appropriations. They were 
agreed to without dissent. 

Mr. Winthrep of Mass. offered the third proviso 
ellered by him yesterday, declaring that the war with 

lexico was nol to be prosecuted witha view to con- 
quest nor the dismemberment of Mexico. Agreed to 
10 Committee by a vote of 65 to 54. 

Mr. Gentry of Tennessee offered an amendment 
‘ppropriating five hundred thousand dollars for the 
xpenses home of sick and disabled soldiers dis- 
Charged from the army at New Orleans or other 
Places. Carried in committee by a vote of 79 to 74. 











The bill was then reportod tothe house where the 
change upon Mr. Winthrop’s amendment was 8° 
great that the amendment was lost by a vote of 124 
to 76. Mr. Gentry’s amendment was carried by a 
vote of 121 to 54. 

The yeas and nays were ordered upon the passage 
of the bill, and it was passed by a vote of 152 to 28. 

A resolution was adopted to meet hereafter at 10 
o’clock. 

Several executive documents were received and 
ordered to be printed, and the senate bill, (passed 
to day,) regulating the shipment of emigrant passen- 
gers, and the time of the operation of the bill coming 
oP the house adjourned upon a motion to refer the 

ill. 


Wepnespay, Fs. 24.—The rules were suspend- 
ed for one hour to receive reports from standing com: 
mittees. 


The following bills were passed; for licensing 
yatches and for other purposes. 

Also a bill establishing collection districts in Tex- 
as and for other purposes. 

A bill was reported for building a custom house at 
Nantucket. 

A bill amending the act providing for the payment 
of vessels lost in the public service and for other pur- 
poses. Passed. 

The joint resolution giving the assent of congress 
for the purchase of additional land for the armories 
at Springfield and Harper’s Ferry. Reported and laid 
over. 


A bill was reported authorising the secretary of 
war to contract for the improvement of the slack 
water navigation of the Ohio river, and that the se- 
cretary advertise for contracts, and that the go- 
vernment have the privilege of purchasing any such 
work at their pleasure. Referred to the committee 


of the whole. 


Post office bill.— The house went into committee of 
the whole upen the post route bill, which was re- 
ported to the house and passed with amend:nent ex- 
tending the franking privilege and increasing the pay 
of postmasters. The pay of postmasters is to be regu- 
lated by the amount received as follows on the suns 
received. Pamphlets, magazines and newspapers, 
50 percent. Letters and packages delivered, 7 per 
cent. On sums not exceeding $100, 40 per cent.— 
On sums not less than $100 nor more than $400, 335 
percent. On sums not less than $400 nor more than 
$2,400, 30 per cent. 

The franking privilege is extended to the vice pre- 
sident and members of congress to the Ist Monday 
of December following the old congress as in previ- 
ous acts, An amendment was adopted providing for 
the repeal of the section in previous laws, which 
requires the post master general to advertise in pa- 
pers having the largest circulation. This bill was 
reported to the house between 4 and 5 P. M., when 
on motion the house adjourned. 
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SENATORS CALHOUN AND BENTON. 





IN THE U. 8. SENATE, FEBRUARY 19, 1847, 
On the resolutions of the non-slaveholding states, and the 
Wilmot Proviso. 


Mr. Calhoun said: Mr. President, I rise to offer a set 
of resolutions in reference to the various resolutions 
from the state legislatures upon the subject of what 
they call the extension of slavery, and the proviso 
attached to tne house bill, called the three miliion 
bill. What 1 propose before I send my resolu- 
tions to the table is, to make a few explanatory re- 
marks. 

Mr. President, it was solemnly asserted on this 
floor some time ago, that all parties in the non-slave- 
holding states had come to a fixed and solemn deter- 
mination upon two propositions. One was, that 
there should be no further admission of any states 
into this Union which permitted by their constitu- 
lion the existence of slavery; and the other was, that 
siavery should not hereafter exist ia any of the terri- 
tories of the United States; the effect of which would 
be to give to the non-slaveholding states the mono- 
poly of the public domain, to the entire exclusion of 
the slaveholding states. Since that declaration was 
made Mr. President, we have abundant proof that 
there was a satisfactory foundation for it. We have 
received already sulemn resolutions passed by seven 
of the non-slaveholding states—one half of the 
number already in the Union, lowa not being count 
ed—using the strongest possible language to that 
effect; and no doubt in a short space of time similar 
resolutions will be received from all the non-slave- 
holding states. But we need not go beyond the walls 
of congress. The subject has been agitated in the 
other house, and they have sent you up a bill ‘‘pre- 


hibiting the extension of slavery’? (using their own 
language) ‘‘to any territory which may be acquired 
by the United States hereafter.” At the same time, 
two resolutions which have been moved to extend the 
compromise line from the Rocky Mountains to the 
Pacific, during the present sassion, have been rejeet- 
ed by a decided majority. 

Sir, there is no mistaking the signs of the times; 
and it is high time that the southern states, the slave- 
holding states, should inquire what is now their re- 
lative strength in this Union, and what it will be if 
this determination should be carried into effect here- 
after. Sir, already we are in a minority—{ use the 
word ‘we’ for brevity sake—atready we are in a 
minority in the other house, in the electoral college, 
and, 1 may say, in every department of this go- 
vernment, except at present in the senate of the 
United Siates—there for the present we have an 
equility. Of the twenty eight states, fourteen 
are non-slaveholding, and fourteen are slavehold- 
ing, counting Delaware, which is doubtful, as 
one of the non-slaveholding states. But this equality 
of strength exists only in the senate. One-of the 
clerks at my request has furnished me with a state- 
ment of what is the relative strength of the two de- 
scriptions of states, in the other house of congress, 
and in the electoral college. There are 228 repre- 
sentatives, including lowa, which is already repre- 
sented there. Of these, 138 are from the non-slave- 
holding states, and 9U are from what are called the 
slave states, giving a majority in the aggregate to the 
former of 48. In the electoral college there are 168 
votes belonging to the non-slaveholding states, and 
118 to the slaveholding, giving a majority of 50 to 
the non-slaveholding. 

We, Mr. President, have at present only one posi- 
tion in the government, by which we may make any 
resistance to this aggressive policy which has been 
declared against the south; or any other that the non- 
slaveholding stales may choose to take. And this 
equality in this body 1s of the most transient charac- 
ter. Already lowa isa state; but, owing tu some 
domestic calamity, is not yet represented in this body. 
When she appears here, there will be an addition of 
two senators to the representatives here of the non- 
slaveholding states. Already Wisconsin has passed 
the initiatory stage, and will be here at next session. 
This will add two more, making a clear majority of 
four in this body on the side of the non-slaveholding 
states, who will thus be enabled to sway every branch 
of this government at their will and pleasure. But, 
sir, if this aggressive policy be followed—if the de- 
termination of the non-slaveholding states is to be 
adhered to hereafter, and we are to be entirely ex- 
cluded from the territories which we already possess, 
or may possess—if this isto be the fixed policy 
of the government, I ask what will be our situation 
hereafter? 

Sir, there is ample space for twelve or fifteen of 

the largest description of states in the territories be- 
longing to the United States. Already a law is in 
course of passage through the other house creating 
ove north of Wisconsin. ‘There is ample room for 
another north of lowa; and another north of that; and 
then that large region extending on this side of the 
Rocky Mountains, from 49 degrees, down to the 
Texan line, which may be set down fairly as an 
area of twelve and a half degrees of latitude—that 
extended region of itself 1s susceptible of having six, 
seven, or eight states. To this add Oregon, which 
extends from 49 to 42 degrees, which will give four 
more, and | make a very moderate calculation when 
I say that, in addition to lowa and Wisconsin, tweive 
more states upon the territory already ours—withe 
out reference to any acquisition from Mexico—may 
be, and will be, shortly added to these United 
States. How will we then stand? There will be 
but fourteen on the part of the south—we are to be 
fixed, limited, and forever—and twenty-eight.on the 
part of the non-slaveholding states! ‘Twenty-eight! 
Double our number! And with the same dis 
portion in the other house and in the electoral col- 
iege! 
hands of the non-slavebolding states—overwhelm- 
iugly. 
Sir, if this state of things is to go on. If this des 
termination, so solemnly made, is to be persisted in, 
where shall we stand, as far as this federal governs 
ment of ours is concerned? Whatthen, must we do? 
We must look to justice—to our own interests—to 
the constitution. We will have no longer a shield 
even in equality here. Now cam we rely upon the 
sense of justice of this body? Ought weto rely upoa 
this? These are the solemn questions which | put ea 
all sides. " 

Sir, look to the past. If we are to look to that 
I wiil not go into the details—we will see from the 
beginning ef this government to the present day, as 
far as pecuniary resourees are concerned—as far as 
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found that we have been a portion of the commu- 
nity which has substantially supported this govern 
ment without receiving anything like a tantamount 
support from it. But why should | go beyond this 
very measure itself? Why go beyond this deter- 
mination on the part of the non-slaveholding states, 
that there can be no addition to the slavelolding 
states, to prove what our opinion is? 

Sir, what is the entire amount of this policy? I 
will not say that it is so designed. 1 will not 
say from what cause it originated. | will not 
say whether blind fanaticism on one side, whether 
a hostile feeling to slavery entertained by many not 
fanatical on the other, has produced it; or whether it 
has been the work of men, who, locking to political 
power, have considered the agitation of this question 
as the most effectual mode of obtaining the spoils of 
this government. I look to the fact itself. It isa 
policy now openly avowed to be persisted in. Itisa 
policy, Mr. President which aims to monopolize the 
powers of this government and obtain sole possession 
of its patronage. 


Now, I ask, is there any remedy? Does the con- 
stitution afford any remedy? And if not, is there any 
hope? These, Mr. President, are solemn questions— 
not only to us, but, let me say to gentlemen from the 
non-slavebolding states, to them. Sur, the day that 
the balance between the two sections of the country 
—the slaveholding states and the non-slaveholding 
states—is destroyed, is a day that will not be far re- 
moved from political revolution, anarchy, civil war, 
and wide-spread disaster. The balance of this sys- 
tem is in the slaveholding states. They are the con. 
servative portion—-always have been the conserva- 
tive portion—always will be the conservative portion; 
and with a due balance on their part may, for gene- 
rations to ceme, uphold this glorious Union of ours. 
But if this policy should be carried out—if we are 
to be reduced to a handful—i! we are to become a 
mere ball to play the presidential game with—to 
count something in the Baltimore caucus—if this is 
to be the resuli—wo! wo! | say to this Union! 

Now, sir, I put again the solemn question—does 
the constitution afford any remedy? Is there any 
og in it by which this aggressive policy— 

oldly avowed, as if perfectly consistent with our 
institutions and the safety and prosperity of the U. 
States!—may be confronted? Is this a policy con- 
sistent with the constitution? No, Mr. President, no! 
It is, in all its features, daringly opposed to the con- 
stitution. What is it? Ours is a federal constitution. 
The states are its constilucnts, and not the people. 
The twenty-eight states—the twenty-nine states (in- 
cluding lowa)—stand under this government as twen- 
ty-nine individuals, or as twenty-nine individuals 
would stand to a consolidated power. Jt was not 
made for the mere individual prosperity of the state 
as individuals. No sir. It was made for higher 
ends. It was formed that every state constituting a 
portion of this great Unio of ours should enjoy all 
sts advantages, natural and acquired, with greater 
security, and enjoy them more perfectly. ‘he whole 
system 18 based on justice and equality—perfect 
equality between the members of this republic.— 
Nor can that be consistent with equality which will 
make this public domain a monopoly on one side— 
which, in its consequences, would place the whole 

ower in one section of the Univun to be wielded 
against the other sections of the Union? Is that 
equality? 


How do we stand in reference to this territorial 
uestion—this public domain of ours? Why, sir, 
what is it? Jt is the common property of the states 
of this Union. ‘They are called ‘the territores ot 
the United States.’ And what are the ‘United 
States’ but the states united? Sir, these territories 
are the property of the states united; held jointly 
for their common use. And is it consistent with 
justice—is it consistent with equality, that any por- 
tion, of the partners, outnumbering another portion, 
shall oust them in this common property of theirs— 
shall pass any law which shall proscribe the citizens 
of other portions of the Union from emigrating with 
their property to the teritorries of the United States? 
Would that be consistent—can it be consistent with 
the idea of acommon property, held jointly for the 
common benefit of ali? Would it be so considered 
in private life? Would it not be considered the great- 
est outrage in the world, and which any court on the 
face of the globe would at once overrule? 

Mr. President, not only is that proposition grossly 
inconsistent with the constitution, but the other, 
which undertakes to say that no state shail be ad- 
mitted into this Union, which shali not proliibit by 
jts constitution the existence of slaves, is equally a 


ber of this Union hasa right to form its own go- 
vernment as it pleases; and that, in order to be ad- 


that the government shall be republican. It is not 
so expressly prescribed by the instrument itself, but 


in this Union a republican form of government.— 
Now, sir, what is proposed, from a vague, indefinite, 
erroneous, and most da: gerous conception of private 
individual liberty, to overrule this great common 
liberty which a people have of framing their own 
constitution! Sir, the individual right of men is not 


reasoning, as his common liberty. And yet, sir, 
there are men of such delicate feeling on the subject 
of liberty—there are men who cannot possibly bear 
what they call slavery in one section of the coun- 
try—(and it is not so much slavery as an institution 
indispensable for the good of both races)—men so 
squeamish on this point, that they are ready tostrike 
down the higher right of a community to govern 
themselves, in order to maintain the absolute right 
of individuals ia all circumstances, to govern them- 
selves! 


Mr. President, the resolutions that ] have propos- 
ed, present, in exact terms, these great truths. I 
propose to present them to the senate; 1 propose to 
have a vote upon them; and I trust there is no gen- 
tleman here who will refuse a direct vote upon these 
propositions. [tis manly that we shall know the 
state of things. It is due to our constituents that 
we should insist upon it; and I, as one, will insist 
upon it that the sense of this body shall be taken; the 
body which respresents the states in their capacity 
as communities, and the members of which are to 
be their special guardians. It is duetothem, sir, that 
there should be a fair expression of what is the sense 
of this body. Upon that expression much depends. 
It is the only stand which wecan have. It is the 
only position which we can take, which will upheld 
us with anything like independence—which will 
give us any chance at all to maintain an equality in 
this Union, on those great principles to which I have 
had reference. Overrule these principles, and we are 
nothing! Preserve them, and we will ever be a re- 
spectable portion of the community. 

Sir, here let me say a word as to the compromise 
line, [ have always considered it as a great error— 
highly injurious to the south, because it surrendered 
for mere temporary purposes, those high principles 
of the constitution upon which I think we ought to 
stand. Jam against any compromise line. Yet | 
would have been willing to have continued the com- 
promise line. One of the resolutions in the house, 
to that effect, was offered at my suggestion, I said toa 
friend there, (Mr. Burt,) ‘Let us not be disturbers 
of this Union. As abhorrent to my feelings as is that 
compromise line, let it be adhered to in good faith; 
and if the other portions of the Union are willing to 
stand by it, let us notrefuse tostand by it. It has 
kept peace for some time, and in the circumstances, 
perhaps it would be better to keep peace as it is.”’-- 
But, sir, it was voted down by an overwhelming ma- 
jority. It was renewed by a gentleman from a non- 
slaveholding state, and again voted by an overwhelm- 
ing majority. 


Well, I see my way in the constitution. I cannot 
in the compromise. A compromise is but an act of 
congress. It may be overruled at any time. It gives 
us no security. But the constitution is stable. [t is 
a rock. On it I can stand. It is a principle on which 
we can meet our friends from the non slavekolding 
states. Itis firm ground, on which they can better 
stand in opposition to fanaticism, than on the shifting 
sands of compromise. 


Let us be dune with compromise. Let us go back 
and stand upon the constilution. 

Well, sir, what if the decision of this body shall 
deny to us this high constitutional right, which in 
my opinion is as clear as any in the instrument it- 
seli—the more defined and stable, indeed, because 
deducted from the entire body of the instrument, and 
the nature of the subject to which it relates? What 
then? ‘That is a question which I will not undertake 
to decide. It is a question for our constituents—the 
slaveholding states. A solemn and a great question, 
Mr. President. And if the decision should be ad- 
verse at this time, I trust and | do believe that they 
will take under solemn consideration what they 
ought todo. I give noudvice. It would be hazard 
ous and dangerous for me to do so. But I may speak 
as au individual member of thatsection of the Union. 
There 1 drew my first breath. There are all my 
hopes. 1] ama planter—a colton planter. lama 
southern u.an, and a slaveholder—a kind and a mer- 





great outrage against the constitution of the United 
States. 1 hold to be a fundamental principle of our 

olitical system, that the people have a right to es- 
tablish what government they may think proper for 


ciful one, | trust—ana none the worse for being a 
\slaveholder. I say, for one, 1 would rather meet 


themselves; that every state about to become a mem-| Our equality—one inch of what belongs Pa, 
ledge inferiority! 
mitted, there is but one qualification, and that 1s thing to sinking down into acknowledged inferio. 
rity! 


by that great section which guarantees to every state | think 1 see the future, if we do not stand u 


members of this great republic! What! acknow. 


The surrender of life is no. 


T have examined the subject largely—widely. | 
now; 


and in my humble opinion, the condition of Ireland 
is merciful and happy—the condition of Hindostay is 
peace and happiness—the condition of Jamaica 4s 
prosperous and happy, to what the southern States 


will be if now they yield! 
Mr. President, I desire that the resolutions Which 


nearly so easily to be established by any course of! } now send to the table be read. 


{The resolutions were read as follows:] 

Resolved, That the territories of the United States 
belong to the several states composing this Union 

and are held by them as their joint and common pro- 
rty. 

Resolved, That congress as the joint agent and re. 
presentative of the states of the Union, has no right 
to make any law or do any act whatever that shall 
directly or by its effects make any discrimination be. 
tween the states of this Union, by which any one of 
them shall be deprived of ifs full and equal rights jn 
any territory of the United States acquired or to be 
acquired. 

Resolved, That the enactment of any law which 
should directly or by its effects deprive the citizens 
of any of the states of this Union from emigrating, 
with their property, into any of the territories of the 
United States would make such a discrimination; 
and would, therefore, be a violation of the constity. 
tion and the rights of the states from which such ci- 
lizens emigrated, and in derogation of that perfect 
equality which belongs to them as members of this 
Union, and would tend directly to subvert the Union 
itself. 

Resolved, That it is a fundamental principle in our 
political creed, that a people in forming a constitu. 
tion, have the unconditional right to form and adopt 
the government they may think best calculated to 
secure their liberty, prosperity, and happiness; and 
that in conformity thereto, no other condition 1s im- 
posed by the federal constitution or a state in order 
tu be admitted into this Union, except that this con- 
stitution shall be republican; and that the imposition 
of any other by congress would not only be in viola. 
tion of the constitution, but in direct conflict with the 
principles on which our political system rests. 

I move that the resolutions be printed. I shall 
move that they be taken up to-morrow; and I do 
trust that the senate will give tiem early attention, 
and an early vote upon the subject. 

Here the honorable senator resumed his seat. 

Mr. Benton then rose and said:—Mr, President we 

have some business to transact. I donot intend to 
avoid business for a string of abstractious. 
Mr. Calhoun. The senator says he cannot take up 
abstractions. ‘The constitution is an abstraction.— 
Propriety is an abstraction. All the great rules of 
life are abstractions. The Declaration of Lidepen- 
dence was made on an abstraction; and when | hear 
a man declare that he is against abstract truth in a 
case of this kind, lam prepared to know what his 
course will be! 1 certainly supposed that the senator 
from Missouri, the representative uf a slavehoiding 
state, would have supported these resolutions. | 
moved them in good faith, under a solemn conviction 
of what was due to those whom I represent; and due 
the whole south and the whole Union. I have as 
little desire as any senator to obstruct public busi- 
ness. All I wantis a decision, and a decision be- 
fore the three million bill is decided. If the senator 
from Missouri wants to-murrow morning, very well. 
The resolution can be taken up on Monday. 

Mr. Benton. 1 will pursue my own course when 
the time comes. I know what are abstractions, and 
whatare not. I know what business is, and what1s 
not. Iam for going on with the busines of the seé- 
sion; and [ say, 1 shall not vote for abstractions, 
years ahcad, tu the exclusison of business. He says 
he calculated on my course. He is mistaken, He 
knows very weil, from my whole course in public 
life, that | never would ieave public business to take 
up firebrands to set the world on fire. 

Mr. Calhoun. The senator does not at all compre 
hend me. 

Mr. Benton. Iam from the right place. 
the side of my country and the Union. 

The resolutions were then ordered to be printed. 

Resolutions were then presented by Mr. Cilley, of 
N.H.; Mr. Muller, of N. J.; and Mr. Cameron, of 
Pa., upon the subject of slavery, &c. 

‘Lhe navy appropriation bill was further consider- 
ed and then passed. 

The three million bill was next taken up. Mr. 
Houston spoke at length in its support, and on the 
subject of the annexation of Texas, the Texas wal, 


[ am on 





any extremity upon earth than give up one inch of 


the position of Mr. Polk, &c.,&c. in conclusion, he 
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quotation ands iipetalioe gain 
a and were well received. e re- 
penne aa of the Amalekites and the Israel- 
oe to the tired arms of Joshua that were held 
way supported by his people until the going down 
of the sun, and said that as the enemies of Joshua’s 
‘ ople were to be slain by the sword, so ought to be 
x Mexican enemies of Mr. Polk’s people, and that 
Mr. Polk’s arms, if weak, ought to be held up and 
copported by his people until the end of his term of 
taal 
we Mr. Houston had concluded, a short, pi- 
vant and animated debate sprung up, in which 
Messrs. Calhoun, Cass, Sevier, and Westcott partici- 
ee Calhoun alluded to the pregress of the war— 
the proposition of General Arista, in the autumn of 
1844, to Gen. Taylor, that neither army should take 
sition on the disputed territory between the Nue- 
ces and the Rio Grande—to the letter of Mr. Marks, 
ate consul at Matamoros, on the subject, which let. 
ier is now in the state department—and finally stated 
that the administration would be compelled to adopt 
the line of policy he had marked out, and when it 
hould come to that, as come it must, the boundary 
line he suggested would be considered the proper 


made a eeriptural 


one. 
Mr. Cass admitted the existence of Mr. Marks’ 
etter on the files of the state department, but con- 
nded that one passage in it was founted io error. 
inally, the subject was dropped, and, on motion— 
The senate went into executive session. 





SPEECH OF MR. BUTLER, OF S. C. 
IN SENATE U. 8. 


TuurspAY Feproary 18. The senate having re- 
med the consideration of the three million bill in 
ommitttee of the whole. 
Mr. Butler addressed the senate as follows: [ ap- 
roach this subject, sir, with an embarrassment 
hich | have in vain attempted to throw off. But I 
il! endeavor to redeem the pledge I made yester- 
fay, by confining my remarks within as short a limit 
s possible; for upon reflection Iam much more dis- 
ose] to listen tothe remarks of others than to un- 
riake to offer any suggestions of my own. This 
ar has brought up subjects to the consideration of 
is body which, viewed in whatever aspect, are at- 
nied and surrounded with gloomy and perplexing 
mificulties. My own mind has not been relieved by 
ything which has yet been sroposed; and when 
ay that it has not been relieved, } am sure it would 
vanity in me to suppose that I could myself offer 
y remarks or suggestions to relieve the difficulties 
others. Until I determined to make a few remarks 
tle subject, I confess that I had not fully realized 
p magnitude of the subject in all its bearings. We 
ein the midst of a war. It has its horrors, its ca- | 
ities, and ats hazards. They are inseparable from 
war, and Ido not know that they are more revol- 
g than those which accompany all wars. But 
bea Lturn to another view of this subject I am 
more appalled. J wish that I could louk to peace | 
any relief. We have the war; and at this very | 
ment, whilst our friends and kindred are either | 
paged in the perils of the battle, or are proceeding 
ther amid all the perila of a dangerous coast and 
ipestuous ocean, instead of finding any relief from 
suggestions made here for a speedy, honorable, 
sale peace, | find no other prospect presented 
ne; for if some of the demonstrations which have 
Nimade—and they come in an imposing form 
ld) imposing sources—are to be carried out, peace 
l bring with it still gloomier circumstances; and 
re will be more abiding perils in the peace itself 
there were dangers in the war, viewed in any 
111 which you may choose to regard them. It 
Nn occasion, sir, which calls for union, justice, and 
om, It calls for the spirit of compromise on the 
Mion altar of our country. And yet, at this very 
» When all these influences united might save the 
blry, what do we find? Discord mingling in our 
Iclis, with her profane torch raised, and shriek- 
Bloud that she is ready lo burn down the temple of 
‘erties, unless the terms of peace prescribed 
Ectional fanaticism and sectional ambition shall 
Onceded! In these circumstances, whether I look 
“ror to peace, it isscarcely with hope. How- 
»'0 @ republic like this, amid the agitations of a 
»eclive, anc progressive public opinion, we must 
“t some of Ihe hazards to accompany the glories 
* iustitutions. We must meet them as far and 
‘las we can. As I intend to rely for the pro- 
0 of the section of the country which I have the 
_./ part to represent, upon the guaranties of the 
“tution, 1 will endeavor as far as it is practicable 
old any sectional appeals in any form whatever 





no favors to ask—no aspirations beyond the perform- 
ance of my duty. And certainly if it should be sup- 
posed that came here with any premeditated aver- 
sion to this administration, or especially to the pres- 
ident of the United States, there would be then a 
great mistake. I will endeavor to go through in the 
performance of my duty; and I will say in the be- 
ginning, as far as I know myself, I will do the pres- 
ident and his administration justice; and when this 
war is, a8 it has been, denounced as lawless in its 
origin, unjust in itsobjects, and mischievous in its 
conseq'iences, | must say this much for the president. 
that as far as its origin is concerned, he is in some 
measures to be held responsible; but as far as its 
consequences are concerned, I do not see, Mr. Presi- 
dent, why the odium or the responsibility should be 
thrown upon him. I cannot undertake to say what 
may have been the immediate cause of the origin of 
this war; but I know one thing, it has been recogni- 
sed and sanctioned—if you choose to say, declared 
in a most solemn manner by the legislature; and ifthe 
legislature of the Union has adopted the war, it does 
seem me that to itis nothing but fair that it should 
share in all the responsibility incident to it. I donot 
profess or pretend to make any remarks on the origin 
of this war. It is not my purpose to do so. Because 
1 think ita good maxim, full of wisdom: ‘ Beware of 
an entrance toa quarre!; but, beingin, bear it that 
thine adverssary beware of thee!” And _ another: 
“Give thy thought no tongue, nor any unpropor- 
tioned thought his act.” 


Now we are in the war, I can see no purpose 
in advertising an enemy what shall be our ut- 
most determination in relation to it. 1 think it im- 
politic, unwise, and as far, therefore,as we can indi- 
cate our ulmost purpose, it ought to be kept to our- 
selves. [ think that the president thus far is enti- 
tled to the indulgent consideration of this body. He 
was placed in difficult circumstances. He was cal- 
led on to occupy the territory of Texas. That ter- 
ritory had been ceded under peculiar circumstances. 
The boundaries were not defined, but it was received 
with instructions obligatory on the president to take 
possession of it; and, as the representative of the 
nation, he had to run all the hazards of a collision 
with an enemy—lI would not saythen an enemy— 
but with a government that had disputed not only 
the right of the republic on which we claimed our 
title, but disputed our right to any portion of that 
territory whatsoever. How, then, was the president 
to proceed? [ will endeavor to do him justice—so as 
not to provoke a jealous, distrustful, and suspicious 
people. They were claiming all, aud in the midst of 
the distraction of faction had no responsibile gov- 
ernment to take cognizance of this matter. 

Well, no mailer what had been the position as- 
sumed by the president, it would have been disputed. 
But when the cessiou was made by this republic of 
Texas—and it was the most extraordinary thing per- 
haps in the history of nations to find one republic 
inking a grant of the whole of its domain to another; 
when that cession was made, perhaps the president, 
thinking it proper to take possession co-extensive 











here, [ may say without disguise, but not as) 


with the limits ofthe grant, found himself embarass 
ed and ultimately involved against uis own design 
in this collision with another government. But, as 
{ before suid, we are in a war; and now to examine 
into its origia is unwise, impolitic, and | cannot see 
any good that is to be altained by it. I am not dis- 
posed to go beyond its declaration, for declaration 
it is. This government, in the most solemn manner, 
put at the disposal of the president ten millions of 
dollars and fifty thousand troops. They put the 
sword in his band, and demanded him touse it. Af.- 
ter this, what are we to do? ‘That brings up the 
plain and practical question which seems to be in. 
volved in the bill on your table. What does that 
bill propose? Lintend to speak directly to that be- 
fore | puss to the other topics of greater importance, 
though, pernaps, not ultimately affecting the decision | 
of the quesito:. What, then, isi? It is a measure 





purporting to be fur tue purpose of obtaining a spec- 

dy, honorable, and, | hope, a safe peace. Weil, so | 
| 1egard the subject in but one respect. Looking at | 
it only as it concerns our relations with a peopel 
government, | would have very little difficulty on the 

subject. It is only in the other aspect, as respects | 
its bearing on our own domestic institutions, that it | 
really becomes inost formidable, But if this be a} 
measure for peace, to take the alternative presented | 
by my honorable frieud tro.n Marylnnd, [Mr. John. | 
son,| l would much profer to “buy”—if you choose | 
to use the word—an honorable peace, made volunta- | 
rily by the people of Mexico, rather than have aay 

peace extorted from them at the duress of the can- 

non or the point of tie bayonet. 
it would be a subject of reproach, but it would be an | 
event very much to be depiored if our army were to 
penetrate into the heart of Mexico, and there under- 


Il do not know that | 





! 





pass uuder the yoke. It would be unfortunate, so far 
ag regards the peace itself. You might have hands 
to signit. You might find those who, under the 
dictation of your armies, would, perhaps, put their 
hands tothe paper. But what people on earth, pre- 
tending to be identified with their soil—who had 
mingled the sweat of their brow with the very soil 
on which they lived—could keep such a peace with 
any other than punic hearts? —[t woul 
it would be a peace only so long as the people could 
not break it with impunity. I am far, therefore 
from desiring such a result. And another thins I 
would say, on this occasion, let the yonng adventurers 
of this nation, active, restless, and enterprising ag 
they are, once look upon the fair fields of Mexico 
and it will be as vain to attempt to restrain them as 
to restrain the young eagles from returning to the 
carnage of willing and submissive victims. lf you 
ever dictate such a peace as that with arms in your 
hands, within the palaces of Mexico, you are sowing 
the seeds of eternal strife betweeu the two republics. 
It is impossible, sir, to relieve a people compelled to 
submit to such a peace from the abiding mortification 
from which they would be continually attempting to 
relieve themselves. I desire no such result. 


] have always regarded patriotism as being some- 
what mystically associated with the love of soil. as 
well as the institutions of a people. I have always 
regarded that as one of the most beautiful passages 
in history, in which Bernadotte, whilst he felt it his 
duty as a sovereign to oppose Nopcleon, and for that 
purpose exercised all his powers in conjunction with 
others, yet when they approached the frontiers of 
France, he paused and he refused to invade his na- 
tive soil! You cannot separate that feelin 
people. I would not wish, sir, 
earth divested of that feeling. Least of all should 
I desire to see any act of a republic like ours tending 
to eradicate from the heacts of any people such a sa. 
cred national sentiment. In this point of view 
therefore, I should regard it as a great misfortune, 
if itshould become necessary to carry on our olfens 
sive operations so far that we could by humiliation— 
by mere terror of our arms—<force and extort from 
Mexico such a peace as the hearts of her people 
could not willingly observe. But there is the other 
alternative, and Itake that of my honorable friend 
from Maryland. Suppose a peace were presented 
to Mexico, directly or indirectly, in such terms as 
these: ‘‘We are engaged in war. You owe our citi- 
zens money. They have just claims against you.— 
Thus far you have been unable to paythem. Having 
appealed to the arbitrament of the sword, we insist 
upon their adjustment.” Mexico replies that sne 
has no resources—that, exhausted by this protracted 
war, she Is unable to respond to the dem md, ‘Very 
well!” we might reply; ‘‘if you cannot do that. we 
have this simple proposition to make. We will not 
only assume the debts due to our own citizens, but 
more then that. We are willing to give in advance 
three millions of dollars in consideration that you 
will cede such territory as you can honestly and 
fairly—in looking at your own policy—spare, with- 
out interfering with the integrity of your country.” 
Now, sir, it is a difficult proposition. We are speak- 
ing of this all on one side. We do not know that 
Mexico ig going to consider it; but] am very much 
inclined to think that if this money had been placed 
at the disposal of the president last session, we would 
have done more than all our armies have elfected.— 
Not by bribery. [donot mean that itshould have 
been used for the prosiituted purpose of corrupting 
generals and magistrates, but siinpiy to tell a n: 
sitous people: ‘*You are exhausted. You have not 
money Lo pay your troops. But here, in considera- 
tion of some territory that you might spare, we are 
willing to advance to you three millions of dollars 
and assume all the responsivility you owe our citi 
zens in the adjustment of theirclaims.” [| believe 
sir, that if you had said that, it would have had ait 
effect than all the war ineausures that you have adup- 
pted, and | fur one would have much preferred it.— 
A spontancous peace, coming from a people, made 
with thelr own consent, 





d be no peace. 


g from any 
to see any people on 
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and without coerciun, is not 
only more becoming as regards our national policy; 
but, In my opinion, would be founded :n Wisdom, and 
would be inuch more permanent than any other. [ 
know other suggestions have been made. Other 
counsels may be followed. ButJ am inclined to be- 
lieve that they are dangerous, and that tue eonse- 
quences will ve found to be fatal only when it is too 
late toavert them. Yes. I am inclined to think 
thatevery day this war is protracted, its «mischiefs 
will increase. If the peace had been concluded on- 
ly a few months after the brilliant battles on the Rio 
Grande on the 8:h and 9th, it might have been well 
for us. And, indeed, it was supposed that when this 
government placed at the disposal of the president 
ten millions of dollars, and filly thousand men—not 


san on this subject. { have no griefs to avenge; | take to dictate terms to the people by making them a doudt was entertained in my part ofthe country at 
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least—that we would have a speedy and an honora- 
ble peace. We have been mistaken. Wewill be 
still more mistaken, if we suppose we can conquer 
a peace by subjugating a people, by invaling their 
soil, and taking their cities! As far, therefore, as 
that 1s concerned, | would be very much averse to 
rt. 1] would be willing to make this experiment, and 
wait until it could be made. 


But I will be asked, **What territory do you want? 
But for the mischievous suggestions which have 
come up in some of your resolutions there—I say it 
with ali sincerity, and from the bottom of my heart, 
before Gud—lI would have been much better satisfi- 
ed if the territory had fallen on the northern side ot 
the line of 36 deg. 30 min. | say this much, sir, 
with no purpose or desire to agitate that question; 
but when I am told—and in the resolutions of New 
York told—in the most imposing language, that this 
war is waged, and wust be prosecuted with a view 
to the acquisition of territory, nut only to and beyond 
the degree | have mentioned—but any territory; and 
that when acquired, that the people whom | repre- 
sent are to participate in none of the fruits of con. 
quest—none of the fruits of victory—that all the 
jruits are to be like the apple of discord; why, do 
you suppose that we can submit to any such ar- 
rangement as that? Do you suppose that, after haviag 
excited us, under the institutions of this republic, 
to a belief that we are equal, and that our posterity 
wilt be equal in all respects. We are told, sir, in 
the most insulting manver, that we are to be degra- 
ded ina political and social pomt of view? I say it, 
and | say it here, so far as regards all the objects ol 
liie—position, empire, wealth, everything—ail would 
be nothing to me af Lfound that I had lived wiih 
those who would regard me as an iuierior in any 
point of view. I ask for existence for no other pur- 
pose but the enjoymeat of this proud feeling of 
equality. Having excited it, having been taught to 
prize il, is it to be supposed that fam to forteit it in 
this way? Weill, thatis what is proposed. So far 
as regards this peace, it we are lu have any territo- 
ry at ati—and it presents this singular anc very im- 

osing predicament, we go lo war, pulting at their 
disposal filly or a Lundred millons of dollars, which 
are expended atiasiby the authorily of this govern- 
ment. ‘Phe bones of our soldiers are Vleaching 
upon the fields of Mexico, or entombed in her svil, 
Thousands perish in this war. Peace is declared, 
and there is no indemauity or Compensation. No; the 
only remuverauien you will have will be the soluiers 
coming upon their crutches, asking you for pensions 
for the balance of their tives; and yet L would raiher 
expend ail that money, aud incur all these hazards 
anu subject myself to all these calamities tian t 
would see the fraternity lormed under the ueion ol 
this federal consthution broken up. 1 have associ- 
ations with the old thirteen slates. | have seen, and 
rejuiced in the blessings of our Union. fam ad- 
meonished on ail hands that that Union ougiit to be 
pres. tved. 1 would give every thing to preserve 
i, except liverty ilscif, But if we are te have 
territory, 1 see no other mode ol preserving 
this Union than by giving up everything. When 1 
see the accummulation of resolutions here making 
the current of publre opinion stronger and deeper 
every day, | have very little confidence in any com 
promise by which the calamity may be sought to be 
averted. Yuu cannot avert it by compromise. It 
is beyond you. At will come upon you; and I hope 
when t does come, the Union will be found stron 

ger than thuse who are willing, wilh their criminal 
Casuisiry, to sport with it under partly banuers. 1 
think a will prove stronger. Ta my opinion, it ds 
getting stronger every duy, so lar as rezards the 
Original siales. Aud why? Your intercourse is more 
frequent—more profitavie-—veller regulated—not on- 
ly miterconrse wilh Ubuse adjacent tu each otner, Dut 
what is distance now? What ts ihe distance bet. een 


Chariestun and New York, between Detroit and any | 


partol the west and New Orleans? Why, Itc asce 
aimost by the iueprovements of these «u.cdern days; 
and while we are rebuked every day oy the biduce- 
Mmeuts to continue in this Union, itis one of the obv- 
jecis, which it seems to me political—il 1 should nut 
use exact terms, | hope | shall be excused— political 
aspirants, with crimamal ibdiflerence to the couse- 
Quences, are sporting wilh every movement. W hen 

ow jovk tu the future, Can you nut behuld the lime 
when the grand-children ot thuse now living in Mas- 
sachuselis, with an enterprise characteristic of ail 


the northern states will be found at the south, and | 


as you think of such a painful issue as the shedding 
oft kisdred bDivod in a contest of this kind, are you 


not turcibly admonished of the duty to consult the | franchise in that territory, unless he is a non-slave-j 


spirit of Compromise in which this constitution origi- 
mated, and which pervades thal instrument lurough- 
out? ii we cuuld ail bul worsliip on the allar of 

ustice avd geod taith, erected by our ancestors, | 
would trust every owe ef the questions which have 





been brought up here to New York, Pennsylvania, 
or Massachusetts. Yes; and let me here relate, by 
way of illustration, an historical fact, before I pro- 
cee] to the proposition which I mean to present. It 
is known that Vermont came into the Union after 
the formation of the present federal constitution.— 
Now, suppose it had been proposed, and there had 
been a slaveholding population strong enough to dic- 
tate the terms, that no one should have enjoyed pri 

vileges, franchises of any kind in Vermont, except 
upon condition that they should employ slave labor. 
It would have been rejected—repudiated with scorn, 
because it would have been said to be inconsistent 
with the spiritand provisions of the constitution un- 
der which Vermont was to enter in this Union. I 
speak of it as being presented to her while a territo 

ry. Now, take another case still more extreme, 
and let me give a little history of it by way or illus— 
trating the point more distinctly. The territory now 
comprised in the states of Alabamaand Missis- 
Sippi were originally part of the territory of Geor- 
gia, and by one of the most stupendous frauds, per- 
haps, ever perpetrated to the dishonor of an entire 
people, it is very well known, that by a combination 
of corruption that territory was ceded to acom- 
pany, who claimed it under that grant. Well, the 
indignation of the people of Georgia, on finding 
themselves despoiled of their territory, was, as may 
readily be imagined, extreme. The anecdote goes 
so far, indeed, as to inform us that by way of show- 
ing their indignation, the whole assembly, for the 
next year, in the presence of a vast concourse of 
people—such as had never been witnessed in that 
part of the land—collecting the rays of the sun lit- 
erally by fire from heaven, burnt up the record. But 
the good faith which had always characterized, and 
| hope ever will characterize the people of this na- 
tion, still retained its controlling influence, and when 
the question came up upon the grant, it was con- 
firmed. A war between this company and the state 
of Georgia followed, and, in these circumstances, 
what did the federal government do? It interposed 
and bought up the claim. Wellnow, Mr. President, 
suppose the federal legislature had undertaken to 
prescribe to thatterritory terms prohibiting involun- 
lary servitude, do you think that the people of Geor- 
gia, in that territory, wouid have submitted? Why 
not? For the very reason that the federal govern- 
ment had no authority todo so. It would have been 
a fraud, and whilst the government interposed for 
the purpose of remedying the consequences of a 
fraud it would itself have perpetrated on the conati- 
tution one of the most stupendous frauds which eould 
be imposed upon a free people. And why? If the 
federal government have the power now, they had it 
then; and just as much then as now. But, at that 
time, when good faith and regard to the true princi- 
ples of the constitution prevailed, the very thought 
of it would have been repudiated with scorn by eve- 
ry section of the Union. Yes, by New York, that 
comes here with her resolutions instructing her sen- 
alors to acquire territory by war, and then portion it 
out according to her prescription. 


I take North Carolina as another example. She 
owned Tennessee. North Carolina was the state in 
which the first symptoms of the revolution were found. 
Did she attempt to prescribe any terms for her terri- 
tory on the ground that the constitution gave her the 
powrr of sovereignty over i? No, she never dream- 
ed of sach a thing. I nuw, sir, come to my proposi- 
tion, that congress exercising the power, which has 
been conferred upon it in its organic form, has no 
such a thing as sovereign control; or, I mean the 
sane sovereign control as one of the common- 
wealths of this republic in relation to the territories 
of the Union. I deny utterly any such sovereignty. 
Congress has a right to make ali needful rules and 
regulations for her territories: but what power has 
cobgress lo appropriate territory. Now, by way of 
Ulustration. Suppose now, by a majority, congress 
were to undertake to convert Oregon territory into 
a slate, and to impose upon it a constitution giving 
itterritorial or state rights to send members here, 
not only to speak bul vote, would you have the pow- 
er? A state would have the power. A state bas 
the right to say—I don’t know but it may say—that 
no one who owns slaves shall be eligible. A state 
also has the power to say that no one shall be eligi- 
ble unless he be a protestant, or unless he be a non- 
siave-hoider. 1 don’t know butin a state constitu- 
tion it might be so. But the proposition supposes this, 
whether congress were to undertake now, in relation 
to any territory whatever, to say that no one shall 





'goupon that territory and be eligible to office or to 


holder? No. Congress has no such power. It has 
no sovereign authority to deal with the territory as 
a stale within ils own jurisdiction can with its own 
land. If it assume the power—as Mr. Pinckney 


isays—itis a wilderness of power—it is one of as- 








sumption and not of warrant; and I have been atten. 
ished at the indifference on this subject. } say, how, 
ver, now with good faith, I would abide by the Mis. 
souri compromise, because it was made by g én 
and acquiesced in from that time to this. But will yo, 
ever find the south violating any of her engagements 
—violating her honor in any respect? Flave you Seen 
any symptom of it yet? If the consequences of dig. 
union come upon us, and all the horrors of e:yi| War 
she can say. “Shake not thy gory locks at me, thoy 
canst not say | did it!” She has violated no engage. 
ment. She will adhere to all her obligations wit 
scrupulosity, and occupying that position, she hag g 
right to rebuke the attempts at spohation and inyg. 
sion of her rights under the federal constitution, — 
What, then, is it you say? The New York resoly, 
tions disclaim it. Ah! It may be the hand of Fig, 
but I suspect very much that all the blessings, if you 
choose to say so, are to go to Jacob, I am not surg 
that these innocent women, honestly entertained an 
opinion on this sibject. The friends and enthusiayy 
in philanthropy may agitate, but you may depend op 
it, the daring and ambitious men, looking to office, 
mean to avail themselvesof it. It may originate jg 
good motives, butdepend upon it, the result will not 
be in that way. 

I put this case. Bounty lands are awarded to 
your soldiers. A soldier from Massachusetts takes 
one seclion—a soldier from Louisiana the next—, 
soldier from N. York another, and a soldier from §. 
Carolina might go to an adjacent section. They were 
comrades in arms—they were generous in their cop. 
fidence with each other. And when one of the ao}. 
diers goes to settle on the land, or his mother even 
to shed a tear on the tomb of her son, she is told that 
we are polluting the soil which contains the bones 
of her gallant son. One soldier says you cannot po 
sess it, whilst another says you may, because your 
government had a rightto confer it.. AmI to be 
told that, in the distribution of these lands, the gal. 
lant soldiers who have gone out from one section of 
the union and shed their blood on tke soil, shail be 
excluded from the enjoyment of it on the ground that 
they could not put slave labor on il? Or, if you 
choose to say it, and if congress has the jurisdiction, 
that they shall be excluded on the ground that they 
cannot enjoy these privileges unless they come within 
the conditions prescribed by the congress of the U. 
States. Could any people submit to that? I donot 
believe that it is going to result in disupion. | can 
not believe that coi gress can break down the gue 
rantees of the constitution for the purpose of perpe- 
trating such a fraud. Like the ghost of Hamlet, it 
would rise and speak to the young men of South Ce 
roliua— 


‘*If thou hast nature in thee, bear it not!” 


And they would not. They could not, if they appre- 
ciate any of the principies handed down to them.— 
Sut l hope the calamity will be averted. I have 
made these remarks in illustration, I have some 
other views which I have not time perhaps to pre 
sent ws fully as | might might otherwise desire. The 
federal goverowent has a fiduciary agency. Itisa 
trustee. It isa guardian. Jt has charge and disposl 
tion of their lands for all the people of the United 
States who may choose to settle upon them, unl 
such people, by majority, assume a position to be 
invested with the attributes of sovereignty. They 
have the power to hold these lands and dispose of 
them in subserviency to his trust, until) the minorily 
of the people be overcome in majority. What right 
has this government to prescribe a constitution for 
these peopie? It would be a prescription withou 
authority. Therefore, 1 deny this power. 

But there is another view of the subj-ct, end (hat 
is a claim under a treaty. Ah! 1 have heard th 
before from a very imposing source. It was said by 
one who has authority in the United States, that! 
we were al war wilh a strong power, and the southe 
states should be subjugated, a treaty could be a 
stipulating that ihe territory could be ceded to . ; 
reign power. Are you undertaking to indicale 
that you will, under that treaty, acquire terri’ 
with an advertisement that in that treaty you . 
confine ils privileges and advantages to an exclusl 
class of citizens? That is what is avowed by Ni 
resolutions. Well, jhen, here we are placed “oy 
predicament. We are tc gain nothing. The soult! 
to be told that her soldiers may go and may ¢onq”* 
the Hesperian fruit, but must not touch It. 7), 
may encounter all the hazards, but reap none © : 
fruits of victory. We must deal with the oubjee 
we find it, and | am very much afraid that the tre 
—-ifthere be a treaty made—will include some . 
territory insueh a manner as will bring up ‘his 4 
tion unavoidably. It would be odious, sit, 60 sh 
it te 36 degrees 30 minutes, merely to ee 
proposition. 1 would contend for the ninth gh 
air, if it was for nothing else but to assert Wy np 
Lam am one of those that proclaim that! ¥ 
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iper not have any territory at all—I would quit 
































¥, howe. war, with all its calamities and losses, rather 
the Mis. » incur the dreadful consequences predicted so 
Dod mén, a regards our institutions hereafter. We can- 
L will you | jpok to peace without seeing dangers far more 
agementy : ailing than the war itself. 1 do not want any of 
yOu seen territory. I am free to say, per se—if 1] may be 
es of dis. omitted to use the phrase—I do not want any ter- 
civil war, tory: We have evough for our population—more, 
me, thoy rhaps, than we can fill up in the next century. But 
> CNgage. here 1S OME feature in this case which must be const- 
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prritory as room for our population. 
















ect itis the great highway of nations, and ours 
































































































Bi) for the whole nation, without reference to sec- 































red, in relation to other countries, and especially the 
eat maritime nations of the earth. Ido not want any 
But if Mexico 
ould consent—and 1 would much rather have it by 
consent—to dispose of some territory on the Pa 

by which we might have some incidental ad- 


¢ . 
oh for our navy on the ocean—for in that re- 


ould have as many advantages as any other nation 
| say if we could getthe port spoken of, (San 
aneisco), With such territory as might be along 
ith it, 1 would rejoice, and rejoice that it fell on 
other side of the line, because it would hare 
own a reference, bona fide, to our own policy in 
ition to the nations of the earth, that might be 
sally attributed to it. But when you come, sir, and 
dertase to acquire more territory, and define it in 
ch a way as to bring up this question, [ cannot ac- 
rd to any recognition of these odious distinctions. 
an indicate no path. 


[know not but the plan indicated by my honora- 
e colleague, so far it regards the mode of carrying 
the war, is very good. But so far as regards the 
timate acquisition of territory, I have my doubts. 
would leave that to a treaty, and if made, bona fide, 
the exercise of the judgment of this responsible 
dy, for the purpose of making @ treaty in good | 


ynal benefits, 1 would rejoice atit. I have no ob 
clions to it thus far, but I am afraid that we will 
us subject one which cannot be avoided. | under- 
and from my honorable friend, [Mr. Rusk,]—I 
ink he mentioned it the other day—that already 
ociations of men are now crowding in behind our 
oops and the posts occupied by them and are set- 
ngthe country. Du you think thal we can ever 
clude them? | am afraid that it will become the, 
inful alternative of this country either to assume | 
risdiction for the purpose of making amicable ad- 
siment, rather than give them up to trresponsible 
ociations of men who would keep the country con- 
ually in war with that weak and distracted nation. 
matraid of that. That is the danger which I ap- 
ehend. In this way the value of lands in Texas 
elf will be depreciated. But if the treaty should 
lule what we have conquered, and on the terms 
nouneed, 1 do not know what the south would do. 
might submit. I make no idle threats on this floor. 
isnot the place or the occasion for that. | am 
monished by every consideration of which 1 have 
bken to refrain from any vaunting declarations.— 
9 not know what the south would do. I only know 
ould be in one of the most painful positions in| 
ich afreeman could be placed, or his children, to 
told virtually that it was to be reduced from e 
ition of equality to one of degredation, political 
isocial. | hope this danger may be averted. 
bul you ask, what wili Luo? | am willing to give 
Smoney, but not with any of the qualifications or 
endments offered here. lam willing to give it 
halair understanding, that it will be used for 
purpose of terminating (his war. ‘There must be 
euent exereised in this matter. We must trust 
“somebody. The President is the responsible 
ton, who must necessarily commence and carry 
Wiis negotiation. {am not going to say whether 
Wftor unfit; [have no right to say so. {have 
ays entertained habitual respect for thuse who 
‘the highest offices of government, and will not be 
Hly of the indecorum vt giving any opinion of my 
% lam indebted tothe President for many of 
measures. ‘The south is indebted to him. The 
lancy, intrepidity, and firmness which the Pre- 
it displayed at the last session of cougress, dur 
he discussion of the great measure of tree trade, 
laid the south under a lasting debt of gratitude 
iM, Lhave nove of the feelings in relation to 
cal iufluences, which may be brought to bear 
pH Us subject, that 1 heve seen manilested on 
oor, A great deal has been said about the 
0 hewspaper. | never heard such a storm io 
Ife. [A laugh.] J have lived long enough to 
PW that new brush always burns ard lJeaves the 
Untouched. [A laugh.] Why, 1 cannot tell 
titalimeans. J owe vo resentment, and | feel 
pe Vhen I take up the Union, expecting to find 
soning of the doings of congress, lo! I tiud noth- 
Ulong disquisitions about the liberty of the 





very boundary which we are now seeking to define. 
{A laugh.}] Mr. President, we are certainly in a 
difficult position. If we quit the war, it will be ap- 
parently with dishonor. If we go on it must end in 
mischief. The truth is, we are like the shepherd 
who has got the wolf by theears! It is hazardous to 
let go—it is worse to hold on. [A laugh.] What 
to do, | can scarcely tell; 1 can do no more than offer 
my suggestions, | shall take refuge in the wisdom— 
the mederation—the firmness of senators upon this 
floor—(and I hope to hear them all—when I cone to 
give my final vote,) and I appeal to them. I have 
no vanity, and so far as regards party feeling, none 
atall. Ihave no aspirations. I shall not profit by 
the triumphs of any one party in the United States. 
I have no higher ambition than with fidelity to re- 
present in part the state of South Carolina. 
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SPEECH OF MR. CORWIN OF OHIO. 





IN THE U. & SENATE FEBRUARY lI. 
ON THE THREE MILLION BILL. 
Specially reported for the New York Tribune, 


By James A. Houston. 


Mr. Corwin rose and said: Mr. President—I do 
not preteid to attempt the performance of a task so 
futile and foolish as to go over the whole field of dis- 
cussion which this subject embraces. It has already 
been occupied by more vigilant and stronger hands 
than mine. All that I may hope will be to collect, 
here and there, a sheaf or two, before the harvest be 
fully gathered. I rise, Mr. President, and have soli- 
cited attention to the senate only for the purpose of 
performing the humble task of presenting to the body 
and through it, if possible, to the particular constitu- 
ents which | represent, some reasons that have im- 
pelled me to occupy, what every one must know, in 
times like these, is, tu say the least of it, a position 
not desirable. 

l have been compelled, Mr. President, from con. 
scientious convictions which have pressed themselves 
upon my mind from the commencement of the ses- 
sion—from the time | received the president’s mes- 
sage up to this hour—to give certain votes upon very 
important measures which have been presented to 
the senate, which separate me from the other side 
of the senate, with whom on these great questions | 
very seldom can unite, but also from a tmajority of 
those gentlemen belonging to the same political parvy, 
of which | suppose | may call myself a member—on 
thie side of the house. It 1s not remarkable, Mr. Pre- 
sident, at least it is not a matter of surprise tu any 
oue who has attended to the various opinions which 
have been expressed even in this hall, that there 
should be a radical difference of opinion resulting 
out of that variety of character, and that diversity in 
modes of thought and application of thought to the 
business of life, which at least in the state in which 
weat present find mankind, is almost a natural ne- 
cessity. lt must, however, have struck every one, 
sir, asa very curious fact that the two senators on 
the other side of the hail, in looking at the present 
aspect of public affairs, should entertain such singu 
larly opposite views. ‘Ihe profound and contempla- 
tive mind of the senator from South Carolina, [Me. 
Calhoun] in looking abroad at the present ccnaition 


lby the people of the United States. 


the one which we are now obliged to discuss, wag 
before the senate of the United States, and anxiously 
attracted the attention of the whole people of the U, 
States—the question of the annexation of the repub- 
lic of ‘Texas, but recently a portion of this very 
Mexico with whom we are now at war. We were 
told then, sir, that Texas being an independeut repub- 
lic had a right to dispuse of herself in whatever wa 
and te whatever end and purpose she pleased, aud 
the parentrepublic of Mexico havinizg no cause. to 
complain would utler no complaint at the dispo= 
sition she was then about to make of herself. 

We were toid that war with Mexico would 
not—could not ensue, if that step should be taken 
We were 
told then, as we are told uow, by the senator from 
Michigan, that all was calm—all was tranquil; that 
as he said yesterday the sentinel might sleep secure. 
ly on his tower; that all would be peace, and that that 
siep could in no sense disturb the friendly relauons 
existing between the republic of Mexico and the re. 
public of the United Siates. We were asked uot to 
aniicipate ‘he evil which was lo cume, just as the 
senator from Michigan begged us to anticipate not 
evils which might be in prospect before us now.— 
“Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,” wag 
(hen the song by which the advocates of that meae- 
ure sought to lull into tranquility, or into apathy, the 
excited feelings of the public mind in this country,” 

And, Mr. President, the day has come, as was then 
predicted, and the evil predicted has come with it.— 
We are here, sir, now, not as then at peace with the 
world—not now as then with laws that brought into 
your treasury everything adequate to its wants—not 
now as then free from debt aud the apprehension of 
debt and taxation, its hecessary Consequeice. But we 
are here with @ treasury that is beggared; that lifts up 
its imploring hands to the monopolists and capitalists 
of the country—that sends out ils notes and ‘promises 
lo pay” into every mart and market in the world; beg- 
ging lor a pittance from every hand to help to swell 
the amount How necessary to extricate us trom a War; 
inevitable a8 now seems IL was—from that very act 
which was adopted under such flattering promises 
two years ago. Mr. President, itis no purpose of 
mine to acraigo the conduct of the United States up- 
on that occasion. itis no purpuse of mine to treat 
the young and newly adopted sister—the state of 
Pexas—as an alicn stranger in this family of repub- 
lics. 1 allude to this only to show how liitie reliance 
is to be placed upon those favorable anlicipalions in 
which gentlemen indulge, with regard to the conse- 
quences which may dow irpm measures to which 
they are strougly wedded, either by teeling or by 
party allachwent. 








Aud isthere nothing else, Mr. President, in the 
history of the last year to justily the senator from 
Seuth Carvliia in that iuportaut declaration which 
he made the other day, tual in the whole history of 
his lile—Cumprining the most eveniiul periods in 
the history of this tepublic—ihere had never buena 
time Wheb sO muUCh Ganger Was Lhrealened to the ine 
ler@sls, bappibess aid liberties of tue people of the U, 
S.as vow?) Why, elt, il any one woud sitdown tree 
irom he excilemenut, iree irum the Uiases cousequent 
upUb @ Cobslant MWlelminging wilh tose busied in 
public affairs, ane in those Culm and sequestered soli- 
tude Where thoughtiul men imdulge wemselves ip 





oi the repubiic, could see nothing all around fim | reficclious Upon paasing eveuls, and jook over the 
but darkness, and doubt, and distrust, aud fearful ap- | histury even ui the last year, aud then judging irom 


prehension, and jmpenetravle gloom; while to the 


Zz . p . 
all the eXampies ol lurmer biimen—aCculding to tial 


mind of the senator trom Michigan (Mr. Cass) ail) wiedum whicu histury leacues anu which vistory 
was bright, and culm, and piacid sunshine, and pros- | aluue can teach—vl whal vas happened, it appears 
perous breezes and a sgiovull sea. Now, Mr. Presi , lu the thal hie Would say Lhal ilies repuulic, v asting 
deal, if this diversily of Opinion is found lo prevail | tial Il liDei lies are secured and the various tuuee 
in winds babituated aud accustomed to think earnest- | ious of ils government bound Up In the Chaims of a 
ly and sincerely upon public affaiis, 1k) wall present | Wrilieh COLsulution, Las lor Lhal Constitution lo tate 
‘sell lo every Douy a8 requiring In him whe ts to} ters, Sailered il tu Ihe Uieeze, sud resvived jiseif 
delermine between these two cuutlicling opinions ail | wlo—thual vid aud wuch abused Constitution of king 
the alleution Which i ts pussible tor the Buman mind | laud, @ Werle Ousliipolence of parilament! 


to give the sutyect, ub er the awiul respupribilily 


I ' 
} Nu: bhe Would Falher Mud in the events of the Laat 


which resis upou every mab in determining upon a | (eu tnunihs oF the last year, tbat tal power of this 
question effecting so dveply the happiness and iuter- | goveiuincent Which was evidently tmleuded to ve the 


csis of so Many millions Ol human Leings. 
Now, 1 wish it were in my power to entertain 
those placid convictions wliuch appear to have set- 


LODLLUIINg power—il tuere may be said to be any 
Paiprenarn power Deivnging lv a constitution which 
sv GiVided vul aud parceiieu oul ils powers with re. 


tied on the mind of the senator from Michigan, rather | lerence lo (he supremacy of each mits own sphere— 
than bave my mind disturbed, as it has been Common } bed given iiseli Up a Voiunlary slave to that alone 
’ 


with the senator from South Carolina, by visions and 
prospects of evil; by feariul apprevensions thal every 
step we are now tukiog may be ihe lastone which 
we sball be permilted to take in our career and in 
our histery as a iree people; and 1 au the less in- 
clined to listen lo this siren sung the senator from 
Michigan sings to bis own soul in the present tear- 
ful aspect ol public affairs, because, Mr. President, | 
have heard i Delure now! 

Every one tuust recollect the condition of this 
couniry lwoor liee@ years ago, when the olher ques- 





* Very eloquent, perhaps, but a8 indefinite as the 


| Which, by lhe Iramers of the constitution, was intens 
| ced to be the mere executor and ministerial olticer 
‘tuthe will of ihe oltier. Let any One consider the 
wistory of the senaie of the Unied States from the 
tine It COMVElEd last year to this hour, and say whe 
ner be Can recoguise in that budy a component past 
vi the congiess vi the United Siates. Would net 
ohy Wan on Deng iniormed that there exists a war 
With @ beiguvoring tepubiic—a war which has taxed 
eli the Docal Ghergics aud palrivisem vl the couutry 

) to cairy it borward lor the Jastien months muke the 





on, Which was bul the prelude and precursor to | vaitra: enquiry, “Where in the fournale of congress 
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shall I find the causes of this war—to what record of 
this body shall I go to ascertain what it is that has 
driven this peaceful, this happy people from the 
great pursuits of civil life,to rush into all the miseries 
of war? Let me see these causes, for | read in the 
constitution of this government, that congress—com- 
posed of the senate and house of representatives-— 
alone, congress alone, and no other power, under 
heaven, can ever bring upon this country that direst, 
worst and fatalest curse of humanity—war! It is by 
their will alone, that that curse can be inflicted. | 
shall find, then, somewhere on the journals of con- 
gress a statement of the causes and reasons of the 
war.” ; 

If such an inquirer, Mr. President, should look 
into the archives of this senate or into the archives 
of the house of representaves, he would be obliged 
to go away and tell the story to the world, that it 
was altogether a mistake—that there could be no 
such constitution as that, for in the journals of nei. 
ther house could he find an act of the legislature 
which avowed the reasons of the war—no such reso- 
lution solemnly debated and solemnly decided, as- 
signing to the world—to the tribunal of Christendom 
—the reason which impelled us to invoke this last 
and fatalest weapon of an injured people for the re- 
dress of its wrongs. 

He wil find itnowhere. And although this has 
been the condition of the country for about ten 
months, it is a fact undeniable, and history must so 
record it, that upto about five days ago, there has 
not been afforded to the senate of the United States 
one hour’s discussion of the reasons of this war; so 
that the senator from South Carolina was obliged to 
say that up to this hour he was compelled to guess 
and imagine those reasons. How has this war come 
upon us? How is it that we have so disappointed 
the hopes of those great and good men that prescri- 
bed to us the path of our duty in this, one of the most 
important acts, which a government can be called 
upon to perform? When they ceme to ascertain and 
fix the limits and boundaries of the various functions 
of the government which they intended should be eter- 
nal and immortal,in writing down in that instrument, 
that congress alone should have the power to declare 
war, they but consulted in that instance, as in every 
other, the gathered wisdom of the past. 

Whether they looked to the level despotisms of 
the ancient Asiatic world—whether they looked to 
those feudal institutions which followed upon the 
destruction of the Roman Empire, where this power 
to make war was parcelled outin a variety of hands; 
or whether they looked to the stern tyrannies of mo- 
dern Europe, in any and every one of these instances, 
they would have found that the war making power, 
being in the hands of one man—the war making 

ower, being in the hands of the monarch, the des- 
pot, the feudal lord, and the limited monarch, had 
been found in hostility to the rights, and destroying 
the lives of millions of their subjugated people, in al! 
the ages of the world. They determined, therefore, 
that the power to make war should never be invest- 
ed in the hands of any one man. They declared 
that it should be with the sovereign states and their 
representatives alone, to say whether the nation 
should seek this last appeal for the redress of any 
injuries of which it might have reason to complain. 
They provided, however, that the president of the 
United States, for the time being should be the com- 
mander-in-chief of the armies of the United States. 

They took very good care thatthe army should be 
exceedingly small; and they who had the most fear- 
ful apprehensions of investing in one man even the 
power lo command this army,always inculcated upon 
the minds of every one the necessily of keeping that 
army within limits just as small as the necessity of 
external relations of the country would possibly ad- 
mit. It has happened, Mr. President, that when a 
little disturbance on your Indian frontier took place, 
congress was invoked fur an increase of your mili- 
tary force. Gentiemen came here who had some 
partial service in the armies of the United States.— 
‘They tell you that the militia of the country is not 
to be relied upon—that it is only in the regular ar- 
my of the United States that you are to find the men 
competent to fight the battles of the country; and 
from time to time when that necessity has seemed to 
arise, forgetting this old doctrine, that a large elan- 
ding army in time of peace was always dangerous to 
human liberty, we have increased that army trom 
six thousand up to about sixteen thousand men; and 
the other day,—Mr. President, the other day,—we 
have given ten regiments more; and for not giving 
jt inthe quick time demanded by our master, the 
commander-in-chief, some minion—1I know not who, 
for | have not looked into this matter until this morn- 





ing—feeding upon the fly blown remnants that fall | 


junto executive shambles aud lie pulrifying there, has 


denounced us as Mexicans, and called the American | | 
republic to take notice that there wasin the senate | me, Will gain but little credit as a defence to any act 








of the United States a body of men chargeable with 
incivism—Mexicans in heart—traitors te the the 
United States! 

I trust, Mr. President, that our master will be ap- 
peased by the facility with which, immediately after 
that rebuke of his minion, the senate acted upon the 
bill and gave him the army which he required. I 
trust that he will now forget that law which, as com- 
mander-in-chief of the army of the U. S. and president 
of this great North American republic, for the time 
being, he promulgated to use his own language in the 
message and commands which he was pleased to de- 
liver at the opening of this session, to his faithfnl and 
humble servitors in both branches of the American 
congress, admonishing us that we would be consid- 
ered as giving “aid and comfort” to his enemy—not 
ours!—his—if one word should be said unfavorable 
to the motives which might have brought the royal 
will tothe conclusion that he would precipitate this 
republic in a war with Mexico! | trust his majesty, in 
consideration of our faithful services in augmenting 
the forces of the republic agreeably to the commands 
which we have received from the throne, will induce 
him to relax a little when he comes to execute that 
Jaw of treason, upon one at least so humble as my- 
seli! [donot remember, Mr. President—you re- 
member, Mr. President—your recollection of history 
will furnish you with a case which, | think, operates 
in my favor in a question of that sort. 

_Some time in the history of the royal Tudors in 
England, when a poor Englishman, for differing from 
his majesty, or her majesty, on some subject—it 
might be for religious faith—was condemned to be 
hanged and quartered and emboweled, out of special 
grace, in a particular case, where penitence was ex- 
pressed, the hangman was admonished to give the 
culprit time to choke before he began to chop up 
his limbs and take out his bowels. 


Now, Mr. President, I have already stated that I 
do not intend to occupy the senate with a discussion 
of those varieties of topics which naturally force 
themselves upon my attention in considering this 
subject. It must have occurred to every body how 
ulterly impotent the congres of the United States 
now is for any purpose whatever but that of yielding 
to the president every demand which he makes for 
men and money, unless they assume that only po- 
Siiion which is left—that which in the history of 
other countries in times favorable to human liberty, 
has been so often resorted to as a check upon arbi- 
trary power—withholding that money, refusing to 
grant the services of those men when demanded for 
purposes which the senate of the United States do 
not deem to be proper. 

i will ask any senator here to furnish me with any 
meaus of escaping from the prosecution of this war 
for an hundred years to come, if it so please the 
president of the United States to occupy this while. 
Ho for that time! Furnish me with any possibility 
ol gelling away from this war, conceding to hin, as 
you lave, the power to command your army where- 
ever he pleases—and in the manner that he pleases, 
and then granting to the administration, as you call 
ii—the president—every dollar in money, and if 
need be, every able bodied san capable of bearing 
arms in the United States to prosecute that war—tell 
me, you who say thet being in a war, and conceding, 
as she Constitution has conceded to the president, the 
power lo command your armies in the field, to send 
them as he pleases—to Monterey, to Mexico, to 
Yucatan, to Panama, to China, if you please—under 
the penalty too of death denounced upon the officers 
that shall disobey that conmand—give him that pow- 
er, ‘hen concede it to be duty of congress—being 
thus engaged without your consent at first, without 
uppealipy to you to give him that power—to leave 
to him the whuie conduct of the war, and as many 
inen and as much money as may gratily to the full 
hisschemes of ambition or avarice, or whatever 
else you attribute to him, and then tell me, what 
is the government of the United States, but one of} 
the Dlankest, levelest, most odious and most hateful 
despotisms that it has ever pleased a merciful God 
to allow a nation to be afflicted with, on the face of 
the earth? 

] have looked at this subject with a painful endea- 
vor to come to the conclusion, if possible, that it was 
my duty as a senator of the United States, finding 
the country in war, to “fight it out,” as we say, in 
the common and popular phrase of the times to a 
just and—honorable peace. 1 could very easily con- 
cede that tobe my duty if | found my country en- 
gaged ina just war—in a war necessary to protect 
(hut faneied honor of which you talk so much. I[ 
should have some apology in the judgment of my 
countrymen, in the determination of my conscience, 
and in an appeal which you, and |, and all of us 
must soon be required to make before a tribunal, 
where this vaunted honor of the republic, | fear 
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that we may be guilty of here in the senate of i, 


United States. 
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But when I am asked to say that J will or 
a war, | cannot answer that question yooet Then a 
until I have determined whether that was ‘ se ae 
sary war, and | cannot determine whether A we nd 


necessary until I know how it was that 
was involved in it. 









facts which I understand not to be denied 
side of this chamber—that I wish to direct 


that any of the humble and honest ¢o 
whom | represent here. 





whose interest he was required to protect. 


dare to put himself in opposition to that high 


have made themselves and called a president, 


But it is my very bumility which makes me bold 
I know, sir, that he who was told in olden time, bo 
to govern a turbulent people, was advised to cut , 
Maine will escape! Still, holdiy 
a seat here, Mr. President, and finding it written ; 
the constitution of my country, that J had the pow 
to grant to the president, at his bidding or not, ag 
pleased men and money, I did conceive that it be 
came my duty to ascertain whether the president 


the tallest heads. 


request was a reasonable one—whether the P 
dent wanted these men and - this 





the city as in olden time—(A laugh.) 


There were not five of us, only three! (A laugh 
I looked around, and as allusion was made by tt 
senator from Michigan yesterday in a very singua 
and conspicuous manner to a book that we readj 
the Old Testament, by name, Job, in my desolation 
finding myself only with two other men on this; 
portant question, I did go that book to see if I coy 
not find some consolation in my despair; and whe 
these votes were called and 1] was compelled tos 
parate myself from all around me, | could have 
ed as did the man of Uz, in bis affliction in the 


den time—‘*What times my friends waxed wa 
they vanish!” (A Jaugh.) While 
are consumed ont of their places!” 
laughter. ) 


Well, | could not leave the position in which ith 


pleased the state of Ohio to place me, and I retu 


ed again and again to the origival aud primarya 
important inquiry—how is it that my country isi 
I look to the president’s accou 
of it, and he teils me it was a war for the defence 
i found it wr 


volved in this war? 


the territory of the United States. 
len in that message, Mr. President, that this war 
not sought nor forced upon Mexico by the people 
the United States. 
tory, of the truth of history with my master, 

commander-in-chief, upon that particular prop 
tion. On the contrary, I could verify every we 
that he thus utters. Sir, 1 know that the people 
the United States neither sought nur forced Mex 
into this war; and yet | know that the Presideut 
the United States, with the comu.and of yours 
ding army, did seek that war, and that he fore 
war upon Mexico. | am not abvut to afflet 

senate with a detail of testimony on that powl 
I will simply state facts which no man in Ame 
will deny. 


One of these facts, Mr. President, is this: Thal 
the year of grace, 1836, the battle of San Jacl 
was fought. Does any body deny tbat? No? 
here will doubt that fact. ‘I'he result of that bal 
was that a certain district of country calling! 
Texas, made itself a free add independent Fef 
lic. 1 hope the senate will pardon me for ulleri 
thought or twowhich strike me just now while! 
the senator from Texas—the jeader o! the mea 
achieved that victory—before me. 1 wish tom 
word or two about the great glory—the histor 
renown that is to come to the people of U. st 
by the victories which she shali obtain ovel 
arms and forces of the republic of Mexico. 

I suppose, Mr. President, like all other boy 
etrly youth, whom J had an opportunity of 100 
at a book called history, those which spoke of! 
dy battles and desolating wars, were most like 
attract my attention, and with very limited me 
of ascertaining that portion of the history of a 
man race, it nevertheless has impressed itso”) 
vividly upon my mind that (here have Deena 


s, in 





my Country 


And it is to that particular point, Mr. President 
without reading documents, but referring to q f, 
pe Cithe 
i ' the 
tion of the American senate, and so far gs iad 
Nstityens 
| rey : i know, Mr. President, th 
responsibility which | assume in undertaking tod 
termine that the President of the United States h 
done a great wrong to the country, whose honor an 
l 
Mr. President the denunciations which pallet ore, 
so humble an individual as myself, when he shal 


—that idol god—which the people of this Ate 

















































money for 
proper and laudable purpose or not; and with the 
old-fashioned ideas—quite as unpopular, I say, 
this side of the chamber as we find them to be ong 
other—I set myself to this painful investigatio, 
and I found not quite enough along with me to gay 
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have been generals before the senator from 
I proseey moose, who fought well. (A laugh.) Men have done 
bos fore, valiantly on the battle-fields before Taylor went to 












mnterey; a few—one or two [ recollect—not par- 



























































ther it waa . : , 
nds of mine, Mr. President, although they 
MY Country wr bes of my family, descended, some of them, 
Presid a the same English ancestry—at all events from 
ing to i gah, to whom we all claim a very close and kin- 
ues coon red relation. But I confess 1 am somewhat sur- 
et the on “Mm prised that men acquainted with the history of man- 
rr 00 mar ee hind—men who know that war has been the trade of 
constity 7 rbarous and civilized men for six thousand years, 
eet, rompted by those noble instincts which the senator 
‘taking to dedgirom Michigan speaks about—who know that the 
ed an ote rst man born was a hero of the very first magnitude, 
se honor a , killed his brother, (a laugh,) he beat out his 
act. 1 kno gins with a club; it was in a dispute Mr. President, 
h await na bout the division of power and patronage between 
vhen he shajimmnem—I am surprised, sir, that with all this history 
at high powe f mankind, grave senators, gray headed men, free 
. this A ster om the ardor and natural aspirations of youth and 
sident. 


of praise to the great and illustrious deeds 
entehs ” that ane occurred and that have shed such 
‘ised to cute perishable renown upon the banner and the prow- 
Still, holdingmmss of this republic of ours in this conflict with what 
g it written j 9 would suppose from all! this, must be a powerful 
had the powegamnd almost unconquered and unconquerable foe.— 
ng or not, as fer. President, tweaty m-liions of the Auglo Saxon 
ive that it hegmpace—that indomitable race, that have gone about 
he president’sgmne world robbing it wherever they settled—now set 






on men, all unite in one great hallelujah and 












































her the presi hemselyes up as gainining a very great reputation 
money for qe history for doing—what? For gaining three vic- 
and with thesamories in three battles with the republic of Mexico, 
ular, 1 say, og™rbo, in the year 1836, was conquered and bereft of 
em to be on tha territory as large as the whole empire of France 
investigatiogmey acommand of seven hundred men under, the hon- 






ible senator from Texas, coming from about ten 
pousand people gathered from ali quarters of the 
Jnon, who had a few months before set themselves 
wo in the republic of Texas! I expect this will 
a very glorious chapter in your history—won’t 
(Alaugh.) After the senator from Texas had 
et this foe in deadly conflict—and waged war with 
em—in stricken buttie had conquered the whole 
tion—and captured their president and comman- 
sof their army, losing three men on the field of 
te and two others who died of their wounds— 
at’s the history of that war!—after such a conflict 
that with the republic of Mexico, I do think it 
js waxed wargmecomes the inartial aspirations of this great repnb- 
it is hot thyme of the United States to wish to measure arms 
os!” — (Renewamith this unconquerable set in Mexico! 
Why, sit, must not this melancholy affair excite 
e ridicule, nay, it must excite the contempt of eve- 
man acquainted with the history of the wars of 
pworld? [do not deny to those gallant men that 
my country isigpve gone into that country, personal bravery equal 
resident's accou™m troops of any land, or avy kind, anywhere enga- 
for the defence™md in this work of butchering. 1 do not believe 
{ found it weal We are less capable in tte business of destruc- 
that this warW@—@), than any other peuple that ever lived. Ido not 
by the people t lieve we are less willing on the slightest pretext 
0 question of big cul the throat of any other man. I believe that 
my master, WMmP possess allthat capacity in the highest degree-— 
‘rticular propommee €Xamples of it before me, in this very war in 
erify every #0 ich we are engaged. | 
that the people Well, the republic of Texas, having established 
wor forced Mex independence by that battle, in due time, after 
t the Presidentggven or eighi years, came to the sister republic of 
and of your bUniied States, and asked to sink its sovereignty 
ind that he forage become vue of the sister republics of the 
bout to affiet ited States—and now our president has informed 
on that pow atthe opening of the session, that with the most 
‘o man in Ametigptious desire to preserve pacific relations with Mex- 
- ~aficon been compelled to this war. I was 
é yPy ‘oO hear the senator from Michigan, say yes- 
is this: Thal day, that nothing could justify the war Sui the 
ence of the honor or the im:erests of the nation, 
hae be president has informed you that in defence 
esult of that DM. online nf oe 
esu ailing | ¢ boundaries of your republic—of one of the 
untry calling ae les of your republic—he has been forced into 
independent Fr war. Now Jet us consider the attitude of th 
oe ytteriifiln us 8 itud ese 
mn me for hile hostile republics, as it was atthe time when 
ust now W 2 battle of San Jacinto was fought—as it was at 
jer of the m me when the union of these two republics took 


ish to # ent 
ie, 1 wi histot €coutrary to the wiil of Mexico with whom we 
lory—the how at war. 


spendin ovet @ar"ery one can feel, if he but examine his own bo- 
. se xi60- noel moment, What must have been the senti- 
aii other boys, — citizen of the Mexican republic at the 

When, by the valor of the troops they fought, 


ortunity Of me 
ners spoke of bi Were deteated upon the field of San Jacinto.— 


with me to gay 





ee! (A laugh 
is made by th 
a very singua 
that we read i 
1 my desolation 
men on thisi 
to see if I cou 
pair; and whe 
compelled tos 
could havec 
liction in theo 
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were most jike peg of Mexico was deprived, as | believe, 

very limitec me yeaid cures of her territory. Itisin vain for you, 
he history of the oe fm or for any other man, to say that a 
mpressed itsell ould not feel for the dismemberment of 


Sunlry, just as you would feel for the dismem- 


berment of your repuolic Chere is not a race—t 

a people extant in any part of the earth-—-in any 
gauized, or social, or consistent form of society, 
which has so uniformly adhered, pertinaciously, to 
the possession of every inch of soii that they could 
claim as their country, as this very Mexican—this 
very Spanish—this very Indian race in that coun— 
try. So strongly is that principle implanted in that 
half savage and half civilized Mexican, that it has 
become with hima sentiment rising to fanaticism 
in his bosom. 

So deeply has it impressed itself upon them, that 
it has become incorporated in the written constitu- 
tion of the republic, that not an inch of the soil of 
the republic ever should be alienated; but that it 
shall remain whole and and entire as long as the re- 
public endures—that ifone of the members be struck | 
off, death must ensue, unless that member be renni- 
ted to the republic. Well, then, with such a people, 
not like you as you fondly boast yourselves—highily 
civilized, highly reasoning and highly philosophical 
—but a people who have the barbarism of the old 
ages, and at the same time the sentiment of patrio- 
tism incorporated upon it, making it stronger than 
life itself in the bosom of the Mexican—what must 
have been the feeling when they learned that at the 
battle of San Jacinto there were but seventy-live 
Mexicans in the ranks of the conquering army, and 
that every other man of the seven hundred and fifty- 
three who fought the battle and dismembered the 
republic and became masters one-fourth of its soil, 
had but recently gone armed, rt ap fed and fur- 
nished by the United States of North America to do 


if 





that very work! I don’t know that the republic of 
Mexico had any right to make war upon you, be- 


the fielcs of Texas, 1 donot know whether she hiad 
any cause to complain when you permitted your citi 
zens to march in battalions and regiments from your 
shores for the avowed purpose of stirring up insur- 


member wellthe negotiation which took place be- 
tween your minister and theirs on that very subject. 
J] remember that you made a public proclamation; 
but in spite of this, your citizens went there armed; 


Anglo Saxon, North American race—that the pre- 


the breast of any man here if people of Canada, 
with the connivance or permission of the crown ot 


come upon the stateof New York and excite an in- 
surrection there—to tell the people of New Yoik 
that the crown of England was the natural and pa- 


happy—that the government of the republic of the 
United States was factious and degraded—that hu 
man nature withered under it, and that it was only 
under the Lion of England, rampant upon his field 
of gold, and not under the blackguard Eagle that any 
honorable gentieman desired to be protected and to 
fight! 


If, sir, lsay old mother England had sent her chil- 
dren forward to you with such a purpose and mes- 
sage as that, and had severed the state of New York 
from you, and then, for some difficulty about the 
boundary along between it and Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, running up some little tide creek here, 
and going off a little degree or two there, should 
have said, ‘‘We have a dispute about this boundary; 
we have some 40,000 regular troops planted upon 
the boundary, and I wish you to understand that | 
1 am very strong—that I have not only thirty mulli- 
ons of people upon the island of England—ot Great 
Britain—that own my sovereign sway—but away 


there the lion of England commands the obedience 


struggling Democrats, away here in this new world, 


you are degenerate, an alien, a sort of bastard race. 
| have taken your New York; 1 will have your Mas. 


senate, and we are gravely discussing what ought to 
be done. Would we be likely to ratify a treaty be- 
tween New York and the crown of England, permit 
ting New York to become a part of the colonia! pus- 
sessions of the crown of England? 

I should like to hear my colleague (Mr. Allen) 
speak to such a question as that. 
should like to hear the voice of this democracy that 
you talk about called upon to uller its tunes on a 
question like that. If he who last year was so pain. 
ed Jest an American citizen away—God knows 





ere have peed t 






where!—in some Jatitude beyond the Rocky Moun- 





upon the other side of the globe, right under you, | 
of a hundred and twenty millions. It becomes you, | 


to be a little careful how you treat with me. You) 
are not Celts exactly—you are Anglo Saxons; but | 


suchusetts.”” All this is submitted to the American | 


(A Jaugh.) 1| 








id be obedient to British lax ‘ti he wnose 
9 ind republican apprehension was so pain- 
jully excited lest the right of habeas corpus and trial 
by jury—which every Englishman carries with him 
as his breeches pocket wherever he goes—should be 
made to bear upon an American citizen—were call- 
ed upon to speak upon such a proposition as that 
which I have supposed, I should certainly like to 
hear how he would receive it. Yet the question be- 
ing reversed that is precisely the condition in which 
Mexico stood toward you the day after San Jacinto 
was fought. With all that, we did well aj) that we 
did. Then we send our people to Texas. They 
went after liberty they say! [A laugh.] They could 
not have it at home! 

[ remember it well. They went to Texas to fight 
for their rights. They could not fight for them in 
their own country. Well, they fought for their 
rights. They conquered thew! They conquered a 
peace. (Laughter.) They were your citizens—not 
Mexicans. They were recent emigrants to that 
country. ' They went there for the very purpose of 
seizing on that country, and making it a free and in- 
dependent Republic, with the view, as some of them 
said, of bringing it into the American confederacy in 
due time. Is this poor Celtic brother of yours in 
Mexico—is the Mexican man sunk so low that he 
cannot bear what fills the mouth and ear of rumor all 
over this country? He knows that this is the settled 
purpose of some of your people. He knows that 
your avarice has fixed his eagle glance on these rich 
acres in Mexico, and that your proud power counted 
the number that could be brought against you, and 
that your avarice and your power together marched 
on to the subjugation of the third or fourth part of 


cause your citizens chose to seek their fortunes upon | {he republic of Mexico, and took it from her. They 


knew this, and knowing it, what must have been the 
feeling and sentiment in the mind of the president of 
the United States, when he tells you that with such 
a people—with a people at least in their own opinion 


rection in a neighboring republic—I know that il did | so deeply injured by us, as were these Mexicans—he 
not produce a rupture at that time, although I[ re- entertained that divine benevolent sentiment—a de- 
| of Mexico! 


| 
{ 
| 


sire to preserve peaceful relations with the republic 


‘This republic of Texas comes under tlie governe 


Nel 1;| ment of the United States, and it happens that the 
and therefore we all know, that it is against this | 


minister resident at your court—and it is a pretty 
respectable court, Mr. President—we have some- 


judice and feelings ot Mexico have been excited tu ihing of a king—-not for life it is true, but a quadren- 
the highest point. What would be the feelings in| piai surt of a monarch, who does very much as he 
| pleases—ihe minister resident at that court of yours 


stated at the lime that this revolted province of ‘Tex. 


England, had permitted their inhabitants to arm | as was claimed by Mexico, and that if you received 
themseives—or it might be, had permitted regiments | it as one of the sovereign states of this Union, right 
of trained and mercenary troops stationed there to | or wrong—it was impossible to reason with this peo- 
| ple about it—they would consider it as an act of hos- 
ulity. Did you cunsult the national feeling of Mexi- 
| co then? 

ternal government of the people that desired to be | 


Not atall. You spurned it away asa weak and triy- 
ial thing, whose complaints you would not even hear; 
| and when she murmured in humble suppliancy and 
begued of you not to do this, which must disturb the 
' peaceful relations of the two countries, while she 
| was atthe same time acknowledging her debts to 
| your citizens, and agreeing to the award of your 

commissioners, Who had given to them two and a 

half millions of money, to be paid out of her treasu- 
iry, und which could be got only by forced loans from 
| her own citizens. She begged of you, while doing 
all this, not to enter on this new plan, but to let this 
| republic of Texas alone—if independent, to let her 
j enjoy her independence—if free, to let her enjoy un- 
| mixed freedom Caimly and securely, as she said she 
| could, in defiance of Mexico. But you said ‘No! [ 
_will strengthen mine own arm by uniting to this body 
‘of the United States that which has been severed 
‘from yours by citizens of this country. I will take 
|'Texas into the Unionw! 1 will throw the political 
| shield of my institutions around her liberties, and the 
/ sword of my power around her rights, and there it 
| shall siand as that which guarded Kuen, turning eve- 
|ry way Pi 

| ‘has the way you threatened Mexico. Her mi- 
| 


nister, in spile of his remonstrance, lailing, leaves 
this country. He leaves, telling you that, because 
you had brought yourselves into tits hosuie relation 
i to tis country, 1 Was impossible for him lo remain 
| at your court as acerediled envoy extravrdinary.— 
| Well, what did you do? After some time you were 
|} told that itis likely the republic of Mexico will res 
'ceive from you, if you will condescend to send him, 
| an ambas ador to treat ol this question of boundary 
between ‘Texas and the United States. Now, Mr. 
| President, what did it become the great people of the 
United States todo when that profler wus made by 
i this weak, degraded, Cuntemptdle, aud contemned 
Mexico? Why, your minister goes there—a minis- 
ter of the first grade—just as though ali your rela- 
tions wilh Mexico were of the most pacitic charac- 
ter! A man then trembling on the tullering 
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throne of some faction which he represented, says to 

our minister, ‘In God's name delay this missicn!— 
Don't ask to be received! If we receive a minister 
from the United States to treat with us on this thing, 
we should be dethroned, lose cur power, and you 
will entirely fail in your objcet!” 

What does your minister do? They tell him at the 
same time, ‘Come in the character of a commission 
er to treat about the question of boundary and you 
may be received.” I speak, Mr. President, in gene 
ral terms of the correspondence between Mr. Slidell 
and the Mexican official at that time whoever he 
was. What does your President do? Qh! his \eart 
panting for peace—desiring above all things to treat 
these dexpised Mexicans in such a way that not a 
shadow of complaint can rest on their minds—he 
says, you shall receive me asa minister. 1 will not 
come in the capacity of commissioner. You shall 
receive me as if there was no cause of quarrel be- 
tween you and the United States, or we wont treat 
atall. Now, has it come to this, that the North 
American republic—has it con.e to this—I ask of the 
peace loving people of the United States—I ask of 
the philosophic and reflecting men of the United 
States—I ask of the mothers of this republic if they 
are willing that their sons should pour out their life 
blood on the parched sands of Mexico, and heap up 
the graves of two thousand men along this river, dy- 
ing with diseases, simply because your President 
would not name Mr. John Slidell “commissioner,” 
but must eall him “‘minister plenipotentiary and en- 
voy extraordinary to Mexico?” Mr. President, are 
we to force ourselves into good society abroad? (A 
Jaugh.) Gentlemen do not act that way in the west, 
Mr. President! We don’t fight because somebody 
don’t choose to admit us into his society there (a 
laugh;) nor do christian men, Mr. President, fight for 
thal reason. 

We come now to the year 1845. Mr. Slidell 
writes home that if some military demonstration 
should be made, perhaps he would be received as 
John Slidell, ‘“tminister plenipotentiary and envoy 
extraordinary.””. Mr. Slidell invokes the military 
power of the United Siates and says, ‘‘Make a war- 
like demonstration on these men, and perhaps I shall 
be accrediied and received.” 
Secretary accordingly send your army to the confines 
of Mexico. There lies the Jittle piece of territory 


out of which, Mr. President, ali this war has arisen! 
Now I should, but 1 would not state any disputable 


fact. It is known to every wan who has looked into 
this subject, that a revolutionary government can 
claim no jurisdiction anywhere when ithas not de- 
fined and exercised ils power with the sword. It 


was utterly indifferent to Mexico and the world, | 


what legislative enactinents Texas made. She ex- 
tenued her revolutionary government and her revo 
Jutionary dominion not one inch beyoud the extent 
to which she had carried the power of Texas in up 
ysition to the power of Mexic». 

jt is therelure a more question of fact—and how 
will it be pretended that that country lying vetween 
the Nueces and the Del Norte, to which your army 
was ordered and of which it luok possession, was sub 
jectto ‘Texun law and not Mexican law? Why, 
what did your General find there? What did tie 
write home? Do you hear of trial by jury on the 
east bank of the Rio Grande—of Anglo Saxons mak 
ing cotton there wiih their negroes? No! You hear 
of Mexicans residing peaceiully there; but fleeing 
from their colion-fields at the approach ol your ar- 
my—no slaves there, for it had been a decree of ihe 
Mexican geveroment,years ago, that no slaves should 
exist there. if there were a Texas population on 
the east bank of the Rio Grande, why did not Ge- 
neral Taylor iiear something of those Texans hail- 
ing the auvent vi the Aweticaw army Coming to pro- 
tect them irom the ravages o/ the MeXicans and 
the more murderous odsiaughts of the neighvoring 

es? 

~— you heor any thing of thal: Nu! On the con- 
trary the pupuialion fied trom their howes al the ap- 
proach of your army! lo Gou’s vame, 1 wish to 
Know if it has Come lo Liiis, that wheo av America 
army gues tv protect Anetican cilizens on American 
terriiury, they flee trom (tas it from the most barbar- 
ous evem)y? Yetsuch is the ridiculous assumption 


of those who pretend thaton the east Dank of the | 


Rio Grande, where your aris took possession, there 
were Jexau population— Lexan power—Texan laws 
America UnileG States power and law! No, Mr. 
President—» hen | see that stated in an Executive 
document—written by the Onger ola President of 
the United Siates—and when you read in thuse do- 
cuments, wilh which your labies groan, the veraci- 
ous account of that nuble vid General Vaylor, of tus 
reception in that couLtry, avd of thuse isen—to use 
the language of one of bis oilicers—flecing before 
their mmvaders; Wheo you compare these two docu 
menis together, 8 ub nol a Dilng sarcasm upon the 


sincerity of public men—a bitter satire upon the gra 
vity of all public officers? 

Great God! Mr. President, is it possible that the 
American people give countenance to this atrocious 
falsehood that you were about to interpolate into 
the history of this country and write it down asa 
fact, when the whole world, and everybody, and you 
yourselves, acting, as it may be, on that very false- 
hood, know that what is stated there is not true? 

Mr. Fresident, there is absent to-day a senator 
from the. other side of the house whose presence 
would afford me, as it aways does—bul particularly 
on this occasion—a most singular gratification. 1 
allude to the senator from Missouri who sits farthest 
from me (Mr. Benton.) I remember, Mr. President, 
he arose inthis body and performed a great act of 
justice to himself and his country—of justice to man- 
kind, for all men are interested in the truths of his- 
tory—when he declared it to be his purpose for the 
sake of the truth of history to set right some gentile. 
men, on the other side of the house, in respect to the 
territory of Oregon, which then threatened: to dis 
turb the peace of this Republic with the Kingdom 
of Great Britain. 1 wished it had pleased him to 
have performed the same good offices on this uccasion. 

1 wish it had been so if he could have found it con- 
sonant with his duly to his country, that now while 
engaged with an enemy whom we have no reason to 
fear as being ever able to check our progress or dis 
turb our internal peace, forethe sake of justice as 
then he did for the sake of justice and the interest 
and peace of those two countries, England and A:me- 
rica, he had come forward to settle, the truth of his- 
tory in respect to the territorial boundary of Texas 
which our Presigent said was the Rio Bravo—the 
‘Rio del Norte,” as it is sometimes called. | ex- 
press this wish for no purpose of taunting the senator 
from Missouri, or leading him to believe that ] would 
draw his name into the discussion for any other than 
ihe most sacred purposes which can anunate the lu- 
man besom—that of having truth estavlished, for | 
really believe that that is true which the senator 
‘rom Michigan stated yesterday that the worst said 
in the senate is, that much might be said on both 
sides! (A laugh.) lL cannot view it in that way.— 


The President and | Muck may be said, much talk may be had on both 


sides On any question, but that this is a disputable 
matter about which a man could apply his mind for 
an hour and still be in doubt, is to me an inscrutable 
mystery. 


I wish to invoke the authority of the Senator from 
Missouri. When aboat to receive Texas into the 
United States he clered a resolution to this effect: 

[Here the honorable Senutor read the resolutions 
oflered by Mr. Houston, pending the resolution for 
ihe annexation of Texas. 

Now what did that mean? Did the senator from 
Missour: believe that he was right when he made 
that stalement? Did he believe that it was true that 
the cast Dank of the Rio de} Norte did belong to 
Mexico, aud that so it would be an act of insuit?— 
The were treaty, he says, would be un act of direct 
aggression upon Vlexico, fur eli ihe consequences of 
which we would be held responsible. Mr. President, 
| we have allempted to incorporate into this Repudlie 
a territory on the left bank of the Rio del Norte, and 

the consequences have come upon us. It was an 
act of aggtession, as the senator from Missouri de- 
nounced it in that resolution. We have attempted 
todo it. Now is it for an humble man like me, who 
stands here like the poor publican of old, and dues 
not pretend to be one of the Pharisees that know all 
things, and are better than all men—that smites his 
busom and says, ‘God, be merciful to me, a poor 
Whigh?—1s tt for me, when these appointed high- 
priests of the temple of democracy hold two different 
sluries—(O Judge between then? 

Is it for we tos.y tvat the President of the United 
States hus told the truth, and that the senator from 
Wiissvurt has liec? [tis not a controversy between 
the presidentof the United States and me. [tisa 





controversy about a matter of fact and truih of his- 
jury, avoul which the senator from Missouri has de- 
ciated thatilis @ part of the repuvlic of Mexico.— 
Liits very country, which your President in this do- 
cuiment of tis, Which Must have passed into the pu 
litical history of congress fur what itis worth, has 
declared to be w part aud parcel oi the state of Tex- 
us, und always su, and that therelore be marched ap 
army i Us defence and expelled the enemy. Why, 
sir, whom did he expel? He found a custom-house 
upou the leit bank of the river, at San Isabel, and 
yet no American property. Aud how was your Ame- 
iican army received? Why, the population fled; aud 
liere, ibis Suid thal, fur ten years, ever since 1336, 
velore the republic of Texas, up to 1843, and a 
«hole year atter her aunexaltion, there was a scoun- 
drel of a Mexican io that custom house levying du 
lcs upon every body that traded there. (A taugb.) 

‘The repuviic of 'exas must have been strangely 





a 
negligent of her state rights. I should think m 
violent in fighting for their rights, might have 
a little about that. It was Mexicans 
there. What is the fact, then! Gen. Tay 
es there with his army to protect the pos 
the United States, and the people of th 
set fire to the town of [sabe and ran away fp, 
What a harmonious Republic you had! When .. 
came bristling in arms—your banner Waving jin a 
wind—your eagle spreading its wings for t 
lion of all your entizens—your Anglo Saxon R, 
lican is-so alarmed at the sight of this illustrioys be 
ner, that he sets fire to his dwelling and runs ts 
from you as from a savage! (A laugh.) , 
This is so utterly and apparently contradictoy { 
publicdoeuments, that Ido not wonder it has p 
been investigated; nor would } probe this miseratj 


Al lerritop 


mass of filth and feculence and falsehood if jt werd 


not that | have been arraigned here, and by my oy 
brethren too—by those of my own household, for 
deavoring to act upon the hypothesis that this j« 
bank of the Rio Grande be not Texas or Unig 
Btates property. [It all turns upon that. Not am 
in North America who has a regard for the righis, 
nations,—I say more, no man who regards truth », 
honor, does believe that the President’s Marching ¢ 
your army into a neighboring Republic and hej 
his own and not the people’s war but will agvee tie 
is only one course leit. You must call your arg 
back! You must; unless you are willing to be though 
a robber—an invador of your neighbors—yoy my 
recall that army! Retrace your steps—and if yo 
President asks of me men and money to prosecy 
the war, with God's assistance and my own poor { 
culties, he shall have neither men nor money toy 
secule any such purpose. 

How is it? Am I mistaken in this? If] am 
shall consider him the cleverest friend that | 
own in all the relations that should happen tom 
or can happen to me in this life, Ishall consider jj 
the vestiriend who shall satisfy me that L am mista 
in :egard to this very question af fact which | ha 
been examining. Giauly will } retract my step, 
Convince me that that army of General Taylory 
on American soil—satisfy me that American bh 
was shed by a hostile army on American soil, 
the last dollar that can be drained from all they 
sources of the country —the last man that can raise 
arm in battle—these will grant to defend that 
and protect the rights of ciuuzens there. But uni 
aw Satisfied of that | do confess that I must ha 
right to have an opinion on this subject. 

While the American president can commani| 
army, thank God | can command the purse. Wh 
the president, under the penalty of death, canco 
mand your officers to proceed, I can tell them 
coine back for supplies, as he may. He shall 
no funds irom me in the prosecution of such as 
That 1 conceive to be the duty of a senator. | 
not wistaken in that. If it is my duty to grant wil 
ever the president demands, for what am } bere 
Have L no will upos the subject? Is it not plac 
my discretion, understanding, and judgment? H 
an American senate and house of representit 
nothing todo butovey the bidding of the presien 
the mercenary army he commands 1s compelle 
obey under penaity of death? No! your senale 
house of representatives were never elected (or 
purpose as that. 

They have been modelled on the good old pit 
English liberty, and are intended to represen! 
English house of commons who curbed the ? 
power of the king in olden time, by withiol 
supplies, if they did not approve of the war. !! 
in that way that Koglish liberty was preseft 
one of the most critical periods in the history of 
wonderful people. How was it that Charles 
first came tu have at last his head upon the blo 
the judgment of the Roundheads and Pruilat 
Bogianc? He had granted them every thug 
a-ked. He had surreodered all the kingly pit 
lives save One, aud what was that? jhe com! 
ol that army raised for the purpose of queliili 
vebeliion in lreiand. ‘The infamous Werlt 
(Siratlurd) had counselled him all along #h# 
he yielded up to stick to the command of thea 

Yhe pathament men bad required of tnin tat 
should appoiut the generals to command, at 
wus all the remaining difference between thet 
that depended the head of him who represet! 
hhuudred kings, reigning by divine right. “Gi 
the comand of this army,” they said. Wil 
the reply of this doomed and fated represent 
the house of Stuart? “Not tor one hur, oy ¥ 
Why uid he stick to the command of the 6 


had not then become the babit of the howe OR, 


mous to make specific appropriations of wom 
I'he supplies were given to the king, and 2 
distrivule tuem as be pleascd. Such yen 
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aging thetyrantsof England. While Charles 
pa pean aot he might control the par 
Fament, and because he would not give up that com- 
mand, our Puritan ancestors laid his head upon the 
block. How did it fare with others. 
jt was on this very proposition of controlling the 
executive power of England by withholding the 
money. supplies that the house of Orange caine in, 
and by their accession to the throne commenced a 
new epoch in the history of England, distinguishing 
it from the old reign of the Tudors and Plantagenets 
and those who preceded it. Then it was that par- 
jament specified the purpose of appropriation, and 
since 1688 it has been impossible for a king of Eng- 
jand to involve the people cf England in a war, 
which your president, under your republican in- 
stitutions and with your republican constitution, has 
yet managed todo. Here youstand powerless. He 
eommands this army, and you must not withhold 
their supplies. He involves your country in wasteful 
god exterminating war against a nation with whom 
wehave no cause of complaint, but congress may 
thing! 
a) eee gO comes to pass, when the American 
senste—when the American house of representatives 
stoop to that submission to the behests of the presi- 
dent who is for the time being commander of the 


army, granting him supplies because he had got you | 


into war, then let some Cromwell come in and say, 
“The Lord has no need for you. You are a barren 
fig tree. You do not bring forth fruit, and the fate of 
the barren fiz tree is yours. Christ cursed it for its 
barrepneas and it withered.” Believing that this is 
awar of aggression, as the senator from Missouri 
had denominated it long ago, before this came to be 
aquestion of a war of aggression on your part, I 
bave no way left but to withhold the means to carry 
on that war. That way [ have selected, and in that 
Ishall continue until I shall be satisfied that I have 
mistaken my ground on this first grand proposition, 
and then 1 shall be as ready as any one to retrace my 
leps. 

h word on the proposition before you. Three 
millions of money gre to be appropriated; and here 
we labor under a difficulty. The chairman of the 
mmittee on foreign relations tells us that he has 
very reason to believe that peace can be obtained if 
¢ grant this appropriation. What reason have you, 
Mr. Chairman, for that opinion? “Facts which | 
nnot disclos@ to you-—correspondence which it 
wuld be improper to name here—facts which |] 
now, but which you are not permitted to know, 
ave satisfied the committee that peace may be pur- 
hased if you will but grant these three millions of 
liars.” Now, Mr. President, I wish to know if [| 
m required to act upon such opinions of the chair- 
dan of the committee on foreign relations, formed 
pon facts which he refuses to disclose to me? No! 
must know the facts before I can form my judg- 
Ot. 


But | am to take it for granted that there must be 
me prospect of an end to this dreadful war—for it is 
dreadful war, being as | believe in my conscience 
is, an unjust war. Is it possible that for three mil- 
ons you can purchase a peace wilh Mexico? How? 
the purchase of Californis? Mr. President, ] 
how not what facts the chairman of the committee 
foreign aflairs may have access to. I know not 
mat secret agents huye been whispering into the 
of the authorities of Mexico, but of one thing J 
h certain, that by a cession of Caljfornia anid New 
Nico you can never purchase a peace with Mexico. 
vU May wrest provinces from Mexico by war— 
May hold them by the right of the sirongest— 
May rob her, but a treaty of peace to that effect 
Wh the people of Mexico, Jeg*tunately had, you 
Yer will have! J thank God that it is so, as weil 
the sake of the Mexican people—for unlike the 
Mor from Alabama, (Mr. Bagby) | do not value 
life of a citizen of the United States above the 
Of a hundred thousand Mexican women and 
‘ens rather cold sort of philanthropy in my 
Ment—for the sake of Mexico then I rejvice that 
Wan impossibility that you can obtain by treaty 
er those territories in the existing state of 
6 But how is it? What do you mean? 
mere comes the senator from Michigan and the 
or fiom Missouri, at the bead of the committee 
lililary aflairs and demand of us thirty mutlions 
woney and ten thousand regular troops—to do 
~to conquer a peace with those obstinate Celts, 
Will not give it till we beat them still farther.— 
There is 


are told that that is the way to do il. 
') Curious aiid sad commuxture of things on the 
T tide of the chamber. Scarcely have these 
lary gentlemen—their instruments all builets and 
oWder—made their demands when up comes 
baior from A:kansas, (Mr. Sevier), with three 
00s of dollars in his hat—nothing warlike about! 





/to the Anglo Saxon invaders? 





Mt him—(9 laugh)—the trumpet of war is taken | 
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from his lips, and he comes in soft and gentle measure 
and says to the poor Celt, “In God’s name, since vou 
don’t want to be killed and slaughtered, let us lay aside 
the spear of Achilles—there is the olive of Minerva 
in the shape of American dollars, according to our 
Yankee fa-hion!”—(a laugh.) 

I don’t understand this. If we are to vindicate our 
rights by battles—in bloody fields of war—let us do 
it. If that is not the plan, why then let us call back 
our armies into our own territories and propose a 
treaty with Mexico, based upon the proposition that 
money is better for her and land’ is better for us.— 
Thus we can treat Mexico like an equal and do ho- 
nor tv ourselves. But what is it you ask? You have 
now taken from Mexico one fourth of her territory 
and you now propose to run a line comprehending 
about another third, and for what? | ask, Mr. Pre 
sident, for what? What has Mexico got from you, 
for parting with two thirds of her domain? She has 
given you ample redress for every injury of which 
you have complained. She has submitted to the 
award of your commissioners and up to the time of 
the rupture with Texas faithfully paid it. 

In return, up comes your Anglo Saxon gentleman, 
with the New Testament in one hand and Bill of 
Rights in the other—your evangelical colonel and 
law-practicing divine, Don Walter Colton, who gave 
up Christ’s sermon on the mount, quits the New 
Testament, and betakes him to Blackstone and Kent 
-—is elected justice of peace—takes possession of 
California—and instead of teaching the way of re 
pentance and plan of atonement to the miserable 





= 





= ~ —————— oe 
of policy—says, you can't keep our people from go- 
ing in there. [don’t desire to prevent them. Let 
them go and seek their happiness in whatever coun- 
try or clime it pleases them. 

All I ask is, that they go there on their own re- 
sponsibility, and not require of me to convey our 
eagle banner into whatever fi-ld of plunder they may 
choose to enter in their foreign marauding expedi- 
tions. This, has b«en the plea of every robber chief 
from the time of Nimrod to the present day. I dare 
say that Tamerlane wanted room. Bajazet wasa 
gentleman also just like your Anglo Saxon Christian, 
He wanted room! Alexander wanted room when he 
wentto that very place where but recently Britain 
has fought a batthkk—on the ground on which he found 
himself engaged with the elephants of his Asiatic 
foe, when away from his Macedonian empire, in 
these distant seas, he sought for room. There was 
a California away out there he wanted. He got it. 
Many a Monterey be had to storm. He had quite as 
much history as you will ever get. 

Why, says the senator from Michigan the other 
day, Europe had quite forgotten us until these battles 
waked them up! (A laugh.) 1 wonder if the presi- 
dent of the United States—educated as he is in all 
military and civil pursuits—ever read that maxim of 
the man who wrote first about law— Montesquieu 
‘Happy is that nation whose annals are written in 
sand!” The senator from Michigan had a different 
view of this. He thinks that a nation is not distin- 
guished until it is distinguished in war. He fears that 
the slumbering faculties of old Europe have not been 





heathen, holds one of Colt’s pistols to his ear, and 
says—** Take trial by jury, or 





‘able to ascertain that there are twenty millions of 
” [The remainder | Anglo Saxons here—making rail roads and Canals, 


of this sentence was lost in the general burst of | aid spreading all the arts of peace to the utmost ac- 


laughter which here broke forth from all parts of 
the chamber.] 


propose to wrest from Mexico? It is consecrated to 
the heart of the Mexican by many a well fought 
battle with his old Castilian master. 


! 


id 


What is the territory, Mr. President, which you “hich this democratic method of 


; 
| 


| 


His Bunker | 
Hills and Saratogas and Yorktowns are there! The girl, with the benevolence of an angel 


complishment of the most refined civilization! They 
o not know it! And what is the wonderful expedient 
making history 


would adopt in order to make us known? Shooting 


Mexican women! 
I read in your battle of Monterey, thata poor little 
in her bosom 


Mexican can say, “There I bled for liberty! and shall | and the robust courage of a hero in her heart, was 
I surrender that consecrated home of my affections | busily engaged during the bloody conflict, amid the 


What do they want 
with it? They have Texas already. They have pos- 
sessed themselves of the territory between the Nueces 
and the Rio Grande. What else do they want? To 
what shall ] point my children as memorials of that 
independence which J bequeath to them when those 





hatile fields shall have passed from my possession?” 
Oh! had one come and demanded Bunker Hill of 


the people of Massachusetts—had Englaud’s Lion | the bloody field of Monterey. 


| either side, 


crash of falling houses and the shrieks of war, in 
moistening the parched lips of the dying soldier on 

when suddenly, as an American oiticer 
looked upon her, a cannon ball struck her and blew 
her to atoms' Ob! we are known in Europe! How 
we are recognized among the Christian uations of 
the world! ‘This is a consummation that ipakes me 
think that the Millennial Glory has just dawned upon 


The glory of your 


rampant on his field of gold, ever showed himself | great American republic shall live to the last syllable 


there, is there a man over J3 or under 90 who would | Of recorded time! : 
not have been there to meet him—is there a river on | palace, and shot an innocent girl enga 


this continent that would not have ran red with blood 
—isthere a field of conflict but would have been 
filled high with the unburied bones of slaughtered 
Americans before these consecrated battle fields ot 
liberty should have been wrested from us? But this 
same American goes on into a sister republic and 
says to poor weak Mexico, ‘‘Give up your territory— 
you are unworthy to possess it—I have got one hall 
already—all | ask of you is to give up the other!”"— 
Oh, England might as well in the circumstances | 
have described, have come and demanded of us,— 
‘Give up the Atlantic slope—give up this trifling 
territory from the Alleghany mountains to the sea; 
it is only from Maine to St. Mary’s—only about one 
ihird of your republic, avd we have the least inte- | 
resting portion of it.” What would be the response? | 


} 
; 





Why, they would say, we must give this up to John | ous ylasves, W 
Bull. Why? “He wants room!” The senator from | viru whicn, wt 


Michigan says he must have this. Why, my worthy | 
Christian brother, on what principle of justice? “1 
want room?” (A laugh.) 

Why, with twenty millions of people you have 
only about a hundred mullivns of acres of land, in- 
viling selilement by every conceivable argument— 
bringing them down to a quarter of a dollar an acre, 
and allowing every man to squat where he pleases. 
But the senator from Michigan says we wiil be two 
bundred millions in a few 5 ears, and we want room. 
}i } were a Mexican | would tell you, ‘Have you 
not room in your own country to bury your cead 
men? Jf you come into mine we weleome you with 
bivody hands and a hospitable grave.” 


Why, says the chairman of this commitiee of fo- | 
reign relations, il is the most reasonable thing in the | 
| 

| 








world! We ought to have the Bay of San Francisco. 
Why? Because it is the best harvor in the Pacitic!— 
lt bas been my fortune, Mr. President, to have prac- 
tised a good deal in criminal courts in the course of 
my lite, but 1 never yet heard a thief, arraigned for 
stealing a horse, plead that it was the best horse that 
he could find in the country! 
What ior? 


We want California 


the mail tu the siores of the Pacific! 


Why, says the senator from Michigan, | vet rise and set befure the foundation 
we will have it, and the senator from 8S. Carolina— | subsiantat 


You have stormed ihe Bishop’s 


ged in givin 
water lo the dying suldiers in the fieia! st 


This was to get room! ‘There ties your acknowledg- 
ed country, on the other side of the Rocky 
so fur remote irom the habitable partsol y 
that you have actually to bire a regime 


Mountains, 
Our country 
ut to carry 


. Abd you want 
room! You wake the hypocritical pretence that 


there is a bursting populauon teeming with energy 
and enlerprize and life, which wents room! You wiil 
limpose bo les like that upon us. Why shail we be go 
Silly as lo aliempt lo impose upon ihe wurid iis lalse 
pretence? 

Do we not know, Mr. President, that of old it was 
urged a lie Could wot live jong? But at last there shall 
bolhing abide bul tiuih, and that whaiever you or | 
Way Say lo day, When we shail have gvne uown to 
Hu the expect tion, like the foolish 
ven pursed, hides its tuulish head in 
ibe sand and suppuses its Peer fouls Duuy is pot 
Sc€L—When we lave crawled intu the grave, bee 
licving (hat by this talselivod we have 1byosed upon 
tits World, ali will be discovered and made Vare le 
every boUy, and mankind imsiead of Deileving us that 
We suught roum tor a £rowing pupulation wali say 
that we endeavored under that hypocritical prevence, 
tu obtain land we diu nut wani Dy ‘uiguily aud ioree. 

Tie bon. se:ator then P' OCeeded tha inust cloquent 
inauuer lo depict the awiul CObsEqGUELCEs WICK uust 
iMevilably toliow irom the uduigeuce Of a just jor 
audhiiuial leirilury by an appeal to the listury oi the 
past. He relerrved im ihe wust fureivie manuer lo tke 
calreme Ganger which accompanied the agitation of 
ihe great question which su stiivUsly uivides the 
North and South, and then coucludeu vy beseeching 
stualurs al Cuce lo puuse, Lo arrest the progress of 
the War, anu, justead of acting tuwards Mexico in 
(he Datbaiiau spirit of a darker age, whicu looked 
Upon Tevense as Virtue, and lurgiveness of injuries 
a> a Crime, to treat her in the upright and inaguani- 
mous Spirit Of a Christian pevpte. Treat ter that 
Way, said lie, aud uy lile tor it, twenty suns shail 
8 vi a solid and 
peace will Ve laid, impending catumities 


with a very mistaken view, | think aiike of duty and | Ue arrested, and ail wiil be well with ine republic, 
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CHRONICLE, 





Revier For IreELanp. A bill proposedby M, 
Criltenden,was debated yesterday in the United States 
senate, authorising the president of the U. States to 
purchase such provisions as would be suitable for the 

urpose, and to transmit the same in the name of the 
Grited States to the British government—authori- 
sing the employment of any of the U.S. ships he 
may please to emplcy in conveying the same, and 
appropriating $500,000 for the purpose. 

Messrs. Crittenden, Cass and J. M. Clayton, spoke 
in favor of the bill. Messrs. Niles and Bagby oppo- 
posed the bill. Itlays over for further considera— 


tion. 





‘Tue DEBATES IN CONGRESS, especially those of the 
senate, are alt present of the deepest interest, and 
will occupy a large proportion of our pages till after 
the close of the session. We may well say to rea— 
ders anxious for something rich, ‘‘louk to the sen- 
ate.” 


BUSINESS CIRCLES. 


The intelligence brought by the Cambria, had a 
paralizing effect upon our markets. Prices of grain, 
flour, and cotton, had been declining for ten days, 
and a further decline amounting altogether to about 
50 cents a barrel on flour, at New York, and in pro- 
portion elsewhere, and an equal rate for other bread 
stuffs took place in the beginning of this week.— 
Holders were not anxious to sell however at so great 
a reduction, and prices have somewhat revived again. 
The immense quantity of bread stuffs at this moment 
leaving our shores for Europe, will prevent prices 
from going up there for a time—but before harvest, 
look out. Genessee ficur j esterday sold at N. York 
at $7; corn 95 cls. 


Money Marxets.—The Bank of England have 
in further precaution, again advanced their rate of 
interest, now from 33 to 4 per cent, and making a 
difference of 25 pee cent in their rate within the last 
sixty days. English 3 per cents which two years ago 
cou. manded 100 a 101, and one year ago brought 95, 
are now 3t 91 a QO)5. 

The £800,000 which the Bank of England consent- 
ed to aid the Bank of France with, had been for- 
warded—but its influence would seem to have been 
but temporary. French three per cents sold a year 
ago al 953. By the previous steamer we found them 
quoted at 773. By the Cambria we have the follow- 
ing:—‘‘The three per cents. fell 60c. on the Paris 
Bourse ov Monday, February Ist; apprehensions be- 
ing eptertained that public tranquility might be dis- 
turved in that capital, in consequence of the increas- 
ed price of bread. As measures of precaution, the 
military posts had been doubled, and the troops had 
been confined to their barracks.” 

Our own money markets remaia in a comfuitale 
condition. ‘I'he :nflux of specie, and high prices of 
produce, both operate in favor of the banks and of 
busintss men. Banks accommodate freely. Bick- 
nell’s Philad lphia Reporter, says out duvor paper is 
al 7 a 9 per cent. . 

Foreign exchanges have advanced something dur- 
ing the week, Dut are still in our favour. 


Sprcie.—The Cambria brought between two and 
two and a half millions of dollars! The packet ship 
Prince Albert for New. York, had £80,000 sterling 
m specie. ‘The rate of insurance upon gold brought 
by the Cambria was 3Us. instead of 15 to 25, the 

“mer rates. 

"Gold was being shipped from England to Russia, 
as well as to France and America. 

The New York Sub-treasurer had on Wednesday 
last, (so says the Zibune, ) two millions and a balf in 
specie—the expedient ol weighing instead of counting 
had to be resorted to, on receiving payment for 
duties. Counterfeiters will soon be apt to take ad- 
vantage of such practice. 

One miilion in gold is said to have been forwarded 
from the N. York sub-treasurer to the Philadelphia 
mint, to be received. | 

Yesterday’s New York Courier says—'*The steady 
arrival of specie in smail streams by the sailing 
sackets, about cvunteracts the operation of the sub- 
treasury law, which has now locked up about three 
millions of dollars. The effect ot such an abstraction 
of coin, although only temporary, deranges aud em- 
barrasses the currency—and leads directly to w hat 
but much absurd measure was among 
other things relied upon to check—aiternate chills 
and fever in the money market. But tor the arrival 
ol specie from abroad, the mere bact that three mil 
lions were now under the receiver’s lock, would pro- 
duce a straitened money market.” 

Many and serious predictions reach us, of a disa- 


gtrous money crisis approaching in Europe. 


this vaunted 
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The Banh of England officially deny that they 
were ever indebted to the Bank of France for loans. 
It was only of the French Bankers, Baring, Broth- 
ers & Co, that they borrowed of, or draw bills on, 
which the bank of France cashed for that firm. So 
we all understood. Why the bank of England should 
at this time think it necessary to make such a publi- 
cation, is a curious question. It was well known that 
the Baving’s would not have accepted the drafts of 
the directors of the Bank of England to any such 
amount, atthe time they did, without having the 
Bank of France by an arrangement to rely upon us. 


AMERICAN PROVISIONS have not only maintained 
their ground, but are sought for at advanced prices: 
Beef advanced 2s. 6d, since the Sally Sandsleft.— 
Pork sells readily, prime mess 70 a 72s 6d. per cwt., 
notwithstanding the large importations. Itis pre- 
ferred to the Irish cure this season. Bacon 60s per 
ewt. for good. Cheese in request at 1 a 2s percwt. 
edvance, Lard has advanced 6s per cwt. 

From the port of New York flour and wi.eat 
were exported from Ist to 23rd day of February 
equivalent to 1,500,000 bushels of wheat, besides a 
large quantity of corn and corn meal. To the whole 
three millions of doliars is about a fair valuatinn in 
that port. 


Topacco.— We learn from Lyford’s general statement, 
that there is at present in shipper’s haids, about 15,000 
bhds., of which 8000 are Ohio and 7000 Maryland.— 
The crop of Ohio he estimated at about 15,000 hhds. on- 
ly 1000 of which is colory. ‘lhe Ohio crop of 1845 was 
over 29,000 hhds. The crop of Maryland will fall far 
short of an average one. 

‘The market continues to be exceedingiy depressed. — 
The rate of freights and the current of foreign exchanges 
operate severely against our planters. 

The legislature of Maryland have adopted resolutions 
calling upon the national government to take measures 
relative to the daties imposed by foreign guvernments 
upon tobacco. The general government have been tak- 
ing ~.easures year aftcr year a'most, for the last half 
century, on this subject. Ministers have been sent first 
to one government and then to another, amply provided 
with outfits, infits and annual salarics, expressly for this 
object;—negotiation after negotiation has been tried— 
and what has iit allamounted to? ‘The Kuropean “free 
trade” policy continues to be fairly illustrated by their 
several enaciments in relation to this ose article. The 
only means in our power to obtain anything like reci- 
prucity in trade with European governments, was by 
coercive action, EXACTING UPON THEIR INTERESTS; WHEN 
THEY INSISTED UPON INIQUITOUS DUTIES UPON OUR PRO- 
puce. This policy, however, was tetally abandoned 
when the anti protective policy was adopted. When the 
existing tari® went into operation, the tobacco planting 
interests were prostrated at once to the absolute mercy and 
kindness of European governments. ‘They will sport 
with them accordingly. He that expects from those 

overnments a reciprocity in trade which is not coerced 
rom their interests, has a faith to which we make no 
pretensions. 


French contract for Tobacco.—The Cambria brings us 
u Statement of the annual contract, which under the 
laws of France, is farn:ed out to the contractor, and no 
one else is at liberty to introduce tubacco into that king- 
dom. The account says—“A few days ago, the large 
tobacco contracts advertised for by the government of 
France were entered into. ‘The supply of 1,800,000 ki- 
los. of Virginia, and 150,000 kilos. of Maryland being 
taken by M. Pescatore, the first at 86f. 33c., the latter at 
1634f. The supply of 2,400,000 kilos. of different des- 
criptions of Maryland was contracted for by M. de Roth- 
schild at 103f. 18¢c.” 

Last year it will be recollected, the French govern- 
ment in their advertisement, stipulated that the contrac- 
tors should employ French shipping only in importing 
the article. Against that prohibition of American bot- 
toms Mr. King protested, as a violation of existing trea- 
ties, and the point was conceded. 


English Tobacco Market.—The sales this month are 
1,765 hogsheads. ‘The only alteration we can notice is 
with the middling class of strips, which are somewhat 
lower than at the end of the year:— 


i846, 1845, 
Hhds. Hhds. 
Tobacco in Liverpool], 3let Dec. 19,962 17,302 
Imported in Jan’y. 1847 and 1846, 1,000 1,691 
20,962 18,993 
Stock, 30th January, 1647 19,910 
Against 3ist January, 1546 18,142 


Woot, maintains former quotations, and is not expect- 
ed to be lower. American wool is acquiring favour, and 
answers some porposes well. 


Crearances. There were cleared fiom N. QO. on 
the 15th mnst., 5,723 bales cotton 8,351 barrels flour, 
7,857 sacks of wheat, and 22,760 sacks of corn, be- 
sides a large lot of pork and lard. 

Forty-one vessels, chiefly freighted with bread~ 


stuffs for Great Britein, have been lost at sea since 
October. The N. Y¥. Commercial ascribes this to 





overlading and bad steerage. 
END OF VOLUME TWENTY-ONE. 


ne een 


MEXICAN LETTERS OE MARQUE:-—Look out! Oa ¢).¢; 
January, an office was opened in London, accord, 9 
a decree of the Mexican government, for granting lets 
of marque and reprisals against vessels of the U Bint 
The advertisement stipulates fourteen eases jn wi — 
captures may be made, and particular directions jj, _ 
premises. Patents to be granted only to vessels of ,, hich 
the captain, crew, &c., are legal Mexican citize,. 
We all know that there are regular offices in [,..,_ 
for citizeniziny for any occasion. ote 

The London Times expresses the opinion that , ste 
ralization papers are doubtiess lying in the tower Bie snc 
person willing to pay for them, and says it would 4, 
doubtful whether they could make Mexican ¢j;,,.. 
within the meaning of the decree. The Times bath 
editorially and through its correspondents, takes \.. 
strong grounds against privateering and calls upo 
legislature to act upon it. 


8 Very 
1 their 





MEXICAN PRIVATEERS aT sEA.—London, Jan. 19, |347 
Three privateers sailed from the port of London 0) the 
9th January, 1847. They are British ships by; have 
been renamed according to Spanish regulations, gy4 
ore carry letters of marque. The names are as fol 
ows: 

Reina de Castilla, Capt. Moody, 214'tons, 20 men, 

Sebastian del Cano, Capt. Smith, 153 tons, 30 ney 

Magallanes, Capt. Lash, 153 tons, 20 men. 

‘These three vessels cleared out at the port of Londo, 
for Manilla, but are really for privateering on the byroag 
Auantic. 

Deaths.—In Boston, from Jan. 1, 1846, to Jan. 1, 1847 
the whole number of deaths in this city was 3,359, 0; 
these, 698 were under | year, 435 from 1 to 2 years, 
339 from2 to 5, 152 from 5 to 10, 138 from 10 to 20. 333 
from 20 to 30, 354 from 30 to 40, 188 from 40 to 50, 145 
from 50 to 60, 108 from 60 to 70, 86 fram 70 to 80.59 
from 80to 90. and 10 from 90 to 100—stillborn, 303- 
Males, 1614; females, 1472. Thus it appears that of a 
the deaths jast year. and including the stillborn, abou 
one-half were children under 5 years of age. 455 ar 
said to have died of consumption, 540 of what may |e 
termed deseases of the digestive orgaus, 415 of fevers, 
150 of measles, 92 of small pox, and 75 of old age. 





FOREIGN. 


Tue Steamer Campania, left Liverpool on the 4i) 
February, and reached Bonton on the 19th, bringing 
dates of 14 days later than we previous had. 

By accounts the distress in Europe for wauto 
bread and provisions was increasing rather than di. 
minishing. Prussia is represented to be in a stateo 
of tumult and alarm from apprehensione of starv« 
tion. Belgium has opened her ports for bread stu 
tree of duty, and prohibited their exportation. The 
Freach Chambers have adapted the lowest ratei¢ 
duties on breadstuff until September next. 

Heretofore, the reduction of duties on opening d 
the British ports has never failed to draw an abut 
dance of grain and flour from the north and south¢ 
Europe. This cannot be the case at present, | ler 
is but little to spare from any part of Europe. Th 
Baltic now closed with ice, cannot for two mont 
yet, be navigated—and when opened, little depe 
dance for a supply can be placed upon that resourt 

The British government seem to be taking eflicitt 
measures to prevent Mexican privateers from bel 
fitted out in their ports. The vessels that were s 
pected, are said to have had a different objeci| 
view. 

The Britlsh parliament have not only suspevte 
their duties upon. breadstuffs, amounting to 4 
quarter on grain, but have also suspended their 1a! 
gation act, as respects provisions, unti] Septemer 
This will enable the vessels of any power other" 
British, to take grain, flour or provisions from # 
part of the world, into Great Britain or [reid 
without paying a discriminating duty. This* 
-soon operate upon the rate of freights. 

Those tuo measures made a difference in the} 
lish markets, inthe price of flour and grain equ! 
lent to the reduction thus made. The arrival® 
large quantity of flour and grain within a few We 
from this country, contributed to depress erry 
From Saturday, the 9\h of December, 1846, to} 
day, Ist of Feb. 1847, there were imported aa 
verpool the following enormous supplies of gf 


flour, meal, rice, &c. 
290 bbls. beans: 


587,756 bbls. flour 
200,000 bush. wheat 11,496 bushs. barley 
250 bags of bare} 


10,230 quarters wheat ‘ 
5 882 sacks of wheat 16,000 bushs. pace) | 
4,735 bags wheat 250 bags of rye a 

397.743 bushs. Ind’n corn 2506 bags of puck" 

43,551 sacks Indian corn | 8,623 bags oi rice 

12,110 qrs Indian corn 212 casks rice 

45 360 bis. Ind. corn m’l | 928 tgs rice 
8,167 prs beans 43 bbls peas. af 
The entire reduction in prices between vl 

ult; the day on which the Sally Sands left, and ul 
on which the Cambria Jeft, was 43 per bbl on" 
and 5s per quarter of 560 lo w., on wheal. © 








corn declined 4s. per quarter, 















































